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Russia’s federal government is operating a large scale, 
systematic network of camps and other facilities that 
has held at least 6,000 children from Ukraine within 
Russia-occupied Crimea and mainland Russia during the 
past year. The roles played by forty-three (43) facilities 
have been identified and their locations have been 
subsequently verified at the time of this report. These 
findings are based on a conservative reading of data 
confirmed to date and released due to the concerning 
nature of the trends identified. Additional data analyzed 
by Yale HRL suggests that the total numbers of facilities 
and children being held are likely significantly higher 
than can be reported at this time. Further investigation 
is ongoing. 

These facilities appear to serve a range of purposes, 
including what Yale HRL terms ‘re-education,’ an effort 
to ostensibly make children more pro-Russia in their 
personal and political views. Some installations are 
in Siberia and along Russia’s far eastern Pacific coast. 
Four categories of children appear in this system:  

1. Children who have parents or clear familial 
guardianship; 

2. Children deemed to be orphans by Russia; 
3. Children who were under the care of Ukrainian 

state institutions prior to the February 2022 
invasion (often due to severe physical or mental 
disabilities); and 

4. Children whose custody is unclear or uncertain due 
to wartime circumstances caused by the February 
2022 full-scale invasion of Ukraine by Russia.1  

Children with clear guardianship status predating the 
February 2022 invasion of Ukraine by Russia appear 
primarily targeted for re-education camps and similar 
facilities. Both those purported to be orphans and 
those who were residents of state institutions appear 
mostly targeted for deportation to Russia’s territory for 
adoption and/or placement in foster care. Many children 
taken to camps are sent with the consent of their parents 
for an agreed duration of days or weeks and returned to 
their parents as originally scheduled.  

Other children have been held for months at these camps, 
including hundreds of children whose status is unknown; 
at the time of this report, it is unclear if they have been 
returned to their families. This report has identified 
two camps where children’s scheduled return date has 
been delayed by weeks. At two other camps identified, 
children’s returns have been indefinitely postponed.  

The separation of children from their parents for 
indefinite periods documented in this report, even if 
initial consent for their temporary relocation during an 

armed conflict was originally obtained, can constitute 
a violation of the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. Some of the alleged actions of Russia’s federal 
government and its proxies detailed in this report, such 
as unnecessarily expediting the adoption and fostering 
of children from Ukraine during the current emergency, 
could constitute a potential war crime and crime against 
humanity in some cases.  

This report is the result of an investigation by the Yale 
School of Public Health’s Humanitarian Research Lab 
(Yale HRL), a member of the Conflict Observatory, 
which is a project of the US State Department’s Bureau 
of Conflict and Stabilization Operations. The findings 
of this report represent the most detailed public 
accounting to date of what has happened to Ukraine’s 
children sent to these camps and other relevant facilities 
since 24 February 2022. 

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
1.a. Introduction
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• More than 6,000 children in Russia’s custody: Yale 
HRL has collected information about at least 6,000 
children from Ukraine ages four months to 17 years 
who have been held at camps and other facilities 
since the full-scale invasion of Ukraine on 24 
February 2022. Arrivals to these facilities began in 
February 2022; the most recent transfers occurred 
in January 2023. The total number of children is not 
known and is likely significantly higher than 6,000. 

• At least 43 facilities in network: The network 
spans at least 43 facilities identified by Yale HRL, 41 
of which are pre-existing summer camps in Russia-
occupied Crimea and Russia. Among the camps, 12 
are clustered around the Black Sea, 7 are in occupied 
Crimea, and 10 are clustered around the cities of 
Moscow, Kazan, and Yekaterinburg. Eleven of the 
camps are located over 500 miles from Ukraine’s 
border with Russia, including two camps in Siberia 
and one in Russia’s Far East. The exact number 
of facilities is likely significantly higher than the 
43 identified in this report. Yale HRL identified 
two facilities associated with the deportation of 
orphans: a psychiatric hospital and a family center.  

• Network of children’s facilities stretches from 
one end of Russia to the other: The furthest 
camp this investigation identifies is in Magadan 
oblast in Russia’s Far East near the Pacific Ocean, 
approximately 3,900 miles from Ukraine’s 
border with the Russian Federation. The camp 
in Magadan is roughly three times closer to the 
United States than it is to the border of Ukraine.  

• Primary purpose of the camps appears to be 
political re-education: At least 32 (78%) of the 
camps identified by Yale HRL appear engaged 
in systematic re-education efforts that expose 
children from Ukraine to Russia-centric academic, 
cultural, patriotic, and/or military education. 
Multiple camps endorsed by the Russian Federation 
are advertised as “integration programs”, 
with the apparent goal of integrating children 
from Ukraine into the Russian government’s 
vision of national culture, history, and society.2   

• Children from two of the camps have been placed 
with Russian foster families: Yale HRL identified at 
least two camps that hosted children alleged to be 
orphans who were later placed with foster families 
in Russia. Twenty children from these camps were 
reported to have been placed with families in 
Moscow oblast and enrolled in local schools there.3  
 

• Consent is collected under duress and routinely 
violated: Consent gathered from parents for 
their child to attend a camp included signing over 
power of attorney in some cases, including to an 
unnamed agent. Other parents allege that the 
specific elements of the consent they gave were 
violated, such as the term of stay and procedures 
for reuniting with their children. Still other parents 
allegedly refused to allow their children to go to 
camps but were ignored by camp organizers 
who enrolled the children in camps regardless. 
In many   cases, the ability of parents to provide 
meaningful consent may be considered doubtful, 
as the conditions of war and implicit threat from 
occupying forces represent conditions of duress. 

• Children’s returns from at least four camps 
have been suspended: In approximately 10% of 
camps identified by Yale HRL, children’s return 
to Ukraine was allegedly suspended. At two 
camps, Artek and Medvezhonok, children’s 
returns were suspended indefinitely according 
to parents. Medvezhonok is one of the largest 
camps identified, at one point hosting at least 300 
children from Ukraine. Officials there originally 
told the children’s parents they would return at 
the end of summer, but later rescinded the date 
of return. Hundreds of children from Ukraine from 
at least two other camps, Luchistyi and Orlyonok, 
have been or are being held past their scheduled 
date of return; Yale HRL has been unable to identify 
how many of these children have been reunited 
with their parents. Parents  also described being 
unable to get information about their child’s 
status or whereabouts after their return has 
been suspended. It is unknown how many of 
Ukraine’s children Russia currently holds and 
how many have been released to their families. 

• All levels of Russia’s government are involved: 
This operation is centrally coordinated by Russia’s 
federal government and involves every level of 
government. Yale HRL has identified several dozen 
federal, regional, and local figures directly engaged 
in operating and politically justifying the program. 
Activities of officials allegedly implicated in the 
operation include logistical coordination (i.e., 
transporting children), raising funds, collecting 
supplies, direct camp management, and promoting 
the program within Russia and occupied areas of 
Ukraine. At least 12 of these individuals are not on 
U.S. and/or international sanction lists at the time 
of this report.

1.b. Key Findings
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Russia began to systematically transport children from 
Ukraine into Russia days before the full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine began. These first transports of children in 
early February 2022 included a group of 500 purported 
orphans ‘evacuated’ from Donetsk oblast by Russia. The 
reason given publicly by Russia’s government at the 
time was the supposed threat of an offensive by the 
Ukrainian armed forces against the so-called Donetsk 
People’s Republic (DPR) and Luhansk People’s Republic 
(LPR).4 Like other groups of orphans that would later 
be brought to Russia after the full-scale invasion, some 
were adopted by families in Russia.5 By early March, 
additional groups of children would depart Ukraine for 
camps in Russia under the auspices of free recreational 
trips.6

Three dominant state-coordinated narratives appear for 
systematically moving children from Ukraine into Russia: 

1. ‘Evacuation’ of orphans and state wards 
from Ukrainian facilities controlled by 
Russia after February 2022 and from facilities 
that had already been under the control of 
Russia-aligned proxies before the invasion;  

2. Transfer of children to camps, often with the 
initial consent of parents and guardians; and 

3. Movement of children to Russia for supposed 
medical care, including children residing in 
Ukraine’s state facilities prior to February 2022 that 
came under Russia’s control. 

The camps and other facilities holding children from 
Ukraine are part of a system centrally coordinated by 
officials of Russia’s federal government. The management 
of these facilities and the logistics chains that support 
them fall to regional and local officials supported by 
members of Russia’s civil society and private sector. 
Russia’s President Vladimir Putin personally appointed 
many of the figures involved in this program and publicly 
supports their efforts. 

The apparent leader of this multi-faceted operation at 
the federal level is Maria Lvova-Belova, the Presidential 
Commissioner for Children’s Rights in the Russian 
Federation. She is currently sanctioned by the United 
States for her involvement in these activities.7  In January 
2023, President Putin directed Commissioner Lvova-
Belova to “take additional measures to identify minors” 
living in the occupied territories “left without parental 
care, and to promptly provide them with state social 
assistance, as well as to provide such persons with social 
support established by the legislation of the Russian 
Federation.”8 Additionally, in his New Year’s speech, Putin 
thanked Russia’s citizens for sending “children from the 
new subjects of the Russian Federation” on holidays.9 

1.c. Background on children’s camp system
Russia-aligned officials have been bringing Ukraine’s 
children from Russia- and proxy-occupied areas to 
summer camps in Russia’s territory since 2014.10 Some 
of the same facilities that have hosted children since 
2014 continue to host children brought to Russia since 
February 2022.11 Current operations, however, differ 
in their express purpose, apparent geographic scale, 
indeterminate duration, logistical complexity, breadth 
of official involvement, and the number of children 
involved. Since February 2022, Russia and its proxies 
expanded the promotion of ‘camp holidays’ in Russia and 
Russia-occupied Crimea to newly occupied territories. 
Statements made by high-level regional officials 
make clear that these camp programs are designed to 
“integrate” children from newly occupied territories into 
Russian life and to enforce a version of Russia’s history, 
culture, and society that serves the political interests 
of Russia’s government.12 In some cases, children also 
undergo military training.13 (See Section 2.)

In the cases of both individuals deemed orphans by 
Russia and children residing in state institutions, a 
Russia-appointed institutional authority or a higher-
level occupation authority directs the transfer of 
Ukraine’s children to Russia-occupied Crimea or Russia.14  
In at least one case, children whose custody status was 
unknown were transferred to Russia’s territory for foster 
care and possible adoption.15 Many of these transfers 
are coordinated by federal officials and conducted 
in concert with Russia’s regional leaders and proxy 
authorities. Children have been transported by bus, 
train, commercial aircraft, and, in at least one case, by 
Russia’s Aerospace Forces.16 Alleged orphans and other 
children from Ukraine’s state institutions are sometimes 
temporarily housed at camps and so-called family 
centers as waypoints during transit.17

The government of Ukraine and senior human rights 
officials at the United Nations have raised alarms 
about these activities for nearly a year. In June 2022, 
Ukraine’s then-prosecutor general Iryna Venediktova 
told journalists, “From the first days of the war, we 
started this case about genocide....That’s why this 

“Giving [Ukraine’s children Russian] 
nationality or having them adopted 
goes against the fundamental 
principles of child protection in 
situations of war....This is something 
that is happening in Russia and 
must not happen.”

- Filippo Grande
UN High Commissioner for Refugees
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forcible transfer of children is very important for us.”18  
The then-UN High Commissioner for Human Rights 
Michelle Bachelet similarly told the Security Council in 
June 2022 that the Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (OHCHR) was investigating alleged 
plans for the forcible deportation of Ukraine’s children 
to Russia, “which do not appear to include steps for 
family reunification or respect the best interests of the 
child.”19  In September 2022, the UN Assistant Secretary-
General for Human Rights, Ilze Brands Kehris, told 
the UN Security Council that he had seen “...credible 
accusations that Russia’s forces have sent Ukrainian 
children to Russia for adoption as part of a larger-scale 
forced relocation and deportation programme.”20 On 27 
January 2023, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
Filippo Grandi said, “Giving [Ukraine’s children Russian] 
nationality or having them adopted goes against the 
fundamental principles of child protection in situations 
of war....This is something that is happening in Russia and 
must not happen.” He added that his office was unable 
to estimate the number of Ukraine’s children put up for 
adoption in Russia because of the limited access that is 
allowed: “We are seeking access all the time, and access 
has been rather rare, sporadic and not unfettered, if you 
see what I mean.”21

1.d. Methodology
The investigative methodology for this report relies on 
extensive open source research. This process includes 
aggregating and cross-verifying multiple sources 
to understand the system of relocations, camps, re-
education, adoptions, and foster placements. Facilities 
that allegedly host children from Ukraine were 
identified through social media posts, government 
announcements and publications, and news reports. 
The locations of these camps and related facilities were 
then geolocated by referencing photographs, videos, 
and descriptions of children from Ukraine at the location 
against reference photographs on the camp’s website 
or user-generated photographs on mapping sites (e.g., 
Yandex Maps). Information about the activities at 
these sites and the experiences of children and parents 
was also collected, analyzed, and verified by multiple 
researchers. Each location and thematic claim required 
independent concurrence by at least two researchers 
to be included in this report. Specifically collected Very 
High-Resolution (VHR) satellite imagery was used 
to verify and corroborate those claims through the 
identification of relevant visible components, such as 
activity at a location during a relevant period.

Those who facilitate this system were often clearly 
identified in open source material gathered through the 
above steps. In many cases the information connecting 
officials, camp administrators, and civil society and 
private sector actors to camps represents prima facie 
evidence of their involvement. Many officials celebrate 
their involvement in social media posts, give interviews 

to Russian media outlets, or pose in photographs with 
children from Ukraine at camps and facilities in territory 
under Russia’s control. When officials do not implicate 
themselves in this program through their own words, 
multiple credible sources are required to verify their 
involvement.

The methodology used for this report has the distinct 
advantage of collecting data not initially intended 
for researchers, prosecutors, or others documenting 
alleged abuses. This methodology has limitations. Yale 
HRL explicitly relies on open source information to do its 
work and does not conduct interviews with witnesses or 
victims. When analysts are unable to identify whether a 
child had returned home, it can be difficult to determine 
who has custody of the child through open source means 
alone. The 43 facilities identified in this report represent 
only those for which data were available to establish 
their locations and the presence of Ukraine’s children 
to sufficient confidence at the time of publication. 
(See Appendix I for further detail on methodology and 
limitations.) Further investigation is ongoing.

Similarly, the public’s limited access to these facilities and 
the children from Ukraine held there results in specific 
information about conditions and activities in the camps 
coming largely from the officials overseeing the system. 
Information that casts these activities negatively is 
unlikely to be reported by these officials. The experiences 
of children who have either been returned to their 
families or retrieved from the camps by loved ones are 
sometimes shared publicly by their families, but these 
cases are understandably rare. Many families in Ukraine 
do not want to publicly share their experiences because 
they fear they will be seen as collaborators with Russia. 
Those living under Russia’s occupation may likewise 
not report mistreatment due to fear of reprisals from 
Russia’s forces. Certain especially sensitive subjects, 
such as sexual and gender-based violence, are likely to 
be routinely underreported because of cultural stigma 
and the risk of retaliation.

All open source materials in Ukrainian or Russian 
were initially translated using Google or DeepL and 
subsequently verified by a language expert. Names of 
camps in Russia are transliterated, rather than translated, 
from the Russian.
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The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) passed 
UNSC Resolution 1261 in 1999, which details six grave 
violations against children during armed conflict.22 
These six grave violations are derived from accepted 
instruments and bedrock principles of international 
humanitarian law, international human rights law, and 
international juris prudence, including the Four Geneva 
Conventions and their additional protocols, the Rome 
Statute, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child.23 
Grave violation 5 is the abduction of children by either 
state or non-state actors during both interstate and 
intrastate warfare.24 The United Nations’ 2013 edition 
of its working paper on the legal foundation of the six 
grave violations explains why child abduction during 
armed conflict constitutes a grave violation:

Abducting or seizing children against their will or 
the will of their adult guardians either temporarily 
or permanently and without due cause, is illegal 
under international law. It may constitute a 
grave breach of the Geneva Conventions and in 
some circumstances amount to war crimes and 
crimes against humanity.25

The alleged actions of the Russian Federation since 
its full-scale invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 can 
constitute the grave violation of child abduction during 
armed conflict. The rushed adoption and rehoming of 
children in emergency conditions, transferring children 
across international borders unnecessarily, holding 
children incommunicado from their families, prolonged 
custody of children, even if eventually temporary, 
without express parental consent in each case, and 
political indoctrination and (in some cases) military 
training of minors may all constitute potential violations 
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the 
Geneva Conventions.26 

At present, Russia should be considered in breach 
of its obligations under multiple international 
treaties and instruments to which it is party. Russia 
can easily and quickly take the following four steps 
to move towards compliance with international 
humanitarian and human rights law related to 
the treatment of children during armed conflict: 

• Russia must create a registry of all children from 
Ukraine currently in its custody and share it with 
the Government of Ukraine and all relevant inter-
governmental organizations responsible for child 
protection and the restoration of family links.  

