Scope

Reason for the Policy

Definitions

Policy Sections 
YSM seeks to prevent medical student exposure to infectious and environmental hazards though education and use of appropriate procedures and engineering controls and provides prophylaxis therapy if students are exposed to infectious agents. 
Medical students must receive education and training regarding the methods of prevention of exposure to infectious and environmental hazards. Instruction will include the use of adequate barrier protection (gloves, safety glasses, mask, gown, etc.), sharps precautions, and hand washing/hygiene, as well as other relevant health care worker standards put forth by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA).
Students are required to complete this training at the start of each curriculum year. 
Post-exposure, students are instructed to seek medical care immediately and to report the incident to their immediate supervisor. Specific procedures for care and treatment after exposure are described in the Needlestick Procedure - Occupational Exposure to Human Blood or Body Fluid organization wide policy.  For additional support, students can also reach out to the Office of Student Affairs after being evaluated as needed.
Procedure on Exposure to Infectious and Environmental Hazards
Education and Training
First year students must participate in the infection control session during iPro. Annually, all medical students are required to complete the online module Bloodborne Pathogen Training for Clinical Personnel. Students are not permitted to begin or continue clinical activities until they have achieved satisfactory completion of the annual online module training. This includes shadowing and standardized patient activities.
Mask Fit Testing
All students are required to undergo respiratory protection mask fit testing at the beginning of year 1. 
Care and Treatment Protocol after Exposure
1. Remain calm.
2. Depending on exposure: wash wound with soap and water for 15 min or irrigate mucous membrane splash areas with running water for 15 min or wash contaminated eyes with water or saline eye wash for 15 min.
3. Discuss with attending physician, resident, or intern who will ask the patient's permission to test for HIV, HBV, HCV.
4. [bookmark: _Hlk76646200]Immediately seek medical care.  Evaluation for possible anti-viral prophylaxis should begin within 2 hours of exposure.  Go to: YNHH occupational health (O.H.) services for YNHH rotations (203-688-2462) Monday-Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.  After 4:30 p.m. and on weekends go to YNHH E.D. (203-688-2222) or the E.D. at all other hospitals at any time.  In the E.D., present yourself as a medical student with an OE and mention to the provider the requirement to use an OE template in epic.  
5. Contact Student Health (203-432-0312) after exposure for subsequent follow-up after the initial evaluation with O.H. or E.D. 
6. File an incident report per the requirements of the institution at which you are rotating.

Refer also to Yale Environmental Health and Safety Emergency Procedures and the Exposure Plan for Bloodborne Pathogens Handbook.

Special Situations & Exceptions
Exceptions to this policy must be documented using the YSM Policy/ Procedure/ Guideline Exception Request - Form and presented to Jeremy Moeller (Chair, Education Policy and Curriculum Committee).
 
Roles & Responsibilities

 
Contact Information 
Jeremy Moeller (Chair, Education Policy and Curriculum Committee) 
Jeremy.moeller@yale.edu
203-737-4190

Peter Takizawa (Chair, Policy Subcommittee) 
Peter.takizawa@yale.edu 
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