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Team Introductions

Reece Pauling

▪ 1st year, Master of 

Environmental 

Management Student, 

Yale School of the 

Environment

▪ From Washington, D.C.

Sena Wazer

▪ 1st year, Master of 

Environmental 

Management Student, 

Yale School of the 

Environment

▪ From Mansfield, CT

Jennifer Wang

▪ Faculty Supervisor; 

Executive Director of 

the Yale Center on 

Climate Change and 

Health

▪ From Glastonbury, CT





Webinar

Agenda

▪ Introduction to the project

▪ Introduction to the Template for Municipal Extreme Heat 

and Air Quality Response Plan 

▪ Introduction to the website and additional resources

▪ Future considerations

▪ Questions

Weiss, A., Haseman, J., Huang, L., & Zhao, Y. (2024). How does Connecticut’s weather compare to “normal”? check the charts. 





Introduction to the Toolkit

▪ Purpose: 

▪ To serve as a guiding resource for Connecticut local health departments, including but not 

limited to those receiving Pilot Grants for Local Heat and Air Quality Preparedness and 

Response Planning.

▪ To be a living document that will be periodically updated based on feedback gathered from 

its usage. 

▪ Developed based on: ~20 extreme heat and air quality response plans across the 

U.S., including municipalities in California, Maine, Connecticut, and Colorado

▪ Partners:

▪ Connecticut Department of Public Health

▪ Connecticut Climate and Health Equity Coalition

▪ Staff from local health departments in CT

▪ Supported by: Climate-Ready States and Cities Initiative grant from CDC







Template for Municipal 
Extreme Heat and Air 
Quality Response Plan 
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Template 
Scope

▪ Extreme heat

▪ Air quality, with a specific 

focus on ground-level 

ozone and PM2.5

▪ Effects on vulnerable 

populations

▪ Interactions with other 

impacts, such as indoor air 

quality







Why is this important 
right now?

▪ As climate change worsens, 

so does the impact of 

extreme heat in CT

▪ Extreme heat is positively 

correlated with both ground-

level ozone and PM2.5 from 

wildfire smoke

▪ CT already faces high asthma 

rates, among other 

respiratory diseases and 

health disparities





Stakeholder Roles & Responsibilities

Stakeholder Responsibility Example

Federal Government Track weather and 
notify of weather conditions, 

triggering state and local 
action accordingly.

National Weather Service 
(NWS) and State of 

Connecticut

State Governments Deploying social media 
alerts, issuing notices to 
towns throughout the state, 
and contacting state 
agencies.

Division of 
Emergency Management & 
Homeland Security (DEMHS)

Local Governments Serve as the primary initiator 
and coordinator of the 
Response Plan.

Mayor's office

Community Based, Local and 
Non-profit Organizations

Support service provision and 
plan operationalization based 
on local government 
guidance.

Places of worship and Senior 
Centers





Activation Phases 
& Activities

▪ Pre-seasonal

▪ Seasonal

▪ Heat Emergency

▪ Air Quality Event

▪ Post-Event

Example from Heat Emergency activation phase



 Additional Action Oriented Sections

Plan Maintenance

▪ Strategies for the 

local department in 

charge of annual 

review and updates

▪ Suggestions to 

gather stakeholder 

feedback and review 

resources 

Climate Change 

Resilience

▪ Short and long-term 

resilience strategies

▪ Focused on how the 

municipality can 

create a more 

resilient community 

and support residents 

in their resilience

Communication 

Strategies

▪ Recommendations 

for internal / 

stakeholder and 

external public 

communication 

during different 

phases






Website
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Website & 
Additional 
Resources

• Easily accessible 

template

• Additional resources

• Updated as time 

goes on

Access the website now: sph.yale.edu/climate-ct-toolkit





Website Pages

▪ Municipal Template

▪ Infographics + Additional 

Resources

o Key considerations for 

communication and 

infographic tools

▪ Additional Info + Webinar

▪ Contact Info






Future 
Considerations
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Focus Group Feedback

from Local Health Departments

▪ Example responses:

o “It would be helpful for LHDs to have a cadence for when different actions should be 

taken, including pre-scripted messages.”

o “Schools look to public health departments for advice on how to go about activities 

and emergency announcements during extreme heat emergencies.”

Support Actionability Community 

Concerns

Collaborations

Roles and responsibilities 
overlap between 
government sectors, 
especially state and 
federal, and that 
becomes confusing. 
Knowing who does what 
for EHEs would be 
helpful.

Preparedness plans 
should also serve as a 
place with reminders for 
LHDs to know when to 
push out certain 
information.

Information regarding 
how vulnerable 
populations, specifically 
children, unhoused 
people, seniors and 
outdoor workers, can stay 
safe.

There are many people 
with different 
recommendations on 
climate resilience, and it 
is hard to know where to 
allocate or align funding 
most efficiently. A landing 
space for these 
opportunities would be 
helpful.





Opportunities to engage with the Toolkit & 
Climate and Health in Connecticut

o TOOLKIT:

o We welcome your feedback anytime → Email jen.wang@yale.edu 

o Periodic updates → Check https://sph.yale.edu/climate-ct-toolkit 

o CLIMATE & HEALTH IN CONNECTICUT: 

o Save the date for the 2nd Annual Connecticut Symposium on Climate Change and 

Health → March 25, 2025, 9am-1pm @ Southern Connecticut State University

o Join us at quarterly Climate and Health Equity Coalition meetings → next meeting 

on January 15, 2025, 10:30am-12pm (virtual) 

https://portal.ct.gov/dph/climate-and-health/climate-and-health-equity-

coalition 

mailto:jen.wang@yale.edu
https://sph.yale.edu/climate-ct-toolkit
https://portal.ct.gov/dph/climate-and-health/climate-and-health-equity-coalition
https://portal.ct.gov/dph/climate-and-health/climate-and-health-equity-coalition
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Q & A

12.06.2024

For further questions, contact us at: Jen.Wang@yale.edu 

Bookmark the toolkit site: https://sph.yale.edu/climate-ct-toolkit

THANKS FOR YOUR INTEREST IN CLIMATE + HEALTH RESILIENCE!

mailto:Jen.Wang@yale.edu
https://sph.yale.edu/climate-ct-toolkit
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