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Chest X-Ray – Education


Responsible Office:	YM Compliance
Sponsor:	Jennifer Lacerda, Director of Compliance Education
Effective Date:	04/14/2026


Scope
This education applies to Yale Medicine Physicians and Advanced Practice Providers involved in billing chest X-rays.

Definitions
· Yale Medicine Compliance Department (YMCD)
· Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
· Targeted Probe and Education (TPE)
· Medicare Administration Contractors (MACs)
· Current Procedural Terminology (CPT)
· Anteroposterior (AP)

Purpose/Background:
Each year, the Yale Medicine Compliance Department (YMCD) assesses various risk factors to develop its annual workplan, including, but not limited to, topics related to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Targeted Probe and Educate (TPE) program. CMS established the TPE program to help clinicians reduce denials and appeals through focused "targeted education." Medicare Administrative Contractors (MACs) conduct reviews and, based on their f indings, provide educational sessions. If needed, MACs may perform up to three rounds of auditing and education to address identified gaps. At any time, the MAC may refer the case to CMS for further action.

While Yale has not yet been selected for a CMS TPE review, the YMCD is proactively incorporating CMS TPE focus areas into its annual educational workplan. This will include providing targeted education and, when necessary, conducting internal audits on these topics.

One of the CMS TPE focus areas is chest X-rays, a service you have previously provided. We strongly encourage you to review the educational materials below on diagnostic chest X-ray billing, medical necessity, and documentation requirements. If you have any questions or need further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact YMCD.

YM Compliance Audit & Workplan Topic Takeaways:
The diagnostic chest X-ray (CPT 71046) is a focus area of the CMS TPE program. Although not officially included in the CMS TPE program, chest X-rays, single view (CPT 71045), are also commonly billed at Yale Medicine and must comply with the following guidelines and regulations.

There are many diagnoses which support reasonable and necessary conditions for a chest X-ray. Documentation should clearly identify the medical necessity for the diagnostic service.

Diagnostic Chest X-Rays
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· CPT code 71046 is utilized for radiologic examination, chest, 2 views.
· CPT code 71045 is utilized for radiology examination, chest, single view (Do not report in conjunction with CPT 71046).

Billing Regulations
· Selection of X-ray CPT codes is based on the anatomic-specific area (e.g., chest, abdomen) and the number of distinct views (e.g., AP, posterior anterior, lordotic, decubitus), not the actual number of images or pictures obtained.
· An image in the AP position is considered one distinct view and an image of the lateral position is considered a second distinct view.

· Repeat or additional X-ray of the same view (e.g., because of the need to include all the anatomy of a large body habitus or a repeated image because of motion artifact or other impaired visualization) do not count as additional distinct views, rather they are additional images to complete the view.

Documentation Requirements:

Ordering clinician:
· The clinician responsible for treating the patient must order the diagnostic test and provide a signed, valid order when referring the patient for the service.
· Sufficient documentation supports:
· Medical necessity (signs and symptoms)
· Relevant history, including known diagnoses
· A specific reason for the examination
· A provisional diagnosis, if applicable

Performing/billing clinician:
· The clinician responsible for interpreting the diagnostic test must document medical necessity for the service and a written report and summary of the findings.
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