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Dear Colleagues, 
 

2022 Wellness Survey 

The Yale New Haven Health annual wellness survey is live. Please take a few minutes to 
complete the survey and share your perspective with leadership. The survey will be live until 
the beginning of June and non-responders will receive weekly reminders. Each survey invite 
is personal--you can find yours by searching your inbox 
for #2022YNHHSMedicalProfessionalWellbeingSurvey. Thank you in advance for your 
time. 
 
 

Administrative Approval for Anti-Cancer or Cancer Supportive Care Medications 

Effective immediately at all Smilow Cancer Hospital ambulatory patient care areas, including 
York Street Campus, the Smilow Cancer Care Centers, and the Health System Delivery 
Networks, prior authorization and financial clearance must be obtained before starting anti-
cancer or supportive care treatment. To allow for thorough financial clearance review, orders 
should be placed in EPIC a minimum of 72 business hours prior to the patient’s scheduled 
visit.  
  
Occasionally, authorization is delayed, denied, or cannot be obtained prior to treatment due 
to urgent clinical need. A standard operating procedure has been developed to outline the 
prior authorization workflow and the responsibility and expectations from clinicians and care 
teams. This SOP also includes the process for escalation to Lori Pickens, MHA, Senior Vice 
President and Executive Director of Smilow Cancer Hospital, to request administrative 
approval to administer anti-cancer or cancer supportive care medications without prior 
authorization.Please review and contact Sam Abdelghany, PharmD, MHA, BCOP, if you have 
any questions. 
 
 

Revised and Renamed Chemotherapy/Biotherapy Consent Form 

The Chemotherapy/Biotherapy Consent Form has been revised and renamed as the Anti-
Cancer Therapy Consent to apply to any class of drug and ever-growing number of therapies. 
In addition, side effects related to circulation, mood, sexuality, and autoimmune reactions 
were added to the consent. The revised form is available in English and Spanish in their 
current locations: in Smilow Tools (under Consents Chemo/Biotherapy), in Via Oncology 
under each clinical protocol selection, in the e-consent option, and in the YNHH Print Center. 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Lb1bExM23mpu7dmLPz0CQa5ApUD0TYUaXLeD3ddxRrMWIlTC9QGAdY9fY7Fg8QAEoIrtlabJKmEh9AxF4rQ2okTNRW2L3-bPlmPuM0rkeqwcKUnGA_OlDv85VHaKW-JtGfjcivDIrP7IlcrIJW4_HMibpFF3r7OACvpawqL4zJJj-kK3EhwZQLXBkbUgaGqj_KY2aAoJ69RBJRZH6tc2_6jnHQmFjtmeDA3nay1hp1Xwbgc6VqUzJ9SG97mVCdEA10akg_ICXYy5ry5zPjrU8E3mop13c_Ah0qZqvhXhYZXzloGSEbW66GiJz9CHiPIXCDbUyLxTuqIMYg4P8yQDH_HAOhkwzNuN6cjnJROaW8hRujS1l461u-pvEQL-vgk8c8BgFLgwdN6aGxwGBEwSYSg2ndLhXhQqbOb9Ybj4lqAEWhOCB2AGXNu-r1kFazWyp329953SST8emQvadK6ce3f0YShWhag3qKbNqPOO6tQrrNM0S8b8FdoPelfNtifa5wOPbKY1ahKk6kH8_Ni6nY7Hea-ie7-JfEeBu1cME72W4zmpZw9bDI0pCK09MWb2eG-MO6q5p8MmC4rb16h8uGbSpTI7TAi4wc4TBCcFxdEsEYq4vMT_4pO9HKA6XBRBEuhk3iGVeFv32UbNOezvhw39TwouwwNKjpQi1e7OWV1v1a19oquXFgwH95W9sj6Uf2wY6VzFVonO_0flPmiIhQ3E3ZufIHxf0wyNPpE7BNaRyBKJjHk7vAYVBSksb6AW2nCQtaKCBAuSmzzMGZDTJdgu5SdYAn0UID_9UrBS1s2nhOtG5JZfTO21vVx305zF6mzke-O7R_cwEpA0zCSe5zNUWCCC9QVCOuPE13P4bmNGiUJVHRiTTTHK1hj63--A%26c%3DnAwRkkc3-v9BWA3hmKZN_XHFr9kI1vC4v-01Qpahpb745F9PcSELhQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D7gr_qlNpyEX47mlXFrpeDFXEHu_068V-DTf1UERDcG5KsRtAHNAxSw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cemily.montemerlo%40yale.edu%7C264cc64c086540217c8208da3996c687%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637885617045855846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6Uf4ODn2R48pAigF5GiYrWf6REisRrzV3NpIjqERuDQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:osama.obdelghany@ynhh.org


Translated versions of the new consent form in additional 15 languages can also be found in 
the Print Center. Staff responsible for scanning the signed paper consent forms should 
continue to file the Anti-Cancer Therapy Consent under the Consent for 
Chemotherapy/Biotherapy Tab.  
 
 

Pharmacogenomic Panel Testing for Newly Diagnosed Patients with GI Malignancies 
with Potential for 5-FU-Based Adjuvant Therapy 

Patients with newly diagnosed GI malignancies are poised to benefit from ActX testing. To 
ensure DPYD results are available at the initiation of adjuvant chemotherapy, the test is 
needed perioperatively.  