• All Ukrainian children in Russia or Russia-
occupied territory separated from their 
parents or legal guardians must be given 
the ability to immediately communicate 
with family members of their choosing. 

1.e. Legal analysis and recommendations
• Adoptions and other forms of rehoming 

Ukraine’s children by Russia and its proxies must 
be stopped immediately. All adoption records, 
court decisions, and other relevant documents 
generated by the Russian government related 
to Ukraine’s children from the start of 2022 to 
the present should be shared with appropriate 
inter-governmental authorities at once. 

• A neutral inter-governmental organization must 
be granted immediate and free access by Russia 
to the sites identified within this report and other 
facilities at which children from Ukraine are being 
held inside Russia and Russia-occupied territory 
to meet with the children held there and conduct 
unhindered inspections of the facilities.
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All the camps analyzed by Yale HRL were hosted on pre-
existing campgrounds and establishments, many of 
which are located near the Black Sea. Among the 41 camps 
included in this analysis, 7 camps are in Russia-occupied 
Crimea and 34 are in mainland Russia. The furthest camp 
identified was in Magadan, nearly 4,000 miles from 
Ukraine’s border with Russia. In most cases, children from 
Ukraine living in the same region travel together to the 
camps. In many cases, but not all, a group’s destination 
is determined by which region of the Russian Federation 
has taken patronage over that location (see Section 3 for 
more on patronage). Three camp locations analyzed in 
this dataset were still active as of December 2022 and 
at least one site was active in January 2023.27 In addition 
to 41 camp facilities, HRL also identified a psychiatric 
hospital in Russia-occupied Crimea and a family center 
in Moscow oblast to which children with disabilities and 
allegedly orphaned children were deported, respectively. 
Given President Putin’s empowerment of Commissioner 
Lvova-Belova to “take additional measures” regarding 
children in newly occupied territories, it seems likely that 
deportation of orphaned children and programming for 
Ukraine’s children in Russia’s territory will continue.28

2. LOGISTICS & CONCERNING TRENDS 
WITHIN THE CAMP SYSTEM

FIG 1 | Russia’s system of re-education camps and adoption

# CAMP FACILITIES
1
2
3
4-5
6

NUMBERS TO WATCH
• 1000+ “ORPHANS” 

PENDING ADOPTION

• 350 OF UKRAINE’S CHILDREN 
ALREADY RE-HOMED

• 14,700 OF UKRAINE’S CHILDREN 
OFFICIALLY DOCUMENTED 
AS “DEPORTED”

• 126 DEPORTED CHILDREN 
RETURNED TO UKRAINE 
(JAN 2023)

• ACTUAL ESTIMATE: CLOSER 
TO SEVERAL HUNDRED 
THOUSAND CHILDREN 
DISPLACED OR DEPORTED
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Children from Ukraine are typically transported to Russia 
or Russia-occupied Crimea for four claimed reasons:  

1. To attend nominally ‘recreational’ camps; 
2. For ostensible evacuation from fighting in frontline 

areas; 
3. For apparent medical evacuation; or 
4. For adoption by or placement with foster families 

in Russia.   

The exact number of children who have been transported 
to Russia for the reasons mentioned above is unknown. 
In January 2023, Russia claimed that 728,000 children 
had arrived in Russia since February 2022; this estimate 
likely includes children who evacuated into Russia with 
their families.29

As of 26 January 2023, Ukraine’s government had 
collected reports of over 14,700 children classified as 
“deported” to Russia.30 The government portal does not 
specify whether these children were unaccompanied 
or under what circumstances they went to Russia. 
Ukraine’s Presidential Commissioner for the Rights of 
the Child and Child Rehabilitation has stated that this 
database consists only of “documented cases” where 
the child’s full name and date of birth are known.31 
“These  are children who, according to the statements 
of their parents, friends and relatives, were recognized 

2.a. How and why children are transported to 

as forcibly deported or displaced.”32 However, these 
numbers represent only the cases that have been 
officially documented and reported; the government 
of Ukraine estimates that the actual number is “several 
hundred thousand.”33 

In summer 2022 Commissioner Lvova-Belova claimed 
that 350 “orphans” had been adopted from Russia-
occupied Donetsk and Luhansk and “over a thousand” 
were awaiting adoption.34 However, not all children in 
Ukraine’s orphanages are necessarily orphans: Ukraine 
informed the United Nations prior to the invasion that 
the majority of children of the state “’are not orphans, 
have no serious illness or disease and are in an institution 
because their families are in difficult circumstances.’”35  
According to official statistics published by the 
Ukrainian government, as of late January 2023 Ukraine 
has recovered only 126 of the “deported” children.36  
The United States estimated in October that Russia’s 
authorities have taken 260,000 children from Ukraine 
to Russia.37 These numbers do not specify how many of 
the total number of Ukraine’s children in Russia are at 
or have been to camps. Russia’s first Deputy Minister 
of Education announced in October 2022 that 22,000 
children from Donbas stayed in camps in Russia during 
summer 2022 and 5,000 more from Kherson oblast 
would visit camps in the fall.38 The so-called DPR reported 
in November 2022 that over 18,000 children from the 

Russia and Russia-occupied territory
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region had gone to camps that year with the support of 
Russia’s federal government.39

2.A.I. SUPPOSED RECREATION CAMPS
Yale HRL found that children from temporarily occupied 
areas of Ukraine have been sent to ‘recreation’ camps 
in Russia since February 2022, including children from 
Zaporizhzhia, Kharkiv, Kherson, Donetsk, and Luhansk 
oblasts. Yale HRL found no data to suggest that any 
families paid for their children’s trips; it appears that 
all camps analyzed in this dataset were provided 
completely free of charge to children from Ukraine, 
often funded by Russia’s regional governments (see 
Section 3 below). Parents and children in Ukraine became 
aware of these recreational camps through Russia-
appointed occupation authorities, local teachers, and 
Russia’s soldiers.40 In several cases, officials  persuaded 
or pressured parents who were reluctant to send their 
children to Russia.41

Parents from Ukraine cited many reasons for sending 
their children to Russia-sponsored camps. Many of 
these parents are low-income and wanted to take 
advantage of a free trip for their child.42 Some hoped 
to protect their children from ongoing fighting, to send 
them somewhere with intact sanitation, or to ensure 
they had nutritious food of the sort unavailable where 
they live.43 Other parents simply wanted their child to be 
able to have a vacation.44 While the majority of parents 
appeared to give their consent for their child to attend 
a camp, that consent may not be meaningful in many 
cases (see Section 2(b)(iv)). Children are taken to the 
camps in groups by bus, train, and commercial planes. 
Several camps were located thousands of miles away, 
so some groups of children have been required to take 
multiple modes of transportation. Children attending 
a camp in Magadan in Russia’s Far East were required 
to travel by bus, train, and two flights.45 Once at the 
camps, some children from Ukraine are not returned in 
the agreed-upon timeframe and are unable to contact 
their parents. Some parents are not notified when their 
children’s return is suspended and, in numerous cases, 
parents who were able to regain custody had to make 
the difficult and dangerous journey to the camp to 
retrieve their children in person.46 (See subsection below 
on suspended returns.)

2.A.II. RUSSIA’S DESIGNATION OF ORPHANS
Children who are deemed orphans by Russia’s authorities 
are taken from Ukraine’s territory for various reasons, 
often being ‘evacuated’ for claimed safety concerns 
which may or may not be true. It is important to note 
that there are allegations that not all the children 
deemed “orphans” by Russia and its proxy officials are 
in fact orphans; the government of Ukraine told the 
United Nations before the invasion that some children in 
Ukraine’s orphanages “are not orphans, have no serious 
illness or disease and are in an institution because their 
families are in difficult circumstances.” 47

During one evacuation, hundreds of children from 
orphanages and boarding houses were transported from 
already-occupied areas of Russia-occupied Donetsk 
and Luhansk oblast in the week prior to the full-scale 
invasion.48 Some of those children stayed at camps and 
were later fostered by families in Russia.49 

Another group of more than 50 alleged orphans 
ranging in age from nine months to five years was taken 
from Donetsk oblast to Moscow oblast via a Russian 
Aerospace Forces plane accompanied by Commissioner 
Lvova-Belova in October 2022.50 According to the 
Kremlin, the head of the so-called DPR “requested 
their evacuation to safe areas of the country”, claiming 
that “some [children] need lifesaving assistance and 
rehabilitation,” and stipulating that children’s placement 
with families in Russia would be made following their 
medical examinations.51

In a separate instance, the Russia-appointed director 
of a home for children with disabilities in Kherson 
oblast transferred the children from this home to 
Russia-occupied Crimea or further into Russia-
occupied territory. These children with disabilities were 
transported in two stages: first more than a dozen 
children were sent to a psychiatric hospital in Russia-
occupied Crimea, allegedly for treatment; the remaining 
children were transported further into Russia-occupied 
territory, allegedly to protect them from fighting.52 
There are no indications in open source reporting that, 
in the latter case, Russia’s proxies sought opportunities 
to evacuate the children to Ukraine-controlled territory 
or to return them to Ukraine’s care after Ukraine’s forces 
retook the area. 

In September, President Putin ordered mandatory 
medical examinations for all children in occupied 
territories, which some activists worry could provide 
justification for detaining children in Russia for alleged 
medical reasons.53 

WHY SEND KIDS TO CAMP?
• Protection from fighting
• Access to intact sanitation
• Regular access to nutritious 

food unavailable at home
• A break their families could not afford

REST FOR CHRONIC ILLNESS
One mother sent her daughter to Medvezhonok 
because she has a chronic illness and seizures; 
she wanted her daughter to have a rest. Once her 
daughter’s return was stopped, the mother got the 
phone number for the camp director through her 
daughter. 

The director told the mother that her daughter 
would not be returned to Ukraine.

http://a.ii
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Many of the children who have attended these camps 
appear to return to their families when scheduled. 
However, there have been a significant number of 
children across multiple camps whose return has been 
suspended. Communication between parents, children, 
and camp administrators has been restricted and limited 
in some camps. Additionally, Yale HRL has documented a 
crisis related to parents’ ability to meaningfully consent 
to their children’s involvement in these camps (see 
Section 2(b)(iii)). Additionally, Yale HRL has found that 
78% of the camps included an identified component of 
Russia-aligned re-education, which at times included 
military training.

2.B.I. SUSPENDED RETURNS
Multiple groups of children attending the ‘recreational’ 
camps did not return home at the end of their scheduled 
camp term.54 Yale HRL confirmed that four camps 
in Russia-occupied Crimea and Krasnodar Territory 
suspended returns. Safety concerns and ongoing 
hostilities in Ukraine were cited as reasons for delay in 
all four camps, one of which specified that Ukraine’s 
liberation of Kherson compelled them to suspend the 
children’s return.55 Three hundred (300) children from 
Ukraine at Medvezhonok were also prevented from 
returning home after Ukraine’s forces liberated Kharkiv 
oblast.56 Another camp, which housed children from 
both Russia and Ukraine in February 2022, allowed the 
children from Russia to return home but held the children 
from Ukraine for additional camp shifts at the directive 
of an authority of the so-called DPR for alleged safety 
reasons following Russia’s full-scale invasion.57

2.b. Experiences of children in the camps
Reports suggest that there is a significant lack of 
communication between parents and camp officials 
when delays occur. Multiple reports from parents whose 
children were delayed at one of the camps reveal that 
parents were not directly informed about the delays. 
Parents found out about the delays through phone 
conversations with their children, word of mouth, and 
local news outlets.58 After Ukraine’s forces liberated 
their region, one group of parents contacted the camp 
officials only to be told that the camp would not be 
returning their children.59 After calling the camp director, 
one mother was allegedly told that children could not 
be returned because, “There is war there.”60 There is 
little information on the explanation given to children 
regarding the delay. An official at the Medvezhonok 
camp told a boy from Ukraine that his return was 
conditional: the children would only be returned if Russia 
re-captured the town of Izyum.61 Another boy was told 
he wouldn’t be returning home due to his “pro-Ukrainian 
views.”62

Children have been held in excess of several weeks to 
several months. Several hundred children have attended 
camp sessions that have been indefinitely extended.63 
As of December 2022, over 100 children from Ukraine 
were still being held in a camp in Russia-occupied Crimea 
roughly two months after they were supposed to return 
home.64 However, there is a lack of sufficient evidence to 
definitively determine whether these children continue 
to be held at these camps at the time of publication. 
Additionally, the number of children whose return was 
suspended is likely underreported; Yale HRL was not 
able using open source methods to identify the return 
status of the majority of children who attended camps 
or comprehensively trace all groups of children who 
had been held. It is important to note that some parents 
have expressed reluctance to report their missing child 
to Ukrainian authorities for fear of being shamed or 
accused of being collaborators.65

2.B.II. COMMUNICATION LIMITATIONS   
             & RESTRICTIONS
Parents’ ability to communicate with their children has 
allegedly been limited or restricted. Some of these barriers 
appeared before children even departed: one mother 
who sent her daughter to the camp Medvezhonok 
and was later forced to retrieve her said that “we were 
convinced” not to send cell phones with the children.66  
Another child who attended camp Medvezhonok said 
the children in his group were given smartphones upon 
their arrival to camp, while another report said children 
were provided smartphones once authorities made the 
decision to suspend their return.67 A pro-Russia blogger 
stated that children from that camp returned home with 
those smartphones, though Yale HRL could not identify 
other reports of this claim.68 

WHEN CHILDREN DO NOT COME 
HOME: MEDVEZHONOK CAMP

• 300 children from Ukraine were 
stopped from going home after 
Ukraine’s forces liberated Kharkiv 
oblast.

• A camp official told a boy from 
Ukraine that his return home was 
conditional: he would go home if 
Russia re-captured Izyum.

• Another boy was told he could not 
go home due to his “pro-Ukrainian 
views.”

http://b.II
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Parents of children who were delayed also report being 
unable to get information about their child’s status. 
One mother whose daughter went to Medvezhonok 
said parents were not given any contact information 
for the person in charge of the children. Instead, parents 
and guardians were told information would be passed 
through the village council. The same mother only 
received updates about her child from another parent 
who went to retrieve their child from the camp.69 She 
learned that her daughter had been taken to a hospital 
due to a “nervous breakdown” because her mother did 
not retrieve her from the camp, but the mother could 
not get any more information about her daughter’s 
whereabouts or health.70  

Another mother sent her daughter to Medvezhonok 
because she has a chronic illness and seizures and 
wanted her to have a rest. Once her daughter’s return 
was suspended, she got the phone number for the 
camp director through her daughter, and the director 
told the mother her daughter would not be returned 
to Ukraine.71  Other parents read about the suspended 
return from Medvezhonok in the news or guessed 
what had happened but were seemingly never directly 
informed or provided consent to the indefinite hold.72  
Another mother from Kherson oblast went to retrieve 
her daughter from a camp in Russia-occupied Crimea 
only to find out her child had been moved to the Republic 
of Adygea and she had not been informed.73

2.B.III. CONSENT CRISIS
Parents were required to submit and sign various legal 
documents consenting to their child’s attendance at the 
camp and giving Russia’s officials authority over their 
child. In addition to reports of parents having to submit 
copies of the passports along with original copies of 
the child’s birth certificate, Yale HRL has identified 
multiple reports of parents being required to sign power 
of attorney in order for their child to attend summer 
camp.74 In at least one of these instances, parents were 

forced to sign over power of attorney to an unknown 
person or entity — the field for the name of the person 
who would receive legal authority over the child was left 
blank.75 This camp subsequently indefinitely suspended 
the children’s return home, with leaders stating that they 
were no longer able to return the children despite an 
initial ’promise’ that children would be returned.76  In this 
case and at least three others in which children’s return 
was suspended, the failure to return children on time (or 
at all) may violate the terms of the consent forms that 
parents signed. 

