NSC Buprenorphine (Suboxone) Checklist
· HIV positive

· Currently dependent on opioids (including methadone) or previously-dependent on opioids and at-risk for relapse

· Not dependent on or abusing benzodiazepines

· Exception: concomitant low-dose Rx benzodiazepines under close supervision of a mental health provider; pt must demonstrate he/she is well engaged/compliant with overall mental health treatment.  If this treatment is rendered at an outside facility, pt MUST sign ROI to allow NSC provider to communicate freely with mental health provider. Decision to start Suboxone in these cases is at the discretion of the medical provider.  

· Not dependent on or abusing alcohol

· Not pregnant or trying to become pregnant

· Not actively suicidal or with suicidal ideation

· Able to understand and consent to conditions of contract

· Liver function tests normal or < 5 times normal

· Able to stop current opioid for required length of time prior to induction

· Likely to keep scheduled appointments for Primary HIV Care

· Likely to keep scheduled appointments with SW/SA counselor

· Likely to comply with terms of the contract

