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"Double Edged Swords: The Challenge 
of Opioids in Chronic Serious Illnesses"

Smilow Auditorium  •  55 Park Street  • 12:00 Noon  

Moderated by:  Andrew Putnam, MD

Panel Presenters:  John Roberts, MD; Karen Underwood, RN;

Leslie Blatt, APRN; Liora Lew, LCSW 

CAREGIVERS DISCUSS THE 

CHALLENGING EMOTIONAL 

AND SOCIAL ISSUES THAT 

ARISE IN CARING FOR

PATIENTS AND THEIR FAMILIES

WITH THE GOAL OF IMPROVING 

CAREGIVER-PATIENT / FAMILY 

RELATIONSHIPS.

Needs Assessment: Given the rising awareness of the complexity 
of prescribing opioid medications, clinicians face challenging clinical 
situations balancing the desire and obligation to reduce suffering in 
patients facing serious illnesses and the reality of the potential 
dangers of opioid prescribing including dependence and misuse 
disorder, medication diversion and even risk of death from 
respiratory depression. 

Learning Objectives:  Explore one’s own emotional response when 
faced with caring for patient at risk for drug divergent behavior;
Identify patient and family characteristics that trigger concerns about 
opioid misuse disorder; Share common experiences and strategize 
methods for coping with these challenges

There is No Corporate Support for this Activity. 

Accreditation: The Yale School of Medicine is 
accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing 
Medical Education to provide continuing medical 
education for physicians.

CME Credit: The Yale School of Medicine designates 
this live activity for 1 AMA PRA Category 1 
Credit(s)™.  Physicians should only claim the credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation 
in the activity. 

Faculty Disclosures:
Speakers: [None]     Director: [None]

It is the policy of Yale School of Medicine, Continuing 
Medical Education, to ensure balance, independence, 
objectivity and scientific rigor in all its educational 
programs.  All faculty participating as speakers in 
these programs are required to disclose any relevant 
financial relationship(s) they (or spouse or partner) 
have with a commercial interest that benefits the 
individual in any financial amount that has occurred 
within the past 12 months; and the opportunity to 
affect the content of CME about the products or 
services of the commercial interests.  The Center for 
Continuing Medical Education will ensure that any 
conflicts of interest are resolved before the 
educational activity occurs.

This course will fulfill the licensure requirement 
set forth by the State of Connecticut

Schwartz Center Rounds® 
sessions are open to ALL Yale/

YNHH employees, affiliated 
clinicians, trainees, and other 

authorized personnel.

A Yale or YNHH ID is required to 
attend and will be checked.

Target Audience: All Yale and YNHH employees, 
affiliated clinicians, trainees, and other authorized 
personnel.
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