While many parents signed consent to send their child 
to a camp for a limited period, data suggests that many 
of these attestations of consent occurred under duress, 
which violates the conditions of consent. Russia’s 
forces, occupation authorities, and teachers have all 
been mobilized to recruit children for camps.77 For some 
parents, these recruitment efforts may be implicitly 
threatening. Many parents also centered their decision to 
send their children to camps around conditions created 
by Russia’s invasion: parents reported that they sent 
their children to camp to remove them from the danger 
of fighting, to stay somewhere with intact sanitation, 
or to get nutritious food of the sort unavailable where 
they live.78 These reasons, which are the direct results of 
Russia’s invasion, represent an indirect form of coercion 
that call into question the validity of any consent.
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NO INFORMATION, 
PROBABLE HARM

• Parents not given contact 
information for camp officials

• Children moved across regions and 
into medical care for emergent 
issues without parental notification

• Families forced to gather 
news through word of 
mouth and the media

• Some parents told not to send cell 
phones with their children to camp

A girl at Medvezhonok had a nervous 
breakdown when her mother did not 
arrive to retrieve her. According to 
another parent who witnessed the 
event, the girl was hospitalized. The 
child’s mother has been subsequently 
unable to obtain any information about 
her daughter’s whereabouts or health.

CONSENT CRISIS

• At one site, camp officials stated 
that several teenagers from Ukraine 
(ages 14-17) were present despite 
explicitly lacking parental consent.

• Russia’s federal law establishes 
18 as the age of majority, 
making a legal guardian or 
parent’s consent essential.

!
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Yale HRL identified multiple instances in which the 
terms of consent forms signed by parents may have 
been violated. There appears to be a complex and 
varied system of consent throughout these camps. 
Data suggests that in many cases, parents have willingly 
consented to send their child to one of these camps. 
However, Russia has not informed parents of their child’s 
location.79 While Yale HRL was able to identify limited 
information on specific consent procedures through 
open source investigation, evidence suggests Russia’s 
engagement in the suspension of returns and lack of 
communication to parents on the whereabouts and 
status of children overrides any previous consent that 
may have been established.  

One camp held children whose parents allegedly did not 
consent to their children attending the camp. The camp, 
which had over 200 children from Ukraine aged 14-17, 
publicly acknowledged that they were holding children 
whose parents forbade them from attending.80 Russia’s 
federal law establishes 18 as the age of majority, meaning 
that a parent’s consent is the consent required.81

 
One mother sent her 13-year-old daughter to one of the 
camps in Krasnodar Territory of Russia, stating that she 
originally signed medical forms allowing her daughter 
to be provided first aid and medical care if necessary. As 
noted in the previous section, after her daughter was 
sent to the hospital for an apparent nervous breakdown, 
the mother stated that she has not received information 
since this incident occurred and does not know where 
her daughter is located.82
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2.B.IV. RE-EDUCATION
The emphasis on re-educating children from Ukraine 
with Russia’s state curriculum and culture is integral to 
the camp network. Yale HRL defines re-education in this 
context as the promotion of cultural, historical, societal, 
and patriotic messages or ideas that serve the political 
interests of Russia. The widespread re-education of 
Ukraine’s children has occurred in 32 (78%) of camps 
ranging from Russia-occupied Crimea to Magadan 
in the Russian Federation’s Far East. The systematic 
pro-Russia education of Ukraine’s children takes many 
forms, including school curriculum, field trips to cultural 
or patriotic sites throughout the country, lectures from 
Russia’s veterans and historians, and military activities.83

  
2.B.IV.1. ACADEMIC INSTRUCTION 
In addition to pro-Russia patriotic and military-related 
education, camps also re-educated children from Ukraine 
on various academic subjects, ranging from history to 
theater according to Russia’s education standards.84  
Various camps were also a part of university-affiliated 
efforts in which children from Ukraine attended an 
education-focused camp hosted by one of the regional 
universities across Russia. The stated goal of these 
programs was to attract children to Russia’s universities 
for future enrollment.85 One such camp, located in 
Siberia and attended by 25 children from Ukraine aged 
12 to 16, introduced the children to various educational 
institutions in the region and exposed them to Russia’s 
curricula.86 In all camps that withheld the children’s 
return to Ukraine, education was provided either at the 
camp or in local schools.87 One camp noted that high 
school-aged children were provided education at the 
site in Russia, while younger children were sent to school 
alongside local children in a nearby rural area.88 

Russia’s government has supported these re-education 
endeavors: federal, regional, and local government 
officials and agencies provide school supplies, support 
cost-free educational excursions, and coordinate 

FIG. 3 | Boys at a military training facility  learn to handle 
firearms. Their uniform attire shows Russia’s flag on the 
right arm, and the Chechen Republic’s flag on the left.  
Source: Source CC0300 has been withheld due to protection 
concerns.

FIG. 4 | Children attend classroom instruction as part 
of re-education programming, a part of 78% of camps 
assessed for this report. Source has been withheld due to 
protection concerns.



university-affiliated camps.89 Institutions such as Russia’s 
Ministry of Education have supported the camps, with 
high-level officials acting as liaisons between federal 
institutions and the camps involved in re-education 
initiatives.90

According to the Kremlin and Commissioner Lvova-
Belova, Lvova-Belova personally sponsored numerous 
camps, including those Russia has called “integration 
programmes” aimed at re-educating children from 
Ukraine in accordance with Russia’s education standards, 
immersing them in Russia’s culture, and encouraging 
children from Ukraine to “become their own” in Russia.91  
In addition to high-ranking federal officials, regional 
and local officials have engaged in efforts to re-educate 
at the camps. Deputy Prime Minister of the Russian 
Federation’s Republic of Tartarstan Leyla Fazleeva 
helped oversee three camps in the region, noting that, 
“all camps...are aimed at patriotic education of youth, 
the development of communication skills and the 
preservation of cultural heritage.”92 

Aside from limited communication between parents 
and children and the widespread re-education and 
Russification of Ukraine’s children, current camp 
conditions are unclear. Russia’s media has shown 
children participating in skits, songs, and sporting 
events, with the social media accounts of various camps 

displaying numerous photos and videos of children 
engaging in these activities. There is no documentation 
of child mistreatment, including sexual or physical 
violence, among the camps referenced in this report; 
concerns have been raised regarding the mental health 
of some children.93 Past visual indicators of living 
accommodations may or may not be consistent with 
current conditions. Security conditions at the camps, 
including any personnel assigned, also remain unclear at 
the time of this report.

2.B.IV.2. MILITARY TRAINING 
Military training was part of the program at camps in 
Chechnya and Russia-occupied Crimea. One camp near 
Grozny, Chechnya detailed how boys would take a course 
“for a young fighter” at the Russian University of Special 
Forces.94 This camp was organized at the initiative of 
Russia’s federal government and was for designated 
at-risk boys, including those with criminal records.95 
Another camp in Russia-occupied Crimea titled “School 
of Future Commanders“ was organized by the Yunarmia 
movement — an “all-Russian military-patriotic public 
movement” — and attended by approximately 50 
children from Ukraine.96 Children at the camp were able 
to handle military equipment, drive trucks, and study 
firearms.97 Vladimir Kovalenko, chief of staff of the 
Sevastopol regional branch of Yunarmia, was present 
at the camp and reported that the camp program was 
“aimed at fostering patriotism and love for the [Russian] 
homeland.”98 Children at a school in Russia-occupied 
Kherson oblast were also visited by representatives of 
Yunarmia who advertised opportunities to visit camps 
like Artek and spoke about ”the concept of Motherland 
and the requirements to the future defenders of the 
Fatherland.”99

FIG. 5 | From left to right in the center of the group 
are Vladimir Khromov (Representative of the Russian 
Federation Presidential Commissioner for Children’s 
Rights), Zamid Chalayev (Commander, A.A. Kadyrov 
Special Police Regiment), and Akhmed Dudayev 
(Minister of the Chechen Republic for National 
Policy, Foreign Relations, Press, and Information). 
Source: Source CC0301 has been withheld due to protection 
concerns.
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Children from Ukraine with parental care who attend 
the camps leave under varying circumstances: many 
children appear to return to their homes in the intended 
timeframe, some are held in camps beyond the agreed-
upon date of return, and others’ return status is 
unknown.100  When scheduled returns are withheld, some 
children have been brought home through intervention 
by the Ukrainian government, some children have been 
retrieved personally by their parents, and others’ fates 
remain unknown.101

2.C.I. UKRAINIAN GOVERNMENT AND 
           CIVIL SOCIETY INTERVENTION
Several hundred children from Ukraine’s Kharkiv oblast 
were indefinitely held at the Medvezhonok camp and 
Ukraine’s government intervened to return some of 
the children. The parents of 37 children coordinated 
with Ukraine’s government representatives and the 
international charity organization SOS Children’s 
Villages to retrieve their children several weeks after 
they were not returned on the promised timeline.102 The 
children and their families were then placed in western 
Ukraine for rehabilitation. A further seven children from 
Ukraine were retrieved by their parents, but these two 
groups appear to represent only a portion of those who 
remained in the camp, and HRL was unable to verify at 
the time of publication whether the remaining children 
had been released.

2.C.II. PARENTAL RETRIEVAL OF CHILDREN
When camps withhold children from their parents, 
sometimes outright refusing to return them, parents 
will sometimes physically try to retrieve them. One 
mother described having to retrieve her daughter from 
a camp in the Krasnodar Territory of Russia after the 
camp delayed the children’s return. According to the 
mother,   the camp did not inform parents of the delay; 
the mother only learned of the delay when her daughter 
called crying. The camp director  relayed that they would 
not be returning the children, but that parents could 
retrieve their child themselves. The mother hoped that 
relatives living in Russia could retrieve the child but was 
told that only parents were permitted to do so.103  

Other parents reported the same: camp administration 
told them that neither grandparents, nor relatives, nor 
anyone given power of attorney could retrieve the child 
from camp — only parents.104 A significant portion of 
these families are low-income and have not been able to 
afford to make the trip.105 Some families were forced to 
sell belongings and travel through four countries to be 
reunited with their child, relying on help from volunteers 
in Russia and Belarus along the way.106  In at least one 
case, once parents arrived at the camp, authorities 
tried to convince them to stay in Russia and told them 
everything would be provided for them.107

2.c. How children from Ukraine leave camps
It is difficult for parents to retrieve their children. Men 
aged 18 to 60 years are prohibited from leaving Ukraine.108  
Mothers end up as often the only people permitted to 
retrieve their child.109 This parental retrieval policy poses 
an additional challenge for families because fathers, if 
aged 18 to 60, are unable to leave the country to retrieve 
their child and are not permitted to have someone else 
retrieve their child. Even if a father aged 18 to 60 were to 
travel from Ukraine to Russia-occupied territory, Russia’s 
so-called “filtration” system managed by Russia’s forces 
and its proxies has a demonstrated history of targeted 
extrajudicial detention for male military-aged Ukrainian 
nationals.110 
 
In single female-headed families with other children, 
mothers must either bring their other children or find 
someone in Ukraine to look after them while they 
retrieve their child. Additionally, retrieving a child 
requires resources including a foreign passport, money 
for travel, and the physical ability to travel. Some parents 
reported that their financial situation made it difficult 
or impossible to retrieve their child.111 Furthermore, 
commercial air travel has been suspended since 
Russia‘s full-scale invasion, forcing some parents to 
drive thousands of miles to retrieve their child.112 Lastly, 
retrieving one’s child imposes significant safety threats 
by requiring parents to travel near and sometimes across 
the war’s frontlines.
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The system of camps and adoptions described in this 
report appears to be authorized and coordinated at the 
highest levels of Russia’s federal government. Vladimir 
Putin thanked Russia’s people for arranging these 
camps for children from Ukraine, directed Maria Lvova-
Belova to “take additional measures” regarding children 
left without parental care in occupied territories, and 
received updates from regional governors on their 
efforts to bring children from Ukraine to camps.113 

On 30 May 2022 Putin signed a decree easing the process 
for orphans and children without parental care from 
Ukraine to receive Russian Federation citizenship.114 The 
decree was interpreted by many as an effort to expedite 
the process for adopting Ukraine’s children into families 
in Russia.115 President Putin also spoke virtually to children 
at Artek over the summer at a session where Ukrainian 
children were likely present, saying he would head 
the “supervisory board of the new Russian movement 
of children and youth” which would foster “love and 
respect for the Fatherland.”116 Taken together, these 

3. POLITICAL COORDINATION OF CAMP SYSTEM

3.a. Senior federal leadership involvement

AND ADOPTIONS

actions indicate Putin is well aware of and encouraging 
adoption and camp schemes for children from Ukraine.

As the Presidential Commissioner for Children’s Rights, 
Maria Lvova-Belova is one of the most highly involved 
figures in Russia’s deportation and adoption of Ukraine’s 
children, as well as in the use of camps for ‘integrating’ 
Ukraine’s children into Russia’s society and culture.117   
Commissioner Lvova-Belova has actively partaken 
in these efforts since the beginning of the full-scale 
invasion and reports directly to Putin on them.118 In the 
weeks prior to 24 February 2022, hundreds of children 
from Ukraine were evacuated from orphanages and 
boarding houses across the already-occupied areas of 
Donetsk and Luhansk. Some of those children stayed 
at camps analyzed in this report and were later placed 
in foster families in Russia under Commissioner Lvova-
Belova’s direction.119 More recently, Commissioner 
Lvova-Belova transported a group of 53 alleged orphans 
aged nine months to five years from Ukraine by Russian 
Aerospace Forces plane and facilitated their placement 
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FIG 6 | Senior leadership involved in systematic relocation, re-education, and adoption of Ukrainian children



into foster families in Russia.120 Maria Lvova-Belova 
has claimed that “Russians have already adopted 350 
orphans from the [Russia-occupied] Donetsk and 
Luhansk regions, and more than a thousand children are 
waiting for adoption.”121    

Russia’s Commissioner for Human Rights Tatyana 
Moskalkova also plays an important role in the system of 
camps. Commissioner Moskalkova, who was nominated 
for the role by President Putin and appointed by the State 
Duma (the lower house of Russia’s Federal Assembly) in 
2016, is involved both in specific camp programs and in 
the overall effort to cloak the program in human rights 
language.122 For example, in August 2022 a group of 
120 children from Russia-occupied Donetsk went to a 
camp in Russia-occupied Crimea through an agreement 
reached between Commissioner Moskalkova and her 
counterpart in the so-called DPR.123  
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Commissioner Moskalkova works closely with 
Commissioner Lvova-Belova on issues pertaining to 
children. Commissioner Lvova-Belova told the state-
owned TASS news agency in December 2022 that “...
everything related to children, we work with Tatyana 
Nikolayevna Moskalkova together. It is very important 
and I am very grateful that she is sympathetic to the issue 
of children, it is important for us to work together on such 
a collaboration.”124 Together, the two commissioners 
legitimate the camp and adoption system for Russia’s 
domestic constituencies.125 By attaching her name 
and title, the Commissioner for Human Rights coats a 
program characterized by allegations of human rights 
violations with a false veneer of human rights legitimacy.