• Smilow oncology pharmacists will identify qualifying patients and place the 
pharmacogenomics panel laboratory order, with the respective surgeon’s co-
signature, during their inpatient surgical encounter.  

• Pharmacists will coordinate result return and any necessary therapeutic 
changes, while also documenting findings important to patient care. 
Pharmacists will also engage the patient’s medical oncologist to adjust 
fluoropyrimidine dosing, if indicated.  

• Smilow Cancer Hospital Pharmacy Contacts: Stephanie Trexler, PharmD, BCOP; 
Jane Lee, PharmD, BCOP; Man Yee Merl, PharmD, BCOP; System Clinical 
Coordinator, Pharmacogenomics: Rebecca Pulk, PharmD, MS 

• Pharmacogenomics Service Email: PGx@ynhh.org 
 
 

NCODA’s Positive Quality Intervention in Action 

To promote higher quality patient care, the National Community Oncology Dispensing 
Association, Inc. (NCODA) created the NCODA Positive Quality Intervention (PQI) as a 
resource for healthcare providers. In the current issue, Anne Chiang, MD, PhD, Evanica 
Rosselli, RN, MSN, Darren Luon, PharmD, BCOP, and Krystal Zoock, CPhT, discussed how 
utilizing the Selpercatinib Genomic Testing Management PQI and the Selpercatinib 
Management PQI elevates patient care. 
Learn More 

 
 

NCCN Annual Report 

The National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) recently published their 2021 Annual 
Report. In collaboration with Yale Cancer Center and Smilow Cancer Hospital, NCCN 
continued to update and share relevant and influential guidance while working to improve 
the quality, effectiveness, equitability, and accessibility of cancer care globally over the last 
year. This report reflects on the accomplishments of 2021 and shares new initiatives that 
support NCCN’s mission.   
  
The Annual Report also highlights the NCCN Board of Directors, Committees, and Guidelines 
Panels, including participation on NCCN Committees and Guidelines Panels. 

 

Best regards, 
 

Kevin G. Billingsley, MD, MBA 

Chief Medical Officer 

mailto:PGx@ynhh.org
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Lb1bExM23mpu7dmLPz0CQa5ApUD0TYUaXLeD3ddxRrMWIlTC9QGAdY9fY7Fg8QAEGnmEBKMnJyIZnFS91Mlw0EuDPnje8f35ds4twh6ptO2CRzcAu5CpBK5_czHP_LwnF99aNjEAnmcPPZFZN4nm18ckUSD3emDlT2Zw9YVGSC_VtAtKu9FFdSpxvVLPPoaY4ZcBD-4j_83TbJMKSCftCGYL9vNfO05s%26c%3DnAwRkkc3-v9BWA3hmKZN_XHFr9kI1vC4v-01Qpahpb745F9PcSELhQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D7gr_qlNpyEX47mlXFrpeDFXEHu_068V-DTf1UERDcG5KsRtAHNAxSw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cemily.montemerlo%40yale.edu%7C264cc64c086540217c8208da3996c687%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637885617045855846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=58bJmGvow3cMWwVf9JJ7%2FqtSE41f8awBiX%2BTPvgjUpk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Lb1bExM23mpu7dmLPz0CQa5ApUD0TYUaXLeD3ddxRrMWIlTC9QGAdY9fY7Fg8QAEGPrQuWRXgvrpRSkuUSm49OWBuUB6-LpJGwoRrg1p9Dyil59W1As77srngd4gmalamBAv1z-iRe7FLMBSrHvoOg%3D%3D%26c%3DnAwRkkc3-v9BWA3hmKZN_XHFr9kI1vC4v-01Qpahpb745F9PcSELhQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D7gr_qlNpyEX47mlXFrpeDFXEHu_068V-DTf1UERDcG5KsRtAHNAxSw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cemily.montemerlo%40yale.edu%7C264cc64c086540217c8208da3996c687%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637885617045855846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DZlJ24D13BEbQelFfqrfIGkJdpUNWNwIrX5T7D2xhdA%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001Lb1bExM23mpu7dmLPz0CQa5ApUD0TYUaXLeD3ddxRrMWIlTC9QGAdY9fY7Fg8QAEPP8kKtLE-eub8jlHuiusDIT0a0c4zMdEl-RD3J-M1w0OtwORxxjS56r6ZbXoOSynE8iSPcCf7o9PFLQZmx0JTh3RMEmtNDif1jwgH3UDTIlqWcBY_nLri692TzOhk3_JgxjAl34F3gnyOXbZ-q34cJkyicLd55Xg3TN9VFktTXM%3D%26c%3DnAwRkkc3-v9BWA3hmKZN_XHFr9kI1vC4v-01Qpahpb745F9PcSELhQ%3D%3D%26ch%3D7gr_qlNpyEX47mlXFrpeDFXEHu_068V-DTf1UERDcG5KsRtAHNAxSw%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cemily.montemerlo%40yale.edu%7C264cc64c086540217c8208da3996c687%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637885617045855846%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wd86cBGHfcx2E%2BmgZs9aQU3ZGGy3GNo4cyd%2B7sH%2Fs74%3D&reserved=0


Smilow Cancer Hospital 
 

Kim Slusser, MSN, RN, CHPN, NEA-BC 

Vice President for Patient Services 

Smilow Cancer Hospital 
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