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“Toms, coons, mammies, and burgers: Why
do racist restaurants matter for

public health?”

Biography: Naa Oyo A. Kwate, Ph.D. is Associate Professor at Rutgers,
The State University of New Jersey,jointly appointed in the Department of
Africana Studies and the Department of Human Ecology. A psychologist
by training, she is an interdisciplinary social scientist with wide ranging
interests in racial inequality and African American health. Her research has
centered primarily on the ways in which urban built environments reflect

and create racial inequalities in the United States, and how racism directly
and indirectly affects African American health. Much of her work has been
in New York City, where she has studied topics including the
disproportionate density of fast food in Black neighborhoods, the
prevalence and effects of outdoor alcohol advertising, and experiences with
racism and mental and physical health. Kwate's research has been funded
by grants from the National Institutes of Health and the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation, and by fellowships from the Smithsonian Institution,

the Black Metropolis Research Consortium, and the Institute for Advanced
Studies at Aix-Marseille Université, France. She is the author of the recent
short work, Burgers in Blackface: Anti-Black Restaurants Then and Now,
published by the University of Minnesota Press.

Friday, March 6, 2020 - 12:00-1:00 PM, LEPH 101

1°Yr SBS Students Mandatory
2" Yr SBS Students Welcome

Lunch provided