In December 2022, Commissioner Moskalkova engaged 
in negotiations with Ukraine’s Ombudsman for 
Human Rights, Dmytro Lubinets,   in Ankara, Turkey. 
In an interview given after the conference ended, 
Commissioner Lubinets expressed appreciation for 
Moskalkova’s efforts to return some children to their 
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Commissioner Moskalkova, he said, had told him 
that “[Russia’s authorities] have children who do 
not want to be in Russia, but do not have contact 
with their family, and they are ready to pass them 
on. But they did not agree to give us a list of these 
children so that we could look for relatives…”

 - Dmytro Lubinets
Ukraine Ombudsman Human Rights

families in Ukraine, but also expressed frustration. 
Commissioner Moskalkova, he said, had told him that 
“[Russia’s authorities] have children who do not want to 
be in Russia, but do not have contact with their family, 
and they are ready to pass them on. But they did not 
agree to give us a list of these children so that we could 
look for relatives…”126

Another federal official with an important role in the 
system is Sergey Kravtsov, the Minister of Education of 
the Russian Federation. Minister Kravtsov supervises all 
primary and secondary education in Russia, including 
updating curricula in the so-called DPR and LPR school 
systems.127 He also helped to facilitate camps by 
providing vouchers for children from Russia-occupied 
parts of Kherson and Zaporizhzhia oblasts to attend 
camps in Russia.128 Minister Kravtsov also visited children 
in at least one camp and one university exchange 
program, where he lectured on the state-backed version 
of history:

Children from the liberated territories of the 
LNR and DNR, mostly high school students, 
come to the regions of our country and 
virtually rediscover Russia. Many of them 
do not know that there was a time when we 
lived in one country, that we had common 
victories, achievements, common culture 
and language. Today, when students from 
the DNR and LNR visit museums devoted 
to the Great Patriotic War and history, 
many are surprised that we lived in one 
state. Today, returning from the ‘University 
shifts’—and there are about 15 thousand 
schoolchildren—they leave different, open, 
and friendly, many want to return...tell their 
peers about it, this is very important.129 

Russia’s weaponized narratives erasing Ukraine’s 
history have a long track record of their own,130 but 
without credibility among historians, linguists, or 
anthropologists. 
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Officials in the DPR and LPR often encourage parents to 
send their kids to the camps. The trips are often funded 
by Russia’s regional and republican governments. The 
concept of patronage (шефство) is central to how 
the camps are bankrolled and politically supported. 
Patronage occurs when one of Russia’s oblasts or 
republics ‘adopts’ a town or oblast in Ukraine and funds 
vouchers for children to visit camps in their region.131  
Governors and other officials visit occupied territories 
to offer vouchers to Ukraine’s children for visiting camps, 
and often visit the children in the camps themselves.132 

Regions have undertaken these patronage efforts at 
the direction of Russia’s federal government.133 In May 
2022, the First Deputy Chief of Staff of the Presidential 
Administration of Russia Sergey Kiriyenko announced 
that President Putin had decided that regions and 
republics in the Russian Federation should take patronage 
of occupied areas of Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts: “Now 
the president has decided that the Russian regions will 
take patronage over the districts and municipalities 
of the Donetsk and Luhansk People’s Republics.”134 The 
effort included, Kiriyenko said, integrating children from 
Ukraine into federal children’s programs, including those 
that have since brought children to camps in Russia.135

Fourteen regions initially took patronage of districts or 
towns in eastern Ukraine (some had allegedly already 
declared patronage before Kiriyenko’s announcement).136  
In a call to President Putin—the transcript of which was 
published by the Kremlin—governor Sergey Nosov 
of Magadan reported that the sending of Ukraine’s 
children to camps in Magadan in Russia’s Far East 
and Russia-occupied Crimea was a key success of his 
patronage relationship: “As for patronage assistance to 
those territories of Donbass, which, among other things, 
are assigned to our region, we, in particular, are talking 
about Donbass: we have the settlement of Zhdanovka...
Most importantly, 190 children from Zhdanovka, our 
sponsored community, had a vacation in the Crimea, 
and, Vladimir Vladimirovich [Putin], we had 20 people 
come to Kolyma.”137 By July 2022 more than 40 regions 
and cities in Russia had declared patronage over parts of 
occupied Ukraine.138

According to the independent Russian news website 
Meduza, anonymous Kremlin sources said that the effort 
was centrally imposed; Moscow and Saint Petersburg, 
as well as several nearby regions, were allowed to 
choose areas of Ukraine to sponsor, while the sponsored 
region for other regions was “determined from above,” 
by Presidential offices in the regions across Russia.139 
Participation was initially voluntary—according to the 
Kremlin source, “[Governors] understood that in this way 
they could attract the attention of the president, who 
is interested in this agenda. Once again, demonstrate 
zeal and loyalty.”140 When, by the middle of June, only 18 
regions had volunteered, pressure was put on governors 

3.b. Patronage System, Regional & Local Official Involvement
to “volunteer.”141

In at least one case, the patronage relationships directed 
from the Kremlin were allegedly supplemented by a 
volunteering governor. Russia’s federal subjects that 
are heavily subsidized by the central government 
were excluded from the patronage system because of 
the drain that participation would put on budgets.142 
Yet Vladimir Solodov, the governor of the heavily 
subsidized Kamchatka Krai in Russia’s Far East, says 
that he proactively petitioned the federal government 
for an area of Ukraine to sponsor (the region took 
patronage over Svetlodarsk district and the village of 
Mironovsky).143 Solodov “asked to take special control 
over providing places in suburban children’s camps for 
children from Donbass.”144 Yale HRL has documented 
the substantive involvement of several of these regional 
leaders, including five not currently under U.S. sanctions.

While governors often take credit for the patronage 
relationship and the children brought to camps as a 
result, the execution of these programs falls to lower-
level regional officials. In the Republic of Tatarstan, 
camps for children from Ukraine were overseen more 
directly by the Republic’s Deputy Prime Minister Leyla 
Fazleeva and Minister of Youth Affairs Rinat Sadykov. 
Both are involved in planning, budgeting, and oversight 
of camps in the Republic, and paid particular attention 
to groups of children from the so-called DPR and LPR, 
visiting them with media.145 Deputy Minister Fazleeva’s 
involvement is of particular note, as she also chairs 
the Republic’s Commission on Juvenile Affairs and the 
Protection of their Rights, a role which gives her further 
oversight responsibilities and lends legitimacy to the 
system of camps.146
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All levels of occupation authorities, referring to those 
appointed to official roles in the Russia- and proxy-
occupied territories of Ukraine, are essential to the camp 
system as well. They play essential roles in identifying 
children for movement into foster homes, adoption 
and evacuation (including ‘medical’) into Russia. These 
actors include head occupation authorities of various 
oblasts who assist in the logistics of transporting 
children, local occupation village authorities who recruit 
and encourage local families to send their children to 
camps, and teachers and sometimes even parents who 
recruit and accompany children to the camps.   

3.C.I. OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES
Local occupation officials have been integral in 
facilitating both the camp system and placing children 
from Ukraine among families in Russia. Eleanor 
Fedorenko, the Advisor to the Head of the so-called 
Donetsk People’s Republic on the Rights of the Child, 
accompanied 27 orphans, including 20 who had been 
relocated from Donetsk and placed in camps, to a train 
station near Moscow. These children were then placed 
under temporary guardianship with families in the 
Moscow area.147 Fedorenko also assisted in transporting 
24 orphans from Donetsk to Nizhny Novgorod in Russia 

3.C. Russia-aligned occupation authorities involvement in 

and placing them with foster families.148 She worked 
closely with Commissioner Lvova-Belova in both efforts.
  
Daria Morozova, the Commissioner of Human Rights of 
the so-called DPR, serves a similar role at a local level to 
that played by Commissioner Moskalkova at the federal 
level. In addition to collaborating with Commissioner 
Moskalkova on the transport of at least 120 children 
from Ukraine to a camp in Russia-occupied Crimea, 
Commissioner Morozova also lends a similar façade of 
human rights legitimacy    to a program marked by abuse 
allegations.149  

Some involved at the local level were appointed 
to positions of authority in education or childcare 
capacities by occupation authorities. Vitaliy Suk was 
appointed Director of the Oleshky Children’s Boarding 
House by occupation authorities. At their direction, he 
allegedly sent one group of children with disabilities to 
Russia-occupied Crimea and sent another group further 
into Russia-occupied Kherson oblast. The former group 
was allegedly first sent to a psychiatric hospital, from 
which they would be sent onwards to homes for children 
with disabilities throughout Russia.150  

FIG 7 | Russia’s leadership roles in the systematic transfer of children from Ukraine to occupied Crimea & Russia

camps and facilities
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Children are recognized as protected persons under 
the 1949 Geneva Conventions and are considered an 
“object of special respect” under Article 77 of Additional 
Protocol I of 1977.152 The Fourth Geneva Conventions 
provide specific legal guidelines for the treatment of 
children who have been separated from their families 
during war, including those who have been evacuated 
from their homes due to fighting. Family members must 
be able to communicate with one another, systems 
must be established to identify and register separated 
children, and temporary evacuation of children should 
be always to a neutral state with parental consent.153

The abduction of children is considered one of the “Six 
grave violations against children during armed conflict” 
and is an act prohibited by international humanitarian 
law, international human rights law, international 
customary law, and multiple international judicial 
precedents.154 The forcible transfer of children from 
one group to another may constitute a violation of 
Article 2(e) of the Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide of 1948.155 The 
Rome Statute also recognizes the forcible transfer of 
children as one of the component acts of the crime of 
genocide, which is a crime against humanity.156 Russia’s 
alleged deportation, reeducation, and, in some cases, 
forcible adoption of children manifestly violates multiple 
articles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC), an instrument to which Russia is party. Dr. Alison 
Bisset summarizes Russia’s potential violations of the 
CRC since its invasion of Ukraine as follows:

States Parties undertake to respect the 
right of the child to preserve their identity, 
including name, nationality, and family 
relations, without unlawful interference 
(Article 8(1)). States must ensure that 
children are not separated from their 
parents against their will, other than in 
accordance with due process and where 
this would serve their best interests 
(Article 9(1))...If accurate, allegations that 
Russia has arbitrarily separated children 
from parents and caregivers, deported 
them and imposed Russian citizenship 
upon them suggest manifest contravention 
of CRC standards, and failure to adhere to 
international legal obligations.157

4. LEGAL ANALYSIS
Other local appointees aided occupation authorities 
with the recruitment of children for camps, the collection 
of documents and consent forms from parents, 
chaperoned groups of children traveling to camps, and 
led lessons in “patriotic education.”151 

The individuals identified as key facilitators of this 
system of camps and adoptions represent a diverse 
set of actors implementing and interpreting clear 
instruction from the highest levels of government. Many 
have professional relationships while the relationships 
between others are unclear or non-existent. Rather 
than a single, hierarchical arm of Russia’s government 
orchestrating this system, what emerges is a network 
of actors—some apparently acting on orders, others 
seemingly capitalizing on an apparent opportunity—
coordinating these camps at the national, regional/
republican, and local levels.
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The investigative methodology for this report relies 
on extensive open source research, with support from 
very high resolution (VHR) satellite imagery analysis. It 
consists of the aggregation and verification of multiple 
sources of data to understand the system of relocations, 
camps, re-education, and placement of children from 
occupied areas of Ukraine, and the tracing of groups 
of children and implicated officials from Ukraine to 
sometimes distant parts of Russia. The units analyzed 
were a) groups of children b) officials involved in 
the camps and adoptions and c) facilities that house 
children, ranging from camps to hospitals to reception 
centers. Verification of all claims made in this report 
was conducted according to protocols developed by 
Amnesty International and the Berkeley Protocol on 
Digital Open Source Investigations.

A. FACILITY IDENTIFICATION
Facilities that allegedly hosted children from Ukraine were 
identified through open source research in social media 
posts, government announcements and publications, 
and news reports. New facilities were found through a 
mix of keyword searches and, more commonly, snowball 
techniques; many sources describing an identified camp 
mention others, which could then be assessed. Many 
actors involved in facilitation of these camps celebrated 
their involvement and made no effort to hide it, and 
occupation authorities sometimes published lists of 
upcoming camp sessions.

B. GEOLOCATION 
Once named, initial camp locations were established. In 
most cases the name of a camp and the region it was 
in were sufficient to establish a single probable location 
using public mapping sites like Google Maps, Yandex 
Maps and OpenStreetMap. In a small number of cases, 
multiple camps of the same name existed in the same 
region. In both cases open source geolocation methods 
were used to either confirm or establish a camp’s location. 
Information from reports of the presence of children 
from Ukraine—whether descriptive, photographic or 
video—was compared against reference material from 
facilities’ websites, social media pages and user-uploaded 
photographs on mapping sites. Of particular value were 
reference materials posted before 24 February 2022 on 
major sites where tampering is unlikely. Once located, 
photographs and videos were checked for authenticity 
by examining their metadata, passing them through an 
image verification software, and identifying elements 
that confirmed that the image or video was captured 
when claimed. Once the authenticity of images and 
videos was established, unique identifiers pictured in 
the photographs or videos were matched to identical 
identifiers in the reference material. For the location 
of a site to be considered confirmed, at least two open 
source analysts had to reach concurrence.

APPENDIX I. INVESTIGATIVE METHODOLOGY
C. ACTIVITY
Once a facility’s location was confirmed, information 
about the activities at these sites and the experiences 
of children and parents was also collected, analyzed, 
and verified by open source analysts. Information about 
what occurred at a camp during a particular session 
was collected from social media posts (especially 
Telegram, VK, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram), 
Russian and Ukrainian media, the reports of human 
rights organizations and official communications of 
governments. All available information related to each—
the demographics (usually age, place of origin, custodial 
status), kinds of activities or education children engaged 
in, and the experiences of parents—were collected and 
analyzed. Where any information was contradictory, 
further investigations were needed to clarify and, 
where impossible, contradictory information was 
excluded. Particular attention was paid to allegations of 
mistreatment, impediments to communication, delays 
and indefinite impediments to return, and specific 
issues of consent. Very High-Resolution (VHR) satellite 
imagery was used to verify and corroborate those claims 
with relevant visible components, such as whether 
there was activity at a location during a certain period. 
In no case was the absence of information related to a 
phenomenon taken to indicate that that phenomenon 
did not occur.

D. INDIVIDUAL INVOLVEMENT
Russia’s and occupation officials involved in both the 
camp and adoptions systems in many cases made 
no secret of their involvement. Many appear to have 
considered their activity the apogee of humanitarianism, 
or else wanted their superiors to see their work. In 
either case, the information connecting officials, camp 
administrators, and civil society and private sector 
actors to camps represents prima facie assertions of 
involvement made by those very actors. Most celebrated 
their involvement in social media posts, gave interviews 
to Russian media outlets, or posed in photographs with 
children from Ukraine at camps. 

Where such prima facie information was unavailable, 
multiple sources were required to verify an individual’s 
involvement. The individuals specifically mentioned in 
this report represent only those for whom: 

1. Their precise role could be confidently established 
through open source methodology and, 

2. Their actions were considered to be marked 
by substantial intentionality, culpability, and 
apparent illegality. Their role or rank was also 
evaluated for authority.
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For all sources, the identity of the poster or publisher was 
checked to identify potential bias. Verification by large, 
independent organizations with strong reputations 
for careful work and ground access, such as the The 
New York Times and Human Rights Watch provided 
additional corroborating information. Primary sources 
were also checked for expertise, clear proximity to 
events, political, economic or other ulterior motivations, 
and reputation for posting authenticated content. The 
presence of multiple types of sources attesting to the 
same fact or image lent credibility to assertions made.

All open source materials in Ukrainian or Russian were 
initially translated by Google or DeepL and then verified 
by a language expert. Throughout the report, Yale HRL 
uses the Ukrainian name of cities, towns, and villages 
according to the State Statistics Service of Ukraine.158 
The spelling of place names can differ across Ukrainian 
and Russian, and a note is included where something 
may be unclear or require an explanation.

LIMITATIONS
The open source methodology used in this report has 
the distinct advantage of collecting data not initially 
composed or disseminated for researchers, prosecutors, 
or other critical observers. The officials advertising 
their involvement in Telegram posts do so to advance 
their careers or celebrate their achievements, yet 
implicated themselves nonetheless. This methodology 
does, however, pose some limitations. Yale HRL does not 
conduct interviews with witnesses or victims; only the 
specific information available in open source is collected. 
When analysts are unable to identify public information 
about whether a child has returned home, it can be 
difficult to ascertain the current status of the child. 

Similarly, Yale HRL does not conduct ground-level 
investigations and therefore did not request access to 
the camps. International organizations like UNHCR have 
also claimed that “access has been rather rare, sporadic 
and not unfettered...”159 Limited access to facilities 
that may be holding children means that little specific 
information about conditions and activities in camps 
comes from sources other than the officials overseeing 
the system. Thus, potentially negative information 
about the conditions there is unlikely to be shared. 
Those returned children and their families who do share 
information about their experience represent a very 
specific subgroup; many families on the Ukrainian side of 
the frontline claim reticence to share due to threatened 
accusations of collaboration with occupying forces.160  
Those living under Russia’s occupation are likewise 
limited in the criticisms or allegations of mistreatment 
they may feel safe asserting publicly. Other information 
is inaccessible because it has been removed from 
social media sites. Given the public nature of these 
data, certain socially sensitive subjects are likely to be 
routinely underreported, resulting in a reporting bias. 
Underreporting is particularly common for sexual and 

gender-based violence (SGBV), which victims may not 
report due to shame or fear of social censure. 

Satellite imagery analysis played a secondary role in 
this report. Much of the activity of interest was unlikely 
to be registered in remote images. All of the camps 
that housed children were pre-existing camps and 
appear the same regardless of whether the children in 
them came from Ukraine or Russia. Other facilities like 
schools, hospitals, group homes and reception centers 
would likewise register little visual difference regardless 
of who occupied them. Where satellite imagery could be 
used was in confirming that facilities were active when 
they were alleged to be.



ENDNOTES
1. For example, children whose guardians may have been killed or children who may have been separated from their 

guardians. 

2. Source CC0002 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

3. Source CC0003 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

4. Source CC0004 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Néant, Christelle. “Donbass - DPR and LPR Launch Evacuation of Children, Women and Elderly amid Ukrainian Shelling.” 
Donbass Insider, February 19, 2022. https://archive.ph/eON0r, https://www.donbass-insider.com/2022/02/19/donbass-
dpr-and-lpr-launch-evacuation-of-children-women-and-elderly-amid-ukrainian-shelling/. 

5.  Source CC0006 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Андрющенко, Петр, “Андрющенко Рассказал, Где Оккупанты Удерживают 267 Детей-Сирот Из Мариуполя 
и Волновахи,” 24 Канал, accessed January 25, 2023, https://archive.ph/zcEFk, https://24tv.ua/ru/andrjushhenko-
rasskazal-gde-okkupanty-soderzhat-267-detej-sirot_n1992410.

