Scope
This policy applies to all MD students.
Guideline Purpose 
Yale SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
Failure to Adhere to Research - Guidelines

Responsible Office:		MD Education	 
Guideline Sponsor:		Chair, Policy Subcommittee 
Effective Date:			12/06/2023 


It is the student’s professional responsibility to understand and adhere to deadlines maintained by the Office of Student Research, including those pertaining to the MD thesis, short-term research funding, and first-year summer research funding.
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Definitions
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Procedure for Missing a Research Deadline with an Acceptable Reason
The following constitute acceptable reasons for missing a research deadline:
Personal illness or illness in immediate family member
To seek health-related care for personal illness
Death in the family
Religious holiday observances if the religious holiday falls on the deadline date.
If a student anticipates missing a research deadline due to one of these acceptable reasons, they must communicate with the Office of Student Research in advance, when possible. In cases involving illness and unexpected emergencies, students should notify the Office of Student Research as soon as possible. Students wishing to discuss personal reasons for absences may contact the Associate Dean for Student Affairs.
Students should notify the Office of Student Research if they will miss a mandatory session due to an acceptable reason: osr.med@yale.edu
Procedure When a Student Misses a Research Deadline without an Acceptable Reason
Students who miss thesis deadlines will not be eligible for the thesis prize. Students will receive an email notifying them of their failure to adhere to the thesis deadline and their Head of Advisory House and coach will be copied on the email. Students who remain out of compliance with thesis deadlines after this initial communication will be referred to the Progress Committee to ensure that they can receive the appropriate support needed to fulfill this graduation requirement.
Students who miss deadlines relevant for research funding without an acceptable reason as listed above will not be eligible to receive research funding.
The Role of the Progress Committee
The Progress Committee is responsible for reviewing the academic record and professional development of students to determine their suitability for advancement and graduation. 
The school is concerned that a pattern of missed research deadlines may indicate a lapse in professional behavior as outlined in the YSM MD Program Standards for Professionalism.
After 3 missed research deadlines or requests for extensions without an acceptable reason, the student will be referred to the Progress Committee. The members of the Progress Committee will review missed research deadlines or requests for extensions in the context of the student's record of academic progress and professional conduct to date, and as needed, will make recommendations intended to help the student address and successfully remediate any concerns that are identified. The Progress Committee may place students with persistent missed research deadlines in supervised remediation or academic probation status, with further adverse actions as appropriate or relevant. 
Special Situations & Exceptions
Exceptions to this procedure must be documented using the YSM Policy/ Procedure/ Guideline Exception Request - Form and presented to Jeremy Moeller (Chair, Education Policy and Curriculum Committee). 

Roles & Responsibilities

Contact Information 
Jeremy Moeller (Chair, Education Policy and Curriculum Committee) 
Jeremy.moeller@yale.edu
203-737-4190
 
Peter Takizawa (Chair, Policy Subcommittee) 
Peter.takizawa@yale.edu
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