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Dear Colleagues, 
 
PPE Update 
We continue to monitor our access to PPE at Smilow Cancer Hospital and at all of our Care 
Centers. All physicians, nurses, and staff should wear appropriate PPE at all times while in the 
clinical environment, as instructed to do so. 
 

• Please refer to the latest YNHHS/YM Guidelines on PPE policies online. 

 
• Please do not wear makeup while wearing PPE. Stained PPE cannot be sterilized and 

reprocessed and currently up to 25% of collected PPE is discarded because of staining. 

 
• Donated masks have been delivered to all ambulatory clinics for distribution to 

patients and approved visitors. Boxes are clearly marked for Patients/Visitors. If a 
patient or visitor arrives with a mask on, they may continue to use their own mask. 
Patients and visitors should keep the masks provided to them, and be encouraged to 
wear them. 

 
 
COVID-19 Research 
We are grateful to Akiko Iwasaki, PhD, for her leadership in the study of immune response to 
COVID-19 and for taking the time to present during Grand Rounds earlier this week. Dr. 
Iwasaki’s research efforts will undoubtedly bring new insights into the immune system’s 
ability to halt the coronavirus, and potential vaccine development. If you missed her 
presentation, it is available for review on the Yale Cancer Center website. 
 
 
NP 4 and NP 8 Clinical Research 
In addition to the location changes for medical and surgical oncology care from NP 4 and NP 
8, patients currently enrolled on clinical trials from these units will transition their trial 
follow-up to new locations: 
 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001EUQ0huWcqr6XfySvJJfOgCNvlyScD4zqpirGG76Sx-z60dRODJ1xF0GFBnUcYpmhs6Vx8SipAeEUvTls6BXuVmNeDHOi0nDcSuYY7-dH_Vrz-PLU9LoGd8-HLOP_7sysfvYL-3aKlAG--vXFA8Mwf23YKWWzWpPqVABaT6yvjIhXf44QXWwh5l5OEfU3ZpRrgLciXHVeiWfRIQFso0-7DthyJXD2nCwBOs1EU6m8PtUf4xyAP1UDKgL923b-5cZy%26c%3DqtEJ924YKVlnIm1Eispcn0mq_PSkfoZId8beisLEMtECE4cmbVWBow%3D%3D%26ch%3D0O1fwW0TNR_IsCxs29ZEEA1Rb0_rJA21B8nqiumitRplbnzPbot54g%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cemily.fenton%40yale.edu%7Cb6114a847dc84da8dc4c08d7dd9cdc79%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637221538102179660&sdata=6YLVKqsLfSfp%2Fp75oZfb7qCOLMDm38A6dL12OBT66T0%3D&reserved=0
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• Melanoma and Lung Cancer Trials: Patients will be seen by their providers and 
treated in North Haven. 

 
• Genitourinary Cancer Trials: Patients will be seen by their GU provider either in 

North Haven or in the Phase I Clinic at 55 Park Avenue; they are receiving individual 
communication on the location of their visit and treatment. 

 
• Gastrointestinal Cancer Trials: Patients will be seen by their GI provider either in 

North Haven or in the Phase I Clinic at 55 Park Avenue; they are receiving individual 
communication on the location of their visit and treatment. 

 
• Head and Neck Cancer Trials: Patients will be seen by their provider and treated in 

the Phase I Clinic. 

 
• Neuro-Oncology Trials: Patients will be seen by their providers and treated in North 

Haven. 
 

Smilow Stars 

 

We would like to recognize the 
heroic efforts of our entire 
Breast Center and Gynecologic 
Oncology teams for their work 
leading up to and during the 
move of our clinical space from 
NP 1 to the Shoreline Medical 
Center in Guilford last week. 
Their organized planning and 
tireless efforts helped to ensure 
our patients were greeted with 
ease in Guilford on Monday 
morning. While adjustments 
have continued throughout the 
week, overall, our patients and 
clinicians have transitioned to 
the new clinical setting with 
very few disruptions. A special 
thanks to Kerstyn Deskin, 
Clinical Operations 
Manager; Bethany Larkin, 
Assistant Patient Services 
Manager; Camille Servodidio, 
Program Manager; 
andShagunna Renee Muse, 
Administrative Manager, for 
their on-the-ground leadership 
during the transition. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Key Upcoming Events 

 

• April 11: YNHH Town Hall; 10:30am 

• April 13: Schwartz Rounds; Noon 

• April 14: Yale Cancer Center Grand Rounds; Noon 

• April 15: Patient and Family Forum; 7pm 
 
 

Best regards, 
 

Charles S. Fuchs, MD, MPH                                            
Director, Yale Cancer Center                
Physician-in-Chief, Smilow Cancer Hospital        
 

Lori C. Pickens, MHA     
Senior Vice President and Executive Director 

Smilow Cancer Hospital 
 

Kevin G. Billingsley, MD 

Chief Medical Officer 

Smilow Cancer Hospital 
 

Kim Slusser, MSN, RN, CHPN, NEA-BC 

Vice President for Patient Services 

Smilow Cancer Hospital 
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