Source CC0008 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

6. МУ ОЦ “Орленок”, “🔥 Ребята Из ЛНР и ДНР в ‘Орленке’..: МУ ОЦ ‘Орленок,’” VK, March 11, 2022, https://archive.ph/
GaNcJ, https://vk.com/orlenokvolga?w=wall-404435_8666.

Source CC0010 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0011 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

7. Blinken, Anthony, “Targeting Russia’s Senior Officials, Defense Industrial Base, Financial Infrastructure Leaders, and 
Human Rights Abusers,” September 15, 2022, U.S. Department of State, https://perma.cc/76NV-UUHK, https://www.
state.gov/targeting-senior-russian-officials-defense-industrial-base-financial-infrastructure-leaders-and-human-rights-
abusers/. 

8. “Перечень Поручений По Итогам Встречи с Матерями Военнослужащих – Участников СВО,” Президент России, 
January 2, 2023, https://archive.ph/jrFCx, http://www.kremlin.ru/acts/assignments/orders/70322. 

9. “Новогоднее Обращение к Гражданам России, Президент России,” 2022, https://archive.ph/P4T2o, http://kremlin.ru/
events/president/news/70315/videos.

10. ДНР Онлайн, “Дети Из ДНР Отправились На Оздоровительный Отдых в Россию (Фото + Видео),” Telegram, 
accessed January 25, 2023, https://archive.ph/Xv0US, https://t.me/dnronline/31255.

Source CC0016 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

“Дети Из ДНР Отдыхают в Ейске,” Кубанские Новости, August 26, 2015, https://archive.ph/8kiXB, https://kubnews.ru/
obshchestvo/2015/08/26/deti-iz-dnr-otdykhayut-v-eyske/.

11. Кондабарова, Анна, “Как в Ростовской Области Приняли Детей-Сирот Из ЛНР и ДНР,” Ямал-Медиа, February 22, 
2022, https://archive.ph/F8GbM, https://yamal-media.ru/narrative/my-edem-na-ekskursiju-kak-evakuirujut-detej-sirot-iz-
luganska-i-donetska. 

12. Source CC0019 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0020 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

13. Source CC0021 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0022 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

14. “Окупаційна Влада Херсонщини Вивозить Дітей з Інвалідністю На ‘Оздоровлення’ До Криму,” суспільне новини, 
accessed January 25, 2023, https://archive.ph/E0ILN, https://suspilne.media/300762-okupacijna-vlada-hersonsini-
vivozit-ditej-z-invalidnistu-na-ozdorovlenna-do-krimu.

Source CC0024 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

15. “Более 50 Детей с Освобожденных Земель ДНР Взяты Под Государственную Опеку Республики,” Донецкое 
Агентство Новостей, accessed January 25, 2023, https://archive.ph/85EPb, https://dan-news.info/obschestvo/bolee-
50-detej-s-osvobozhdennyh-zemel-dnr-vzjaty-pod-gosudarstvennuju-opeku/.

24

https://archive.ph/eON0r
https://www.donbass-insider.com/2022/02/19/donbass-dpr-and-lpr-launch-evacuation-of-children-women-and-elderly-amid-ukrainian-shelling/
https://www.donbass-insider.com/2022/02/19/donbass-dpr-and-lpr-launch-evacuation-of-children-women-and-elderly-amid-ukrainian-shelling/
https://archive.ph/zcEFk
https://24tv.ua/ru/andrjushhenko-rasskazal-gde-okkupanty-soderzhat-267-detej-sirot_n1992410
https://24tv.ua/ru/andrjushhenko-rasskazal-gde-okkupanty-soderzhat-267-detej-sirot_n1992410
https://archive.ph/GaNcJ
https://archive.ph/GaNcJ
https://vk.com/orlenokvolga?w=wall-404435_8666
https://perma.cc/76NV-UUHK
https://www.state.gov/targeting-senior-russian-officials-defense-industrial-base-financial-infrastructure-leaders-and-human-rights-abusers/
https://www.state.gov/targeting-senior-russian-officials-defense-industrial-base-financial-infrastructure-leaders-and-human-rights-abusers/
https://www.state.gov/targeting-senior-russian-officials-defense-industrial-base-financial-infrastructure-leaders-and-human-rights-abusers/
https://archive.ph/jrFCx
http://www.kremlin.ru/acts/assignments/orders/70322
https://archive.ph/P4T2o
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/70315/videos
http://kremlin.ru/events/president/news/70315/videos
https://archive.ph/Xv0US
https://t.me/dnronline/31255
https://archive.ph/8kiXB
https://kubnews.ru/obshchestvo/2015/08/26/deti-iz-dnr-otdykhayut-v-eyske/
https://kubnews.ru/obshchestvo/2015/08/26/deti-iz-dnr-otdykhayut-v-eyske/
https://archive.ph/F8GbM
https://yamal-media.ru/narrative/my-edem-na-ekskursiju-kak-evakuirujut-detej-sirot-iz-luganska-i-donetska
https://yamal-media.ru/narrative/my-edem-na-ekskursiju-kak-evakuirujut-detej-sirot-iz-luganska-i-donetska
https://archive.ph/E0ILN
https://suspilne.media/300762-okupacijna-vlada-hersonsini-vivozit-ditej-z-invalidnistu-na-ozdorovlenna-do-krimu
https://suspilne.media/300762-okupacijna-vlada-hersonsini-vivozit-ditej-z-invalidnistu-na-ozdorovlenna-do-krimu
https://archive.ph/85EPb
https://dan-news.info/obschestvo/bolee-50-detej-s-osvobozhdennyh-zemel-dnr-vzjaty-pod-gosudarstvennuju-opeku/
https://dan-news.info/obschestvo/bolee-50-detej-s-osvobozhdennyh-zemel-dnr-vzjaty-pod-gosudarstvennuju-opeku/


16. Source CC0026 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

 Source CC0027 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

“Дети Из Города Ждановка в ДНР Приехали На Отдых в Магадан,” РИА Новости, August 11, 2022. https://perma.
cc/PE2F-65AF, https://ria.ru/20220811/deti-1808799844.html?in=t.

17. “Воробьев и Львова-Белова Встретили в Апрелевке Детей-Сирот Из ДНР,” РИА Новости, April 23, 2022, https://
archive.ph/nDn2H, https://ria.ru/20220423/deti-1785045795.html

Source CC0030 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

18. “Ukraine’s Top Prosecutor Says Deportation of Children to Russia May Be Genocide,” Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 
June 3, 2022), https://archive.ph/sXpqH, https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russian-genocide-children-deportation-
venediktova/31881902.html

19. “UN’s Bachelet Concerned over Ukraine Orphans ‘Deported’ to Russia for Adoption,” UN News, June 15, 2022, https://
archive.ph/UVxEZ, https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/06/1120412.

20. “Un Says ‘Credible’ Reports Ukraine Children Transferred to Russia,” Al Jazeera, https://archive.ph/e4uv9, https://www.
aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/8/un-says-credible-reports-ukraine-children-transferred-to-russia.

21. Rawlinson, Kevin, Martin Belam, and Helen Sullivan, “UN Refugee Chief: Russia Violating Principles of Child Protection 
in Ukraine,” The Guardian, January 27, 2023, https://perma.cc/M3JV-YZ28, https://www.theguardian.com/world/
live/2023/jan/27/russia-ukraine-war-live-zelenskiy-calls-for-further-sanctions-and-more-weapons-after-latest-
strikes?page=with%3Ablock-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff#block-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff.

22. UN Security Council, “Security Council Resolution 1261 (1999) [on Children in Armed Conflicts],” Refworld, accessed 
January 25, 2023, https://archive.ph/ikMzW, https://www.refworld.org/docid/3b00f22d10.html.

23. NOTE: Russia is party to the Convention on the Rights of the Child.

24. UN Security Council “Security Council Resolution 1612 (2005) [on Children in Armed Conflict],” Refworld, July 26, 2005. 
https://perma.cc/L6U6-DXQJ, https://www.refworld.org/docid/43f308d6c.html.

25. Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, “The Six Grave Violations 
Against Children During Armed Conflict: The Legal Foundation.” November 2013, https://perma.cc/B5VS-9HW4, https://
childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/publications/WorkingPaper-1_SixGraveViolationsLegalFoundation.pdf.

26. International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in 
Time of War (Fourth Geneva Convention), 12 August 1949, 75 UNTS 287, https://perma.cc/Y4B8-GTGH, https://www.
refworld.org/docid/3ae6b36d2.html.

UN General Assembly, “Convention on the Rights of the Child”, 20 November 1989, United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 
1577, p. 3, https://perma.cc/T2GG-6PJT, https://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b38f0.html.

27. Source CC0041 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0042 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

28. “Перечень Поручений По Итогам Встречи с Матерями Военнослужащих – Участников СВО,” Президент России, 
January 2, 2023, https://archive.ph/jrFCx, http://www.kremlin.ru/acts/assignments/orders/70322. 

29. “Более 5,1 Млн Беженцев Прибыли в Россию с Территорий Украины и Донбасса,” TACC, accessed January 26, 
2023, https://archive.ph/sZ7DU, https://tass.ru/obschestvo/16757749.

30. Source CC0045 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

31. Kolesnychenko, Tatiana. “‘Через Рік Забудуть, Що Вони Українці’. Так Росіяни Змінюють Свідомість Українських 
Дітей.” vpolshchi.pl. Wirtualna Polska, January 10, 2023. https://perma.cc/5VJN-K97R, https://vpolshchi.pl/cherez-rik-
zabudut-sho-voni-ukrayinci-tak-rosiyani-zminyuyut-svidomist-ukrayins-kih-6854017681329056a.

32. “Понад 8700 Українських Дітей Примусово Депортовані До Росії – Омбудсмен.” Радіо Свобода, October 20, 2022. 
https://perma.cc/6D49-P2WG, https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/news-dity-viyna-deportatsiya/32092032.html.

33. Kolesnychenko, Tatiana. “‘Через Рік Забудуть, Що Вони Українці’. Так Росіяни Змінюють Свідомість Українських 
Дітей.” vpolshchi.pl. Wirtualna Polska, January 10, 2023. https://perma.cc/5VJN-K97R, https://vpolshchi.pl/cherez-rik-
zabudut-sho-voni-ukrayinci-tak-rosiyani-zminyuyut-svidomist-ukrayins-kih-6854017681329056a.

34. Source CC0049 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

35. Ibid.
25

https://perma.cc/PE2F-65AF
https://perma.cc/PE2F-65AF
https://ria.ru/20220811/deti-1808799844.html?in=t
https://archive.ph/nDn2H
https://archive.ph/nDn2H
https://ria.ru/20220423/deti-1785045795.html
https://archive.ph/sXpqH
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russian-genocide-children-deportation-venediktova/31881902.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/ukraine-russian-genocide-children-deportation-venediktova/31881902.html
https://archive.ph/UVxEZ
https://archive.ph/UVxEZ
https://news.un.org/en/story/2022/06/1120412
https://archive.ph/e4uv9
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/8/un-says-credible-reports-ukraine-children-transferred-to-russia
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/9/8/un-says-credible-reports-ukraine-children-transferred-to-russia
https://perma.cc/M3JV-YZ28
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2023/jan/27/russia-ukraine-war-live-zelenskiy-calls-for-further-sanctions-and-more-weapons-after-latest-strikes?page=with%3Ablock-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff#block-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2023/jan/27/russia-ukraine-war-live-zelenskiy-calls-for-further-sanctions-and-more-weapons-after-latest-strikes?page=with%3Ablock-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff#block-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2023/jan/27/russia-ukraine-war-live-zelenskiy-calls-for-further-sanctions-and-more-weapons-after-latest-strikes?page=with%3Ablock-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff#block-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff
https://archive.ph/ikMzW
https://www.refworld.org/docid/3b00f22d10.html
https://perma.cc/L6U6-DXQJ
https://www.refworld.org/docid/43f308d6c.html
https://perma.cc/B5VS-9HW4
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/publications/WorkingPaper-1_SixGraveViolationsLegalFoundation.pdf
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/publications/WorkingPaper-1_SixGraveViolationsLegalFoundation.pdf
https://perma.cc/Y4B8-GTGH
https://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b36d2.html
https://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b36d2.html
https://perma.cc/T2GG-6PJT
https://www.refworld.org/docid/3ae6b38f0.html
https://archive.ph/jrFCx
http://www.kremlin.ru/acts/assignments/orders/70322
https://archive.ph/sZ7DU
https://tass.ru/obschestvo/16757749
http://vpolshchi.pl
https://perma.cc/5VJN-K97R
https://vpolshchi.pl/cherez-rik-zabudut-sho-voni-ukrayinci-tak-rosiyani-zminyuyut-svidomist-ukrayins-kih-6854017681329056a
https://vpolshchi.pl/cherez-rik-zabudut-sho-voni-ukrayinci-tak-rosiyani-zminyuyut-svidomist-ukrayins-kih-6854017681329056a
https://perma.cc/6D49-P2WG
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/news-dity-viyna-deportatsiya/32092032.html
http://vpolshchi.pl
https://perma.cc/5VJN-K97R
https://vpolshchi.pl/cherez-rik-zabudut-sho-voni-ukrayinci-tak-rosiyani-zminyuyut-svidomist-ukrayins-kih-6854017681329056a
https://vpolshchi.pl/cherez-rik-zabudut-sho-voni-ukrayinci-tak-rosiyani-zminyuyut-svidomist-ukrayins-kih-6854017681329056a


36. Source CC0051 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

37. This report also does not specify through which circumstances children were taken into Russia and whether or not they 
were accompanied by parents or guardians. 

“Госдепартамент: Российские Власти Продолжают Отбирать Детей у Украинских Семей,” ГОЛОС АМЕРИКИ, 
October 14, 2022, https://archive.ph/J2ChH, https://www.golosameriki.com/a/state-department-russian/6790624.html.

38. Source CC0053 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

39. ДНР Онлайн, “Счастливые и Здоровые Дети – Залог Успешного Будущего Страны,” Telegram, accessed January 
26, 2023, https://archive.ph/H0tEE, https://t.me/dnronline/85008.

40. Source CC0055 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Святослав Хоменко, Ніна Назарова, “Особиста Проблема Батьків’. У Таборі в РФ Лишаються Десятки 
Українських Дітей, Розлучених з Родинами,” BBC News Україна, October 17, 2022, https://archive.ph/a4lVU, https://
www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564. 

Source CC0250 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

41. Ibid.

Source CC0057 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

42. Isobel Koshiw, “Weeks Turn to Months as Children Become Stuck at Camps in Crimea,” The Guardian, December 27, 
2022, https://archive.ph/VzWlg, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-
crimea-ukraine-russia.

43. Source CC0059 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Хоменко, Святослав and Ніна Назарова, “‘Особиста Проблема Батьків’. У Таборі в РФ Лишаються Десятки 
Українських Дітей, Розлучених з Родинами,” BBC News Україна (BBC), accessed January 26, 2023, https://archive.ph/
a4lVU, https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564.

Uechi, Hiromi, “Thousands of Ukrainian Children Missing after Taking Part in Russia-Organized Camps,” The Japan 
News by The Yomiuri Shimbun, November 21, 2022, https://archive.ph/Xy6pL, https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/world/
europe/20221120-72282/.

44. Source CC0062 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

45. Source CC0063 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

46. Ibid.

Source CC0065 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0066 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

47. Source CC0067 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

48. Кондабарова, Анна, “Как в Ростовской Области Приняли Детей-Сирот Из ЛНР и ДНР,” Ямал-Медиа, February 22, 
2022, https://archive.ph/F8GbM, https://yamal-media.ru/narrative/my-edem-na-ekskursiju-kak-evakuirujut-detej-sirot-iz-
luganska-i-donetska.

Гавриленко, Александр, “Сироты Из Донецка Рассказали, Как Их Приняли в Ростовской Области,” Российская 
газета, February 19, 2022, https://archive.ph/QPyOg, https://rg.ru/2022/02/19/reg-ufo/siroty-iz-donecka-rasskazali-kak-
ih-priniali-v-rostovskoj-oblasti.html

Néant, Christelle, “DONBASS – DPR AND LPR LAUNCH EVACUATION OF CHILDREN, WOMEN AND ELDERLY AMID 
UKRAINIAN SHELLING,” Donbass Insider, https://perma.cc/C2TF-MM76, https://www.donbass-insider.com/2022/02/19/
donbass-dpr-and-lpr-launch-evacuation-of-children-women-and-elderly-amid-ukrainian-shelling/. 

