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Advancement and Graduation Requirements - Policy
Responsible Office:		MD Education 
Policy Sponsor:		Peter Takizawa (Chair, Policy Subcommittee)			
Effective Date:			05/06/2025


Scope
This policy applies to all students enrolled in the Yale School of Medicine (YSM) MD Program.
Reason for the Policy
The Progress Committee will systematically review all medical students at four intervals on their progress towards completing the MD degree. Those reviews will encompass all areas of academic performance, professionalism, and technical standards. Students whom the Progress Committee determines have met these requirements within the noted time frames will be considered making satisfactory academic progress (SAP) and eligible for formal advancement. This does not include time allocated for approved leaves of absence but does include time for extended study. The requirements include:
Definitions
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A.   Advancement to Second Year Pre-clerkship phase
 
The Progress Committee will review all medical students prior to enrollment in the second year of the pre-clerkship curriculum. Criteria for advancement to the Second Year Pre-clerkship phase include:
1. Satisfactory completion of all first-year pre-clerkship courses as measured by passing the course or successfully completing remediation for each course. Students may repeat each course one time. Total time in the pre-clerkship phase cannot exceed 2.5 years, not including time for approved leaves of absence. 
2. Continued satisfactory fulfillment of the YSM Professionalism Standards.
3. Continuing to meet YSM Technical, Non-Academic Standards.
 
B.  Advancement to Clerkship phase
 
The Progress Committee will review all medical students prior to beginning clinical clerkships. Criteria for advancement to the clerkship phase include:
 
1. Satisfactory progress in reaching the milestones for the pre-clerkship period in all 9 YSM Competencies. 
2. Satisfactory completion of all required pre-clerkship courses as measured by passing each course or successfully completing remediation for each course. Students may repeat each course one time. Total time in the pre-clerkship phase cannot exceed 2.5 years, not including time for approved leaves of absence.
3. Satisfactory performance on the P-OSCE or successfully completing remediation for those who do not pass.
4. Continued satisfactory fulfillment of the YSM Professionalism Standards.
5. Continuing to meet YSM Technical, Non-Academic Standards.
 
 
C.  Advancement to the Advanced Training Period phase
 
The Progress Committee will review all medical students after completion of the Clinical Clerkships. Criteria for advancement to the Advanced Training Period phase include:
 
1. Satisfactory progress in reaching the milestones for the Clerkship Period in all 9 YSM Competencies.
2. Satisfactory completion of all required clinical clerkships as measured by passing the clerkships. Students may take a clerkship up to two times to fulfill the requirement. Total time in the clerkship phase cannot exceed 2 years, not including time for approved leaves of absence. 
3. Passing the C-OSCE.
4. Continued satisfactory fulfillment of the YSM Professionalism Standards.
5. Continuing to meet YSM Technical, Non-Academic Standards.
 
D. Eligibility for MD Degree
 
In April of the anticipated year of graduation, the Progress Committee will review students’ progress to determine their eligibility for the MD degree. If the student meets all criteria, a student will be included on the list to be transmitted to the Dean and Registrar of the University for Conferral of the MD degree. Criteria for graduation are:
 
1. Meet all requirements for advancement in the pre-clerkship, clerkship and advance training period phases as described above.
2. Satisfactorily meet all 9 YSM Competencies. 
3. Students must have taken and passed USMLE (United States Medical Licensing Exam) Step 1 and Step 2 CK. 
4. Satisfactory completion of a sub-internship. Students may take a given sub-internship up to two times to fulfill the graduation requirement.
5. Satisfactory completion of the Capstone course and any required assessments.
6. Satisfactory completion of forty weeks of study in the final year, including one required sub-internship and the Capstone course. The remaining weeks may be devoted to electives, additional sub-internships, approved dual degree coursework, and supervised research. 
7. Satisfactory completion of the Medical Student Thesis Requirement.
8. Continued satisfactory fulfillment of the YSM Professionalism Standards.
9. Continuing to meet YSM Technical, Non-Academic Standards.
10. No unresolved concerns regarding academic performance.
 
E.  Not meeting the criteria for Advancement 
 
If a student does not meet criteria for advancement, the Progress Committee will determine whether the student is determined to be making satisfactory academic progress (SAP) toward meeting the criteria (e.g., participation in a prescribed remediation plan). Total time in the MD program cannot exceed 5 years in total, not including time for approved leaves of absence. Under extraordinary circumstances, the Progress Committee may approve up to one additional year of study.
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Special Situations & Exceptions
Exceptions to this policy must be documented using the YSM Policy/ Procedure/ Guideline Exception Request - Form and presented to Jeremy Moeller (Chair, Education Policy and Curriculum Committee). 
Roles & Responsibilities

Contact Information 
Jeremy Moeller (Chair, Education Policy and Curriculum Committee) 
Jeremy.moeller@yale.edu
203-737-4190

Peter Takizawa (Chair, Policy Subcommittee) 
Peter.takizawa@yale.edu
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Related Information
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Version History
· 1/29/2025: In Section D, the wording was added to ensure that students meet all requirements for advancement in the preclerkship, clerkship, and advanced training phases as described above. 
Keywords 
graduation


Responsible Official: 		Chair, Education Policy and Curriculum Committee
Document Administrator: 	Zoe Portman (Administrative Assistant to the Chair, Education Policy and Curriculum Committee)
Date of Origin: 		02/08/2023
Approval Date:			05/06/2025
The official version of this information will only be maintained in an on-line web format.  Any and all printed copies of this material are dated as of the print date.  Please make certain to review the material on-line prior to placing reliance on a dated printed version.


Page 1 of 3




Page 3 of 3
image1.jpeg
Yale sCcCHOOI. OF MEDICINE




