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“Insect Vector Surveillance:  this summer’s  case study in 

Bhutan (or phlebotomine sand flies and visceral 
leishmaniasis)” 

 
In Central and South America, the vector of visceral leishmaniasis and other 
phlebotomine vectors of cutaneous leishmaniasis have adapted to human 
encroachments and are “re-emerging” as significant problems of human health.  
Recently, new human cases have been discovered in remote Bhutan. A variety of 
surveillance methods were explored attempting to understand the underlying 
epidemiology in this Himalayan region. 

 