49. “Мама, Мы Скоро Будем,” Вёрстка, June 27, 2022, https://perma.cc/YWJ4-22YD, https://archive.ph/idoxz , https://
verstka.media/deti-siroty-is-ukrainy-v-rossii/.

“Первые Дети-Сироты Из Донбасса Устроены в Российские Семьи Под Временную Опеку,” Уполномоченный 
при Президенте Российской Федерации по правам ребенка, accessed January 25, 2023, https://archive.ph/AcQ7d, 
http://deti.gov.ru/articles/news/pervye-deti-siroty-iz-donbassa-ustroeny-v-rossijskie-sem-i-pod-vremennuyu-opeku.

50. Source CC0073 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

51. Source CC0074 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 
26

https://archive.ph/J2ChH
https://www.golosameriki.com/a/state-department-russian/6790624.html
https://archive.ph/H0tEE
https://t.me/dnronline/85008
https://archive.ph/a4lVU
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://archive.ph/VzWlg
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://archive.ph/a4lVU
https://archive.ph/a4lVU
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://archive.ph/Xy6pL
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/world/europe/20221120-72282/
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/world/europe/20221120-72282/
https://archive.ph/F8GbM
https://yamal-media.ru/narrative/my-edem-na-ekskursiju-kak-evakuirujut-detej-sirot-iz-luganska-i-donetska
https://yamal-media.ru/narrative/my-edem-na-ekskursiju-kak-evakuirujut-detej-sirot-iz-luganska-i-donetska
https://archive.ph/QPyOg
https://rg.ru/2022/02/19/reg-ufo/siroty-iz-donecka-rasskazali-kak-ih-priniali-v-rostovskoj-oblasti.html
https://rg.ru/2022/02/19/reg-ufo/siroty-iz-donecka-rasskazali-kak-ih-priniali-v-rostovskoj-oblasti.html
https://perma.cc/C2TF-MM76
https://www.donbass-insider.com/2022/02/19/donbass-dpr-and-lpr-launch-evacuation-of-children-women-and-elderly-amid-ukrainian-shelling/
https://www.donbass-insider.com/2022/02/19/donbass-dpr-and-lpr-launch-evacuation-of-children-women-and-elderly-amid-ukrainian-shelling/
https://perma.cc/YWJ4-22YD
https://archive.ph/idoxz
https://verstka.media/deti-siroty-is-ukrainy-v-rossii/
https://verstka.media/deti-siroty-is-ukrainy-v-rossii/
https://archive.ph/AcQ7d
http://deti.gov.ru/articles/news/pervye-deti-siroty-iz-donbassa-ustroeny-v-rossijskie-sem-i-pod-vremennuyu-opeku


52. “Окупаційна Влада Херсонщини Вивозить Дітей з Інвалідністю На ‘Оздоровлення’ До Криму,” суспільне новини, 
https://archive.ph/E0ILN, https://suspilne.media/300762-okupacijna-vlada-hersonsini-vivozit-ditej-z-invalidnistu-na-
ozdorovlenna-do-krimu/.

“Детей Алешкинского Детского Дома-Интерната Эвакуировали в Город Скадовск,” ZOV ХЕРСОН, December 2, 
2022, https://archive.ph/fUCtf , https://kherson-news.ru/society/2022/12/02/73123.html.

“Как Россия Спасла Особых Херсонских Детей От Огня ,” ForPost Околовойны, December 28, 2022, https://archive.
ph/IjjGi, https://sevastopol.su/news/kak-rossiya-spasla-osobyh-hersonskih-detey-ot-ognya-forpost-okolovoyny.

53. Andriana Velianyk, “How Russia Deports Ukrainians: A Report by Human Rights Activists: Svidomi,” Свідомі, January 23, 
2023, https://archive.ph/gui8R, https://svidomi.in.ua/en/page/how-russia-deports-ukrainians-a-report-by-human-rights-
activists.

“Минздрав Проведет Диспансеризацию Детей На Новых Территориях России,” Interfax.ru, October 5, 2022, https://
archive.ph/SEaSN, https://www.interfax.ru/russia/866498. 

54. Isobel Koshiw, “Weeks Turn to Months as Children Become Stuck at Camps in Crimea,” The Guardian, December 27, 
2022, https://archive.ph/VzWlg, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-
crimea-ukraine-russia.

Readovka, “«Хочу Оставаться Здесь, Пока Мама Не Скажет Возвращаться» — Ребята Из Каховки, Приехавшие 
в Лагерь в Евпатории, Задерживаются На Отдыхе, Но Уезжать и Не Торопятся,” Telegram, accessed January 27, 
2023, https://perma.cc/6PNT-VZR4, https://t.me/readovkanews/46256.

Святослав Хоменко, Ніна Назарова, “Особиста Проблема Батьків’. У Таборі в РФ Лишаються Десятки 
Українських Дітей, Розлучених з Родинами,” BBC News Україна, October 17, 2022, https://archive.ph/a4lVU, https://
www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564. 

Source CC0083 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Алена Евтякова, “Десятки Детей Из Донбасса Остались Отдыхать в Лагере «Орленок» Еще На Одну Сменy,” 
1tv.ru, March 2, 2022, https://archive.ph/QEXZG, https://www.1tv.ru/news/2022-03-02/422336-desyatki_detey_iz_
donbassa_ostalis_otdyhat_v_lagere_orlenok_esche_na_odnu_smenu.

Source CC0085 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

55. Isobel Koshiw, “Weeks Turn to Months as Children Become Stuck at Camps in Crimea,” The Guardian, December 27, 
2022, https://archive.ph/VzWlg, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-
crimea-ukraine-russia. 

56. Source CC0087 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

57. Алена Евтякова, “Десятки Детей Из Донбасса Остались Отдыхать в Лагере «Орленок» Еще На Одну Сменy,” 
1tv.ru, March 2, 2022, https://archive.ph/QEXZG, https://www.1tv.ru/news/2022-03-02/422336-desyatki_detey_iz_
donbassa_ostalis_otdyhat_v_lagere_orlenok_esche_na_odnu_smenu. 

58. Святослав Хоменко, Ніна Назарова, “Особиста Проблема Батьків’. У Таборі в РФ Лишаються Десятки 
Українських Дітей, Розлучених з Родинами,” BBC News Україна, October 17, 2022, https://archive.ph/a4lVU, https://
www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564. 

59. Source CC0090 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

60. Source CC0091 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

61. Source CC0092 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

62. Isobel Koshiw, “Weeks Turn to Months as Children Become Stuck at Camps in Crimea,” The Guardian, December 27, 
2022, https://archive.ph/VzWlg, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-
crimea-ukraine-russia. 

63. Любезна Катерина, “В Пансіонат ‘Лучистий’ в Окупованому Заозерному Привезли 700 Дітей з Херсонщини,” 
Суспільне Крим, October 3, 2022, https://archive.ph/7USCy, https://crimea.suspilne.media/ua/news/9385.

Readovka, “«Хочу Оставаться Здесь, Пока Мама Не Скажет Возвращаться» — Ребята Из Каховки, Приехавшие 
в Лагерь в Евпатории, Задерживаются На Отдыхе, Но Уезжать и Не Торопятся,” Telegram, accessed January 27, 
2023, https://perma.cc/6PNT-VZR4, https://t.me/readovkanews/46256.

Source CC0096 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

64. Isobel Koshiw, “Weeks Turn to Months as Children Become Stuck at Camps in Crimea,” The Guardian, December 27, 
27

https://archive.ph/E0ILN
https://suspilne.media/300762-okupacijna-vlada-hersonsini-vivozit-ditej-z-invalidnistu-na-ozdorovlenna-do-krimu/
https://suspilne.media/300762-okupacijna-vlada-hersonsini-vivozit-ditej-z-invalidnistu-na-ozdorovlenna-do-krimu/
https://archive.ph/fUCtf
https://kherson-news.ru/society/2022/12/02/73123.html
https://archive.ph/IjjGi
https://archive.ph/IjjGi
https://sevastopol.su/news/kak-rossiya-spasla-osobyh-hersonskih-detey-ot-ognya-forpost-okolovoyny
https://archive.ph/gui8R
https://svidomi.in.ua/en/page/how-russia-deports-ukrainians-a-report-by-human-rights-activists
https://svidomi.in.ua/en/page/how-russia-deports-ukrainians-a-report-by-human-rights-activists
http://Interfax.ru
https://archive.ph/SEaSN
https://archive.ph/SEaSN
https://www.interfax.ru/russia/866498
https://archive.ph/VzWlg
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://perma.cc/6PNT-VZR4
https://t.me/readovkanews/46256
https://archive.ph/a4lVU
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
http://tv.ru
https://archive.ph/QEXZG
http://tv.ru/news/2022-03-02/422336-desyatki_detey_iz_donbassa_ostalis_otdyhat_v_lagere_orlenok_esche_na_odnu_smenu
http://tv.ru/news/2022-03-02/422336-desyatki_detey_iz_donbassa_ostalis_otdyhat_v_lagere_orlenok_esche_na_odnu_smenu
https://archive.ph/VzWlg
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
http://tv.ru
https://archive.ph/QEXZG
http://tv.ru/news/2022-03-02/422336-desyatki_detey_iz_donbassa_ostalis_otdyhat_v_lagere_orlenok_esche_na_odnu_smenu
http://tv.ru/news/2022-03-02/422336-desyatki_detey_iz_donbassa_ostalis_otdyhat_v_lagere_orlenok_esche_na_odnu_smenu
https://archive.ph/a4lVU
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://archive.ph/VzWlg
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://archive.ph/7USCy
https://crimea.suspilne.media/ua/news/9385
https://perma.cc/6PNT-VZR4
https://t.me/readovkanews/46256


2022, https://archive.ph/VzWlg, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-
crimea-ukraine-russia.

65. Святослав Хоменко, Ніна Назарова, “Особиста Проблема Батьків’. У Таборі в РФ Лишаються Десятки 
Українських Дітей, Розлучених з Родинами,” BBC News Україна, October 17, 2022, https://archive.ph/a4lVU, https://
www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564. 

Isobel Koshiw, “Weeks Turn to Months as Children Become Stuck at Camps in Crimea,” The Guardian, December 27, 
2022, https://archive.ph/VzWlg, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-
crimea-ukraine-russia.

66. Source CC0100 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

67. Source CC0101 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Святослав Хоменко, Ніна Назарова, “Особиста Проблема Батьків’. У Таборі в РФ Лишаються Десятки 
Українських Дітей, Розлучених з Родинами,” BBC News Україна, October 17, 2022, https://archive.ph/a4lVU, https://
www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564. 

68. Kotsnews, “О Детях, Которые Выезжали Еще Из Нашей Харьковской Области На Отдых в Россию. И Сейчас 
Вынуждены Возвращаться - в Изюм, Балаклею, Купянск…,” Telegram, accessed January 25, 2023, https://archive.
ph/kOQUv, https://t.me/sashakots/36358.

Khoshnood, Kaveh, Nathaniel A. Raymond and Caitlin N. Howarth et al., “Extrajudicial Detentions and Enforced 
Disappearances in Kherson Oblast,” November 18, 2022, Humanitarian Research Lab at Yale School of Public Health: 
New Haven, https://hub.conflictobservatory.org/portal/apps/sites/#/home/pages/kherson-1; 

Khoshnood, Kaveh and Nathaniel A. Raymond et al., “System of Filtration: Mapping Russia’s Detention 
Operations in Donetsk Oblast,” August 25, 2022, Humanitarian Research Lab at Yale School of Public Health: 
New Haven, https://archive.ph/I8jQ7, https://hub.conflictobservatory.org/portal/sharing/rest/content/
items/7d1c90eb89d3446f9e708b87b69ad0d8/data.

69. Source CC0105 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

70. Source CC0106 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

71. Source CC0107 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

72. Святослав Хоменко, Ніна Назарова, “Особиста Проблема Батьків’. У Таборі в РФ Лишаються Десятки 
Українських Дітей, Розлучених з Родинами,” BBC News Україна, October 17, 2022, https://archive.ph/a4lVU, https://
www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564.

73. Isobel Koshiw, “Weeks Turn to Months as Children Become Stuck at Camps in Crimea,” The Guardian, December 27, 
2022, https://archive.ph/VzWlg, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-
crimea-ukraine-russia. 

74. Ibid. 

Source CC0111 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0112 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0113 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

75. Ibid.

76. Ibid.

77. Администрация Херсонской области, “Продолжается Программа По Организации Оздоровительного Отдыха 
Детей Из Херсона и Области На Курортах Российской Федерации.,” Telegram, accessed January 26, 2023, https://
archive.ph/MjBu3, https://t.me/VGA_Kherson/2871.

Святослав Хоменко, Ніна Назарова, “Особиста Проблема Батьків’. У Таборі в РФ Лишаються Десятки 
Українських Дітей, Розлучених з Родинами,” BBC News Україна, October 17, 2022, https://archive.ph/a4lVU, https://
www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564. 

Source CC0118 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

78. Uechi, Hiromi, “Thousands of Ukrainian Children Missing after Taking Part in Russia-Organized Camps.” The Japan 
News, Yomiuri Shimbun, November 21, 2022, https://perma.cc/BL62-D6ML, https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/world/
europe/20221120-72282/.

28

https://archive.ph/VzWlg
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://archive.ph/a4lVU
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://archive.ph/VzWlg
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://archive.ph/a4lVU
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://archive.ph/kOQUv
https://archive.ph/kOQUv
https://t.me/sashakots/36358
https://hub.conflictobservatory.org/portal/apps/sites/#/home/pages/kherson-1
https://archive.ph/I8jQ7
https://hub.conflictobservatory.org/portal/sharing/rest/content/items/7d1c90eb89d3446f9e708b87b69ad0d8/data
https://hub.conflictobservatory.org/portal/sharing/rest/content/items/7d1c90eb89d3446f9e708b87b69ad0d8/data
https://archive.ph/a4lVU
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://archive.ph/VzWlg
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://archive.ph/MjBu3
https://archive.ph/MjBu3
https://t.me/VGA_Kherson/2871
https://archive.ph/a4lVU
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://perma.cc/BL62-D6ML
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/world/europe/20221120-72282/
https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/world/europe/20221120-72282/


Source CC0251 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

79. Source CC0121 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

80. Source CC0122 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

81. Russian Federation, “State Party Reports Russian Federation,” Juvenile justice information portfolio - committee on the 
rights of the child, October 22, 1992, https://archive.ph/Wzhfy, https://www.unicef-irc.org/portfolios/documents/434_
russian-fed.htm.

82. Source CC0123 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

83. Таврия. Новости Херсонской области, “«ЮНАРМИЯ» Провела Презентацию Движения в Одной Из Школ 
Херсонской Области,” Telegram, accessed February 7, 2023, https://archive.ph/Zk0g5,  https://t.me/tavriya_
kherson/2679.

“В СевГУ Стартовали Университетские Смены Для Детей Из ЛДНР,” Новости Севастополя - БезФормата, June 
22, 2022, https://archive.ph/kWari, https://sevastopol.bezformata.com/listnews/sevgu-startovali-universitetskie-
smeni/106774407/.

“Сергей Кравцов Пообщался с Участниками ‘Университетских Смен’ в Ростове-На-Дону,” Росметод – 
информационно-образовательная программа г.Москва, accessed February 8, 2023,  https://perma.cc/KK8L-NM7V, 
https://rosmetod.ru/news/5674.html.

Source CC0128 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

84. Source CC0129 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Святослав Хоменко, Ніна Назарова, “Особиста Проблема Батьків’. У Таборі в РФ Лишаються Десятки 
Українських Дітей, Розлучених з Родинами,” BBC News Україна, October 17, 2022, https://archive.ph/a4lVU, https://
www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564. 

Source CC0131 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

85. Source CC0132 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0133 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

86. Source CC0134 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

87. Isobel Koshiw, “Weeks Turn to Months as Children Become Stuck at Camps in Crimea,” The Guardian, December 27, 
2022, https://archive.ph/VzWlg, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-
crimea-ukraine-russia.

Source CC0136 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Алена Евтякова, “Десятки Детей Из Донбасса Остались Отдыхать в Лагере «Орленок» Еще На Одну Сменy,” 
1tv.ru, March 2, 2022, https://archive.ph/QEXZG, https://www.1tv.ru/news/2022-03-02/422336-desyatki_detey_iz_
donbassa_ostalis_otdyhat_v_lagere_orlenok_esche_na_odnu_smenu.

Source CC0138 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

88. Source CC0139 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

89. Source CC0140 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

90. Source CC0141 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

91. Source CC0142 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0143 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0144 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

92. Source CC0145 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

93. “We Return 20 More Ukrainian Children from Russian Captivity!,” Save Ukraine, December 26, 2022, https://archive.ph/
SQMCt, https://saveukraineua.org/news/tpost/1x0s6cgne1-we-return-20-more-ukrainian-children-fro.

