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Dr. Chip Dumais
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Collaborative Research Agenda
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Research Briefs
(see http://peer.yale.edu/publications)
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Dual Language Learners Project

• Includes four elements:
– Creating practice and policy briefs on assessment, 

instruction, and family engagement for DLLs 
– Surveying ECE parents, teachers and 

administrators about existing DLL and family 
engagement programs and supports

– Examining the link between survey results and 
child/family outcomes 

– Translating research findings into meaningful 
professional development for EC educators

• Supported by the Spencer Foundation
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Maritime Odyssey Preschool

• STEM-based preschool 
in Norwalk

• PEER supporting
– Theory of Change 

development
– Formative evaluation
– Summative evaluation
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Stamford PKTS Tool

• Assisted district and ECE stakeholders in 
examining questions about the tool concerning: 
– Use 
– Interpretability 
– Usefulness
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Preschool Development Grant Evaluation

• Evaluating of effects of PDG into kindergarten
– K readiness
– Attendance 
– Discipline 
– Time to SPED
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Session Objectives

• Explore how PEER research findings have or 
might impact practice within member and 
affiliate organizations.

• Strategize about what potential projects within 
PEER’s priority research areas would best 
serve PEER communities in the years to come.
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Welcome

• Name

• Organization 

• Role
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John Q. Easton

Keynote Address:
Why I Think that Research Practice 
Partnerships (RPPs) Can Improve 
Education Research, Practice, and 
Policy
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Elbow Chat

• What stood out from the keynote? 
• Where were there connections to your work? 
• What questions do you have for John?
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Questions & Answers
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Break
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Pop-Up Talks

• Anna Witkowski, Director of School Readiness, 
Children’s Learning Centers of Fairfield County
– PKTS Tool 

• Thomas Naiman, Director of Education, The 
Maritime Aquarium
– Maritime Odyssey Preschool Evaluation



S L I D E  16

Small Group Discussion

• How have or might 
PEER’s research 
findings impact 
practice within 
your organization?

• What are the 
obstacles to using 
PEER’s research 
findings to inform 
practice?
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Lunch
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Debrief
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Small Group Discussion

• What new projects 
or collaborations 
within PEER’s 
priority research 
areas would best 
serve your 
community in the 
years to come?
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Debrief
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Break
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Fireside Chat 
RPP Effectiveness and Sustainability
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Thank You!

http://peer.yale.edu
peer@yale.edu
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