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Molecular Biophysics and Biochemistry
Departmental-Colloquium

Sir John Meurig Thomas

Honorary Professor of Materials Science

Unuversity of Cambridge

Architects of Structural Biology:
Bragg, Perutz and Kendrew

When Max Perutz and John Kendrew, principal founders of molecular biology, set
about, m the late 1940s, to solve the structures of haemoglobin and myoglobin, many
scientists, notably the eminent developmental biologist, Conrad Waddington, ridiculed
the name molecular biology and others accused them and their team, which included
Crick and Watson, of practicing biochemustry without license. This semiar will
describe the early history of the revolution that they, and their mentor, Lawrence Bragg,
mitiated that ultimately transformed all of biology.
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