Source CC0147 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0148 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0149 has been withheld due to protection concerns.
29

https://archive.ph/Wzhfy
https://www.unicef-irc.org/portfolios/documents/434_russian-fed.htm
https://www.unicef-irc.org/portfolios/documents/434_russian-fed.htm
https://archive.ph/Zk0g5
https://t.me/tavriya_kherson/2679
https://t.me/tavriya_kherson/2679
https://archive.ph/kWari
https://sevastopol.bezformata.com/listnews/sevgu-startovali-universitetskie-smeni/106774407/
https://sevastopol.bezformata.com/listnews/sevgu-startovali-universitetskie-smeni/106774407/
https://perma.cc/KK8L-NM7V
https://rosmetod.ru/news/5674.html
https://archive.ph/a4lVU
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://archive.ph/VzWlg
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
http://tv.ru
https://archive.ph/QEXZG
http://tv.ru/news/2022-03-02/422336-desyatki_detey_iz_donbassa_ostalis_otdyhat_v_lagere_orlenok_esche_na_odnu_smenu
http://tv.ru/news/2022-03-02/422336-desyatki_detey_iz_donbassa_ostalis_otdyhat_v_lagere_orlenok_esche_na_odnu_smenu
https://archive.ph/SQMCt
https://archive.ph/SQMCt
https://saveukraineua.org/news/tpost/1x0s6cgne1-we-return-20-more-ukrainian-children-fro


Source CC0150 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

94. Source CC0151 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

95. Source CC0152 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

96. “О Движении «ЮНАРМИЯ»,” ЮНАРМИЯ, accessed February 8, 2023, https://archive.ph/N476B, https://yunarmy.ru/
headquarters/about/. 

97. Source CC0154 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

98. Ibid. 

99. Таврия. Новости Херсонской области, “«ЮНАРМИЯ» Провела Презентацию Движения в Одной Из Школ 
Херсонской Области,” Telegram, accessed February 7, 2023, https://perma.cc/9XFN-JN8F, https://t.me/tavriya_
kherson/2679. 

100. Source CC0157 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

ЭНЕРГОДАРСКИЙ СВЯЗНОЙ, “Сегодня Дети Из Энергодара Отправились в Детский Лагерь «Ласпи»!,” Telegram, 
accessed February 8, 2023, https://archive.ph/c0UKu, https://t.me/zaporojie24/3196.

ЭНЕРГОДАРСКИЙ СВЯЗНОЙ, “К Концу Подошла Смена в Детском Оздоровительном Лагере «Ласпи» 
Расположенном На Южном Берегу Крыма,” Telegram, accessed February 8, 2023, https://archive.ph/VZP1W, 
https://t.me/zaporojie24/3413.

Source CC0160 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

101. Source CC0161 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Isobel Koshiw, “Weeks Turn to Months as Children Become Stuck at Camps in Crimea,” The Guardian, December 27, 
2022, https://archive.ph/VzWlg, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-
crimea-ukraine-russia.

Святослав Хоменко, Ніна Назарова, “Особиста Проблема Батьків’. У Таборі в РФ Лишаються Десятки 
Українських Дітей, Розлучених з Родинами,” BBC News Україна, October 17, 2022, https://archive.ph/a4lVU, https://
www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564.

102. Source CC0164 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0165 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0166 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

103. Source CC0252 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

104. Святослав Хоменко, Ніна Назарова, “Особиста Проблема Батьків’. У Таборі в РФ Лишаються Десятки 
Українських Дітей, Розлучених з Родинами,” BBC News Україна, October 17, 2022, https://archive.ph/a4lVU, https://
www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564. 

105. Isobel Koshiw, “Weeks Turn to Months as Children Become Stuck at Camps in Crimea,” The Guardian, December 27, 
2022, https://archive.ph/VzWlg, https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-
crimea-ukraine-russia. 

106. Святослав Хоменко, Ніна Назарова, “Особиста Проблема Батьків’. У Таборі в РФ Лишаються Десятки 
Українських Дітей, Розлучених з Родинами,” BBC News Україна, October 17, 2022, https://archive.ph/a4lVU, https://
www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564. 

107. Ibid.

108. “Country Policy and Information Note: Military Service, Ukraine, June 2022 (Accessible),” GOV.UK, accessed February 
8, 2023, https://archive.ph/Ypi2V, https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-country-policy-and-information-
notes/country-policy-and-information-note-military-service-ukraine-june-2022-accessible#Martial_law.

109. Source CC0172 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

110. Khoshnood, Kaveh and Nathaniel A. Raymond et al., “System of Filtration: Mapping Russia’s Detention 
Operations in Donetsk Oblast,” 25 August 2022, Humanitarian Research Lab at Yale School of Public Health: 
New Haven, https://archive.ph/I8jQ7, https://hub.conflictobservatory.org/portal/sharing/rest/content/
items/7d1c90eb89d3446f9e708b87b69ad0d8/data.

111. Source CC0174 has been withheld due to protection concerns.
30

https://archive.ph/N476B
https://yunarmy.ru/headquarters/about/
https://yunarmy.ru/headquarters/about/
https://perma.cc/9XFN-JN8F
https://t.me/tavriya_kherson/2679
https://t.me/tavriya_kherson/2679
https://archive.ph/c0UKu
https://t.me/zaporojie24/3196
https://archive.ph/VZP1W
https://t.me/zaporojie24/3413
https://archive.ph/VzWlg
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://archive.ph/a4lVU
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://archive.ph/a4lVU
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://archive.ph/VzWlg
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/dec/27/children-become-stuck-at-camps-in-crimea-ukraine-russia
https://archive.ph/a4lVU
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
http://GOV.UK
https://archive.ph/Ypi2V
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-country-policy-and-information-notes/country-policy-and-information-note-military-service-ukraine-june-2022-accessible#Martial_law
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-country-policy-and-information-notes/country-policy-and-information-note-military-service-ukraine-june-2022-accessible#Martial_law
https://archive.ph/I8jQ7
https://hub.conflictobservatory.org/portal/sharing/rest/content/items/7d1c90eb89d3446f9e708b87b69ad0d8/data
https://hub.conflictobservatory.org/portal/sharing/rest/content/items/7d1c90eb89d3446f9e708b87b69ad0d8/data


Святослав Хоменко, Ніна Назарова, “Особиста Проблема Батьків’. У Таборі в РФ Лишаються Десятки 
Українських Дітей, Розлучених з Родинами,” BBC News Україна, October 17, 2022, https://archive.ph/a4lVU, https://
www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564.

112. Source CC0176 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

113. “Перечень Поручений По Итогам Встречи с Матерями Военнослужащих – Участников СВО,” Office of the 
President of Russia, January 2, 2023, https://archive.ph/jrFCx, http://www.kremlin.ru/acts/assignments/orders/70322.

KO4A TV, “НОВОГОДНЕЕ ОБРАЩЕНИЕ ПУТИНА 2023 НА ФОНЕ С СОЛДАТАМИ!,” YouTube, December 31, 2022, 
https://ghostarchive.org/varchive/5WO7HsYLtR0, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WO7HsYLtR0. https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=5WO7HsYLtR0.

Vladimir Putin, “New Year Address to the Nation,” Office of the President of Russia, December 31, 2022, https://archive.
ph/EURoB, http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/70315

114. РИА новости, “Путин Подписал Указ Об Упрощенном Приеме Детей-Сирот Из ДНР, ЛНР и с Украины в 
Российское Гражданство,” Telegram, accessed February 8, 2023 https://archive.ph/avsev, https://t.me/rian_
ru/165351. 

115. Source CC0181 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

116. Кремлевский шептун, “Владимир Путин На Собрании в «Артеке» в Крыму Заявил, Что Возглавит 
Наблюдательный Совет Нового Российского Движения Детей и Молодёжи.,” Telegram, accessed February 8, 
2023, https://archive.ph/9AVtA , https://t.me/kremlin_sekret/7682.

117. Source CC0183 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

«Послезавтра»: молодежные лагерные смены, “С 29 Октября По 12 Ноября 2022 Года Мария Львова-Белова..: 
‘Послезавтра’: Молодежные Лагерные Смены,” VK, accessed February 8, 2023, https://archive.ph/hrNyZ., https://
vk.com/poslezavtra_dvr?w=wall-217242735_10.

Source CC0185 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

118. “Meeting with Commissioner for Children’s Rights Maria Lvova-Belova,” Office of the President of Russia, March 9, 2022, 
https://archive.ph/V82E6, http://www.en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67949.; “Мария Львова-Белова Привезла 
в Россию Воспитанников Домов Ребёнка Из ДНР,” Президент России, October 10, 2022, https://archive.ph/lMm4s, 
http://www.kremlin.ru/catalog/keywords/87/events/69571. 

Source CC0187 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

119. Анна Кондабарова, “Как в Ростовской Области Приняли Детей-Сирот Из ЛНР и ДНР,” Ямал-Медиа, February 22, 
2022, https://archive.ph/F8GbM, https://yamal-media.ru/narrative/my-edem-na-ekskursiju-kak-evakuirujut-detej-sirot-iz-
luganska-i-donetska.

Source CC0189 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Christelle Néant, “Donbass - DPR and LPR Launch Evacuation of Children, Women and Elderly amid Ukrainian Shelling ,” 
DONBASS INSIDER, February 19, 2022, https://perma.cc/C2TF-MM76, https://www.donbass-insider.com/2022/02/19/
donbass-dpr-and-lpr-launch-evacuation-of-children-women-and-elderly-amid-ukrainian-shelling/

120. Source CC0191 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

121. Source CC0192 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

122. Source CC0193 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Елена Чернышова, “Москалькова Пообещала Бесплатное Обучение Для Детей Из Донбасса,” РБК, August 22, 
2022, https://archive.ph/GhlhM, https://www.rbc.ru/society/22/08/2022/6303492e9a794795c45e0693. 

123. Омбудсмен ДНР дарья морозова, “ПРИ СОДЕЙСТВИИ ОМБУДСМЕНА ДНР 120 ДЕТЕЙ ИЗ ПРИФРОНТОВЫХ 
ГОРОДОВ РЕСПУБЛИКИ ОТПРАВИЛИСЬ НА ОЗДОРОВЛЕНИЕ В КРЫМ,” Telegram, accessed February 8, 2023, 
https://archive.ph/qJODS, https://t.me/aupch_dnr/3179. 

124. “Львова-Белова Сообщила, Что Детский Омбудсмен Украины Не Взаимодействует с Ней,” TACC, December 
23, 2022, https://perma.cc/U4YP-RZXQ, https://tass.ru/obschestvo/16678623?utm_source=google.com&utm_
medium=organic&utm_campaign=google.com&utm_referrer=google.com. 

125. ГО «Детектор медіа» “Revenge for the Children of the Donbas’. How Russia Justifies Deportation and Other War 
Crimes in Ukraine,” Детектор медіа, January 10, 2023, https://archive.ph/fw9zE, https://detector.media/monitorynh-
internetu/article/206833/2023-01-10-revenge-for-the-children-of-the-donbas-how-russia-justifies-deportation-and-other-

31

https://archive.ph/a4lVU
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-63268564
https://archive.ph/jrFCx
http://www.kremlin.ru/acts/assignments/orders/70322
https://ghostarchive.org/varchive/5WO7HsYLtR0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WO7HsYLtR0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WO7HsYLtR0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5WO7HsYLtR0
https://archive.ph/EURoB
https://archive.ph/EURoB
http://en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/70315
https://archive.ph/avsev
https://t.me/rian_ru/165351
https://t.me/rian_ru/165351
https://archive.ph/9AVtA
https://t.me/kremlin_sekret/7682
https://archive.ph/hrNyZ
https://vk.com/poslezavtra_dvr?w=wall-217242735_10
https://vk.com/poslezavtra_dvr?w=wall-217242735_10
https://archive.ph/V82E6
http://www.en.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/67949
https://archive.ph/lMm4s
http://www.kremlin.ru/catalog/keywords/87/events/69571
https://archive.ph/F8GbM
https://yamal-media.ru/narrative/my-edem-na-ekskursiju-kak-evakuirujut-detej-sirot-iz-luganska-i-donetska
https://yamal-media.ru/narrative/my-edem-na-ekskursiju-kak-evakuirujut-detej-sirot-iz-luganska-i-donetska
https://perma.cc/C2TF-MM76
https://www.donbass-insider.com/2022/02/19/donbass-dpr-and-lpr-launch-evacuation-of-children-women-and-elderly-amid-ukrainian-shelling/
https://www.donbass-insider.com/2022/02/19/donbass-dpr-and-lpr-launch-evacuation-of-children-women-and-elderly-amid-ukrainian-shelling/
https://archive.ph/GhlhM
https://www.rbc.ru/society/22/08/2022/6303492e9a794795c45e0693
https://archive.ph/qJODS
https://t.me/aupch_dnr/3179
https://perma.cc/U4YP-RZXQ
https://tass.ru/obschestvo/16678623?utm_source=google.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=google.com&utm_referrer=google.com
https://tass.ru/obschestvo/16678623?utm_source=google.com&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=google.com&utm_referrer=google.com
https://archive.ph/fw9zE
https://detector.media/monitorynh-internetu/article/206833/2023-01-10-revenge-for-the-children-of-the-donbas-how-russia-justifies-deportation-and-other-war-crimes-in-ukraine/
https://detector.media/monitorynh-internetu/article/206833/2023-01-10-revenge-for-the-children-of-the-donbas-how-russia-justifies-deportation-and-other-war-crimes-in-ukraine/


war-crimes-in-ukraine/. 

126. Ольга Будник, “Дмитро Лубінець, Уповноважений Верховної Ради України з Прав Людини” кринформ, January 
15, 2023, https://archive.ph/Fhcjx, https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-society/3652852-dmitro-lubinec-upovnovazenij-
verhovnoi-radi-ukraini-z-prav-ludini.html. 

127. “В Оккупированный Мелитополь Приехал Министр Рф и Привез Российские Школьные Учебники (Фото),” 
ZаБор, July 11, 2022, https://archive.ph/KCZaD, https://zabor.zp.ua/new/v-okkupirovannyy-melitopol-priekhal-ministr-rf-
i-privez-rossiyskie-shkolnye-uchebniki-foto.

128. Source CC0200 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

129. Source CC0207 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

Source CC0254 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

130. Hrytsak, Y. et al., Re-Vision of History: Russian Historical Propaganda and Ukraine. Yermolenko, Volodymyr (ed.) 
Internews Ukraine: Kyiv, 2019. Available at https://internews.ua/en/opportunity/revision.

131. “Дети Из Города Ждановка в ДНР Приехали На Отдых в Магадан,” РИА Новости, August 11, 2022, https://archive.
ph/TR6Vo, https://ria.ru/20220811/deti-1808799844.html?in=t.

This practice of ‘patronage’ has roots in Russian and Soviet culture and has been practiced in other circumstances, 
including internal to Russia. See: “Начало Встречи с Представителями Крупного Бизнеса,” Президент России, 
March 20, 2015, https://archive.ph/MxInr, http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/page/336.

“Кадыров Взял Личное Шефство Над Сельским Хозяйством Чечни,” Интерфакс Россия, January 22, 2009, https://
archive.ph/VsG8B, https://www.interfax-russia.ru/south-and-north-caucasus/news/kadyrov-vzyal-lichnoe-shefstvo-nad-
selskim-hozyaystvom-chechni.

132. Мурат Кумпилов, “post” Telegram, accessed February 9, 2023, https://archive.ph/qAicG, https://t.me/
muratkumpilov/1791. 

Source CC0206 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0207 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

133. Source CC0209 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

“Встреча с Избранными Главами Регионов,” Президент России Официальный сайт, Octobre 10, 2022, https://
archive.ph/fXo1x, http://special.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69567.

134. Dmitry Sudakov, “Moscow Will Take Donetsk and Luhansk under Its Wing,” PravdaReport, May 23, 2022, https://archive.
ph/43Ozw, https://english.pravda.ru/news/hotspots/152007-moscow_donetsk_luhansk/.

Kiriyenko is subject to broad international sanctions from, among others, the United States, the United Kingdom, the 
European Union, Japan, France, Belgium, New Zealand and Ukraine.  “Sergei Vladilenovich Kiriyenko,” OpenSanctions, 
accessed February 9, 2023, https://archive.ph/sBOXu, https://www.opensanctions.org/entities/Q313915/

135. “Кириенко Считает, Что Исторические Территории Донбасса Будут Полностью Освобождены,” TACC, May 19, 
2022, https://archive.ph/LEGLe, https://tass.ru/politika/14675873?utm_source=rtvi.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_
campaign=rtvi.com&utm_referrer=rtvi.com.

