
Yale SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
Access to Students as Research Subjects - Policy 

Responsible Office:		MD Education 
Policy Sponsor:		Chair, Policy Subcommittee 	
Effective Date:			09/12/2025 


Scope
Page 1 of 2


Page 2 of 2
This policy applies to research protocols that target and/or recruit students at the Yale School of Medicine (YSM) as study subjects or that use student data. This policy does not apply to research protocols for which all members of the community (e.g., faculty, staff, students, community-at-large) are potentially eligible to participate or enroll. This policy does not apply to program evaluation conducted by medical education faculty for curricular oversight and quality improvement unless it is being carried out for the purpose of research. 
Reason for the Policy
Due to the increasing number of research projects explicitly utilizing students at YSM as subjects, a 
Committee to Review Students as Research Subjects (CRSRS) has been established to review and approve requests for student participation or use of student data.  	


Definitions
Committee
Committee to Review Students as Research Subjects
[bookmark: _Toc425171621] 
[bookmark: _Toc427373286][bookmark: _Toc425171622]Policy Sections 
Requirements to use YSM students or their data as study subjects
1.1. All individuals seeking to utilize YSM students or their data as study subjects (including recruitment of students for educational research or retrospective review of educational data involving students) must obtain written approval from the CRSRS and approval or exemption from review from an Institutional Review Board (IRB). See Access to Students as Research Subjects Procedure for details. All limitations on access to individual student educational records must be followed, and these are outlined in the Confidentiality of Medical Student Educational Records - Policy policy.
1.2. The purpose of the CRSRS review is to ensure the following:
a) Issues of power are addressed
b) Potential student burden is considered
c) Impact on required curriculum and the learning environment is minimized. 
(i) Power issues may arise, for example, when the researcher/PI requesting student participation is in an evaluative role in relationship to the student(s), such as a course or clerkship director. 
(ii) [bookmark: _Toc425171625]Student burden and impact on the curriculum, in turn, may arise from timing, types of interventions, and length of surveys or other data collection instruments. 

Special Situations & Exceptions
Exceptions to this policy must be documented using the YSM Policy/ Procedure/ Guideline Exception Request - Form and presented to Jeremy Moeller (Chair, Education Policy and Curriculum Committee)  
Roles & Responsibilities

Contact Information 
Jeremy Moeller (Chair, Education Policy and Curriculum Committee) 
Jeremy.moeller@yale.edu
203-737-4190
Peter Takizawa (Chair, Policy Subcommittee) 
Peter.takizawa@yale.edu

Related Information
Confidentiality of Medical Student Educational Records - Policy 
Access to Students as Research Subjects – Procedure  
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