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Qualitative Research Discussion Group (QRDG)

QRDG Overview:

The goal of the Qualitative Research Discussion Group (QRDG) is to provide
opportunities for individuals involved in qualitative or mixed-methods research to meet
regularly to discuss the qualitative research process and potentially problem-solve
issues that may arise when engaged in qualitative research. Discussion topics include,
but are not limited to: logistics, data management, analysis, dissemination, role of the
researcher, and ethics. It is intended as a venue for discussing research in progress
and new or relevant literature on qualitative methods and practice as well as to create
networking opportunities and foster research collaborations. CIRA’s Interdisciplinary
Research Methods (IRM) Core Core member, Lauretta Grau, PhD, is coordinating the
meetings. She can be reached at lauretta.grau@yale.edu.

Debbie Humphries Bio:

Dr. Humphries has a broad background in public health research and practice. She has
been a consultant in the areas of diet and physical activity behavior change,
sustainability of community health programs, program monitoring and evaluation, and
training in participatory monitoring and evaluation for organizations in Vietnam, Africa
and in the United States. She has extended that reach through her Practice-based
Community Health Research course which places student groups with agencies in the
State of Connecticut to plan and evaluate programs. Sample projects include:
Determining the Best Time to Implement Routine HIV Testing in Jails; Barriers to
Accessing Health Care and Health Needs of Undocumented Immigrants; Evaluation of
HIV/AIDS prevention, testing and care in Connecticut Correctional Facilities; and
Strategies to Reduce Low Birth Weight in New Haven: An Evaluation of the Outreach
Strategy of the New Haven Maternal and Child Health Department. Humphries is also a
member of the Community Research Engagement steering committee at Yale.

Dr. Humphries' research addresses interactions between nutrition and infectious
disease, as well as programmatic approaches to improving public health. This work has
taken her to Asia and Africa where she has studied environmental factors and intestinal
helminth infections and their relationship to anemia as well as effectiveness of
intervention programs. She is currently collaborating on a longitudinal study to
characterize parasite and host factors affecting response to deworming in Ghana.
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