136. Юлия Волкова, “Кириенко Заявил, Что Регионы «Возьмут Шефство» Над Районами ДНР и ЛНР,” РБК, May 19, 
2022, https://archive.ph/wMs0g, https://www.rbc.ru/politics/19/05/2022/62866c789a79470027d609a8.

“Yakutia Takes Eastern DPR Town under Patronage,” Donetsk News Agency, June 6, 2022, https://archive.ph/ucpaH, 
https://dan-news.ru/en/russia/yakutia-takes-eastern-dpr-town-under-patronage/

137. “Встреча с Губернатором Магаданской Области Сергеем Носовым,” Президент России, October 21, 2022, https://
archive.ph/crovO, http://www.kremlin.ru/catalog/persons/563/events/69656.

138. Anastasia Tenisheva, “Russian Towns Get Ukrainian ‘Twins’ in PR Drive, Political Deflection Tactic,” The Moscow Times, 
February 9, 2023, https://archive.ph/ldTtl, https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/07/08/russian-towns-get-ukrainian-
twins-in-pr-drive-political-deflection-tactic-a78195.

Meduza “Путин и Кириенко Заставили Российские Регионы Взять ‘Шефство’ Над Городами и Районами 
Донбасса. ‘Медуза’ Выяснила, Как Устроена Эта Система, На Которую Из Бюджета Потратят Миллиарды 
Рублей,” Meduza, July 8, 2022, https://archive.ph/XQOie, https://meduza.io/feature/2022/07/08/putin-i-kirienko-zastavili-
rossiyskie-regiony-vzyat-shefstvo-nad-gorodami-i-rayonami-donbassa-meduza-vyyasnila-kak-ustroena-eta-sistema-na-
kotoruyu-iz-byudzheta-potratyat-milliardy-rubley.

https://detector.media/monitorynh-internetu/article/206833/2023-01-10-revenge-for-the-children-of-the-donbas-how-russia-justifies-deportation-and-other-war-crimes-in-ukraine/
https://archive.ph/Fhcjx
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-society/3652852-dmitro-lubinec-upovnovazenij-verhovnoi-radi-ukraini-z-prav-ludini.html
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-society/3652852-dmitro-lubinec-upovnovazenij-verhovnoi-radi-ukraini-z-prav-ludini.html
https://archive.ph/KCZaD
https://zabor.zp.ua/new/v-okkupirovannyy-melitopol-priekhal-ministr-rf-i-privez-rossiyskie-shkolnye-uchebniki-foto
https://zabor.zp.ua/new/v-okkupirovannyy-melitopol-priekhal-ministr-rf-i-privez-rossiyskie-shkolnye-uchebniki-foto
https://internews.ua/en/opportunity/revision
https://archive.ph/TR6Vo
https://archive.ph/TR6Vo
https://ria.ru/20220811/deti-1808799844.html?in=t
https://archive.ph/MxInr
http://www.kremlin.ru/events/president/transcripts/page/336
https://archive.ph/VsG8B
https://archive.ph/VsG8B
https://www.interfax-russia.ru/south-and-north-caucasus/news/kadyrov-vzyal-lichnoe-shefstvo-nad-selskim-hozyaystvom-chechni
https://www.interfax-russia.ru/south-and-north-caucasus/news/kadyrov-vzyal-lichnoe-shefstvo-nad-selskim-hozyaystvom-chechni
https://archive.ph/qAicG
https://t.me/muratkumpilov/1791
https://t.me/muratkumpilov/1791
https://archive.ph/fXo1x
https://archive.ph/fXo1x
http://special.kremlin.ru/events/president/news/69567
https://archive.ph/43Ozw
https://archive.ph/43Ozw
https://english.pravda.ru/news/hotspots/152007-moscow_donetsk_luhansk/
https://archive.ph/sBOXu
https://www.opensanctions.org/entities/Q313915/
https://archive.ph/LEGLe
https://tass.ru/politika/14675873?utm_source=rtvi.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=rtvi.com&utm_referrer=rtvi.com
https://tass.ru/politika/14675873?utm_source=rtvi.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=rtvi.com&utm_referrer=rtvi.com
https://archive.ph/wMs0g
https://www.rbc.ru/politics/19/05/2022/62866c789a79470027d609a8
https://archive.ph/ucpaH
https://dan-news.ru/en/russia/yakutia-takes-eastern-dpr-town-under-patronage/
https://archive.ph/crovO
https://archive.ph/crovO
http://www.kremlin.ru/catalog/persons/563/events/69656
https://archive.ph/ldTtl
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/07/08/russian-towns-get-ukrainian-twins-in-pr-drive-political-deflection-tactic-a78195
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2022/07/08/russian-towns-get-ukrainian-twins-in-pr-drive-political-deflection-tactic-a78195
https://archive.ph/XQOie
https://meduza.io/feature/2022/07/08/putin-i-kirienko-zastavili-rossiyskie-regiony-vzyat-shefstvo-nad-gorodami-i-rayonami-donbassa-meduza-vyyasnila-kak-ustroena-eta-sistema-na-kotoruyu-iz-byudzheta-potratyat-milliardy-rubley
https://meduza.io/feature/2022/07/08/putin-i-kirienko-zastavili-rossiyskie-regiony-vzyat-shefstvo-nad-gorodami-i-rayonami-donbassa-meduza-vyyasnila-kak-ustroena-eta-sistema-na-kotoruyu-iz-byudzheta-potratyat-milliardy-rubley
https://meduza.io/feature/2022/07/08/putin-i-kirienko-zastavili-rossiyskie-regiony-vzyat-shefstvo-nad-gorodami-i-rayonami-donbassa-meduza-vyyasnila-kak-ustroena-eta-sistema-na-kotoruyu-iz-byudzheta-potratyat-milliardy-rubley


139. Ibid. 

140. Ibid. 

141. Ibid. 

142. Ibid. 

143. Донбасс решает, “Камчатка Дотянулась До Донбасса.,” Telegram, accessed February 9, 2023, https://archive.ph/
SqOyO, https://t.me/donbassr/29654.

Riddle Russia, “Russia’s Regional Debt Spiral,” Riddle Russia, April 18, 2018, https://archive.ph/299J6, https://ridl.io/
russias-regional-debt-spiral/.

144. “Дети, Проживающие На Подшефных Территориях Камчатки в ДНР, Отправились На Оздоровительный Отдых,” 
Камчатский край официальный сайт, accessed February 9, 2023, https://archive.ph/mvKCc, https://webcache.
googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache%3AJq7uijDSopcJ%3Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.kamgov.ru%2Fnews%2Fdeti-
prozivausie-na-podsefnyh-territoriah-kamcatki-v-dnr-otpravilis-na-ozdorovitelnyj-otdyh-57504&cd=11&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl
=ee.

“Четверо Детей, Прибывших с Донбасса, Бесплатно Отдохнут в Оздоровительных Лагерях Камчатки 
Подробнее,” KamchatkaMedia, accessed June 8, 2022, https://archive.ph/FIRGF, https://kamchatkamedia.ru/
news/1300612/.

Искандер ХАКИМОВ, “Гуманитарная Помощь с Камчатки Доставлена На Донбасс,” kamtoday.ru, 25 April, 2022, 
https://archive.ph/a0H1t, https://kamtoday.ru/news/partners/gumanitarnaya-pomoshch-s-kamchatki-dostavlena-na-
donbass/.

145. Source CC0227 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

146. “Руководство Комиссии,” Республиканская комиссия по делам несовершеннолетних и защите их прав, 
accessed February 9, 2023, https://archive.ph/Md1SZ, https://rkdnrt.tatarstan.ru/rukovodstvo.htm. 

147. Source CC0231 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

148. Source CC0230 has been withheld due to protection concerns. 

149. Роман ПОБЕРЕЖНЮК, “Омбудсмен ДНР Дарья Морозова: Я Искренне Верю в Освобождение Из Украинского 
Плена Всех Военнослужащих Читайте На ,” Комсомольская правда, January 9, 2023, https://archive.ph/18UEE, 
https://www.donetsk.kp.ru/daily/27450/4703746/. 

150. Суспільне, “Окупаційна Влада Херсонщини Вивозить Дітей з Інвалідністю На ‘Оздоровлення’ До Криму,” 
Суспільне Новини, October 23, 2022, https://archive.ph/E0ILN, https://suspilne.media/300762-okupacijna-vlada-
hersonsini-vivozit-ditej-z-invalidnistu-na-ozdorovlenna-do-krimu/.

“Дітей з Будинку-Інтернату На Херсонщині Незаконно Вивозять у Психіатричну Лікарню Під Сімферополем,” 
ZMINA, November 7, 2022, https://archive.ph/nzPx8, https://zmina.info/news/ditej-z-budynku-internatu-na-
hersonshhyni-nezakonno-vyvozyat-u-psyhiatrychnu-likarnyu-pid-simferopol/.

151. See for example: 

Source CC0235 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

Source CC0236 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

“Оздоровительный Лагерь Под Геленджиком Принял 300 Детей Из Харьковской Области,” Кубань 24, August 
31, 2022, https://archive.ph/sJlk1, https://kuban24.tv/item/ozdorovitelnyj-lager-pod-gelendzhikom-prinyal-300-detej-iz-
harkovskoj-oblasti.

Source CC0238 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

152. Article 77 of Additional Protocol I. ICRC, “Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 
Relating to the Protection of Victims of International Armed Conflicts (Protocol I), 8 June 1977. Commentary of 1987,” 
accessed February 9, 2023, https://archive.ph/g33tz, https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/api-1977/article-77/
commentary/1987.

153. “Special Protection of Children During Armed Conflicts Under the Geneva Conventions Regime,” ISIL Year Book of 
International Humanitarian and Refugee Law, accessed February 9, 2023, https://archive.ph/K0vJk, http://www.worldlii.
org/int/journals/ISILYBIHRL/2001/2.html.

154. Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict, “The Six Grave Violations 
33

https://archive.ph/SqOyO
https://archive.ph/SqOyO
https://t.me/donbassr/29654
https://archive.ph/299J6
https://ridl.io/russias-regional-debt-spiral/
https://ridl.io/russias-regional-debt-spiral/
https://archive.ph/mvKCc
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache%3AJq7uijDSopcJ%3Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.kamgov.ru%2Fnews%2Fdeti-prozivausie-na-podsefnyh-territoriah-kamcatki-v-dnr-otpravilis-na-ozdorovitelnyj-otdyh-57504&cd=11&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=ee
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache%3AJq7uijDSopcJ%3Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.kamgov.ru%2Fnews%2Fdeti-prozivausie-na-podsefnyh-territoriah-kamcatki-v-dnr-otpravilis-na-ozdorovitelnyj-otdyh-57504&cd=11&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=ee
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache%3AJq7uijDSopcJ%3Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.kamgov.ru%2Fnews%2Fdeti-prozivausie-na-podsefnyh-territoriah-kamcatki-v-dnr-otpravilis-na-ozdorovitelnyj-otdyh-57504&cd=11&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=ee
https://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache%3AJq7uijDSopcJ%3Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.kamgov.ru%2Fnews%2Fdeti-prozivausie-na-podsefnyh-territoriah-kamcatki-v-dnr-otpravilis-na-ozdorovitelnyj-otdyh-57504&cd=11&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=ee
https://archive.ph/FIRGF
https://kamchatkamedia.ru/news/1300612/
https://kamchatkamedia.ru/news/1300612/
http://kamtoday.ru
https://archive.ph/a0H1t
https://kamtoday.ru/news/partners/gumanitarnaya-pomoshch-s-kamchatki-dostavlena-na-donbass/
https://kamtoday.ru/news/partners/gumanitarnaya-pomoshch-s-kamchatki-dostavlena-na-donbass/
https://archive.ph/Md1SZ
https://rkdnrt.tatarstan.ru/rukovodstvo.htm
https://archive.ph/18UEE
https://www.donetsk.kp.ru/daily/27450/4703746/
https://archive.ph/E0ILN
https://suspilne.media/300762-okupacijna-vlada-hersonsini-vivozit-ditej-z-invalidnistu-na-ozdorovlenna-do-krimu/
https://suspilne.media/300762-okupacijna-vlada-hersonsini-vivozit-ditej-z-invalidnistu-na-ozdorovlenna-do-krimu/
https://archive.ph/nzPx8
https://zmina.info/news/ditej-z-budynku-internatu-na-hersonshhyni-nezakonno-vyvozyat-u-psyhiatrychnu-likarnyu-pid-simferopol/
https://zmina.info/news/ditej-z-budynku-internatu-na-hersonshhyni-nezakonno-vyvozyat-u-psyhiatrychnu-likarnyu-pid-simferopol/
https://archive.ph/sJlk1
https://kuban24.tv/item/ozdorovitelnyj-lager-pod-gelendzhikom-prinyal-300-detej-iz-harkovskoj-oblasti
https://kuban24.tv/item/ozdorovitelnyj-lager-pod-gelendzhikom-prinyal-300-detej-iz-harkovskoj-oblasti
https://archive.ph/g33tz
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/api-1977/article-77/commentary/1987
https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/ihl-treaties/api-1977/article-77/commentary/1987
https://archive.ph/K0vJk
http://www.worldlii.org/int/journals/ISILYBIHRL/2001/2.html
http://www.worldlii.org/int/journals/ISILYBIHRL/2001/2.html


Against Children During Armed Conflict: The Legal Foundation,” United Nations, November 2013, https://perma.cc/B5VS-
9HW4, https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/publications/WorkingPaper-1_SixGraveViolationsLegalFoundation.pdf

155. “Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,” UN General Assembly, December 9, 
1948, https://perma.cc/Q3B8-KRM2, https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_
Convention%20on%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%20of%20the%20Crime%20of%20Genocide.pdf

156. “Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court,” OHCHR, accessed February 9, 2023 https://archive.ph/oDD9G, 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/rome-statute-international-criminal-court.

157. Alison Bisset, “Ukraine Symposium – Russia’s Forcible Transfer of Children,” Lieber Institute West Point, December 5, 
2022, https://archive.ph/Z2YK1, https://lieber.westpoint.edu/russias-forcible-transfer-children/.  

158. State Statistics Service of Ukraine, “Number of Present Population of Ukraine, as of January 1,” Kyiv: State Statistics 
Service of Ukraine, 2021, https://perma.cc/5W9A-VLVN, http://database.ukrcensus.gov.ua/PXWEB2007/ukr/publ_
new1/2021/zb_chuselnist%202021.pdf.

159. Kevin Rawlinson, Martin Belam and Helen Sullivan, “UN Refugee Chief: Russia Violating Principles of Child 
Protection in Ukraine,” The Guardian, January 27, 2023, https://archive.ph/qwS6a, https://www.theguardian.com/
world/live/2023/jan/27/russia-ukraine-war-live-zelenskiy-calls-for-further-sanctions-and-more-weapons-after-latest-
strikes?page=with%3Ablock-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff#block-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff. 

160. Source CC0248 has been withheld due to protection concerns.

34

https://perma.cc/B5VS-9HW4
https://perma.cc/B5VS-9HW4
https://childrenandarmedconflict.un.org/publications/WorkingPaper-1_SixGraveViolationsLegalFoundation.pdf 
https://perma.cc/Q3B8-KRM2
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%20on%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%20of%20the%20Crime%20of%20Genocide.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/atrocity-crimes/Doc.1_Convention%20on%20the%20Prevention%20and%20Punishment%20of%20the%20Crime%20of%20Genocide.pdf
https://archive.ph/oDD9G
https://www.ohchr.org/en/instruments-mechanisms/instruments/rome-statute-international-criminal-court
https://archive.ph/Z2YK1
https://lieber.westpoint.edu/russias-forcible-transfer-children/
https://perma.cc/5W9A-VLVN
http://database.ukrcensus.gov.ua/PXWEB2007/ukr/publ_new1/2021/zb_chuselnist%202021.pdf
http://database.ukrcensus.gov.ua/PXWEB2007/ukr/publ_new1/2021/zb_chuselnist%202021.pdf
https://archive.ph/qwS6a
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2023/jan/27/russia-ukraine-war-live-zelenskiy-calls-for-further-sanctions-and-more-weapons-after-latest-strikes?page=with%3Ablock-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff#block-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2023/jan/27/russia-ukraine-war-live-zelenskiy-calls-for-further-sanctions-and-more-weapons-after-latest-strikes?page=with%3Ablock-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff#block-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2023/jan/27/russia-ukraine-war-live-zelenskiy-calls-for-further-sanctions-and-more-weapons-after-latest-strikes?page=with%3Ablock-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff#block-63d3a2068f0828070504d6ff

