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Employee X-Ray Safety - Procedures 
Responsible Office:		Yale Medicine/ Environmental Health and Safety  
Procedure Sponsor:		Yale Medicine Chief Medical Officer/ Yale Radiation Safety Officer	
Effective Date:			05/28/2025 


Scope
This procedure is applicable to the following departments: 
· Yale Medicine Multispecialty Clinic, Guilford - Physicians
· Yale Medicine Multispecialty Clinic, Fairfield- Physicians

Procedure Purpose
The purpose of this procedure is to outline staff safety guidelines for applicable sites performing X-Ray procedures.	
Definitions
[bookmark: _Toc425171621]
[bookmark: _Toc427373286][bookmark: _Toc425171622][bookmark: _Toc425171625]Procedure Sections 
Except for the patient, only the staff and ancillary personnel required for performance of a procedure1 may remain in the room during the X-ray exposure. All staff and ancillary personnel who must remain in the room to assist during X-ray procedures must be protected from scatter radiation by protective aprons or a whole-body radiation protective barrier of not less than 0.25-millimeter lead equivalence.
All staff and ancillary personnel required for assistance with X-ray procedures shall be positioned so that no part of the body can be struck by the useful beam unless protected by 0.25-millimeter lead-equivalent shielding material.
During any X-ray procedures, any door designed to be part of a protective barrier must be closed2.
Personnel who do not need to be close to the patient or X-ray source should stand as far away as is practical without compromising patient care.
Personnel radiation monitoring devices must be worn that are appropriate to the individual work environment3.
Any operator has the option to declare pregnancy in writing if she opts to accept this added level of protection.
During use of mobile equipment, the fluoroscope operator will notify personnel when X-rays are being used.
Appropriate signage will be posted on all entrances to the procedure room during X-ray use4.

Special Situations & Exceptions
Exceptions to this procedure must be documented using the YSM Policy/ Procedure/ Guideline Exception Request - Form and presented richard.martinello@yale.edu.

Roles & Responsibilities
Physician / Operator
· Ensures that all personnel present in the X-ray room during fluoroscopy operations adhere to safety protocols and wear appropriate protective equipment and dosimetry. 
· Promotes effective hazard communication to all staff and ancillary personnel through appropriate door signage, and verbal communication.

Contact Information 
· [bookmark: _Hlk497987165]Richard Martinello, YM Chief Medical Officer - richard.martinello@yale.edu
· Neil Whiteside, Radiation Safety Officer - neil.whiteside@yale.edu

Related Information
Diagnostic Imaging Shielding - Procedure 
Quality Control of X-Ray Equipment – Procedure 
Fluoroscopy Credentialing Program – Procedure 
Patient X-Ray Safety – Procedure 
X-Ray Protective Equipment – Procedure 
Occupational Monitoring Program – Procedure 
References
Title 19 - Public Health and Safety, Section 19-25d-5(c), Radiographic installation other than dental and veterinary medicine
Title 19 – Public Health and Safety, Section 19-25d-4(b), Fluoroscopic installations Reference document 3
Title 19 – Public Health and Safety, Section 19-25d-6,(c)(3), Special requirements for mobile diagnostic radiographic equipment
Title 19 – Public Health and Safety, Section 19-24-8(5)(C), Radiation information labeling
Information For Occupationally Exposed Women Of Childbearing Age
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