
 
Basil Abdalla  
(Preliminary-Neurology) 
University of Virginia School of 
Medicine 

 

Name: Basil Abdalla 
Birthplace: Singa, Sudan 
Hobbies: watching the NBA, sci/fi movies and shows, playing guitar, 
keeping up with/discussing current events 
Favorite foods: Pizza, lamb, and a variety of Sudanese dishes.  
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: catching up on 
the latest tv show or catching up with friends over dinner.  
Your #1 goal for internship: Gaining a solid foundation and comfort in 
internal medicine that will carry me throughout my career as a 
neurologist. 

 
Stephanie Allen (Categorical) 
Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine 

Name: Stephanie A. Allen 
Birthplace: Kailua, Hawaii 
Hobbies: rock climbing, hiking, running, live music, learning interesting 
new skills 
Favorite foods: Mediterranean and Indian food, strawberries, ice cream 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: I'd wake up 
without an alarm, have a coffee, go on a long run or hike, get a late brunch 
with friends, and finish off reading a book or watching a movie 
Your #1 goal for internship: to become the best doctor for my patients 
that I can be and hopefully make some friends along the way 

 
Michael Arcieri (Categorical) 
University of Pittsburgh School of 
Medicine 

Name: Michael Arcieri 
Birthplace: York, PA 
Hobbies: Rock climbing, Distance running, Biking, Hiking, Karaoke, Game 
nights (especially w/ Codenames!)  
Favorite foods: Gnocchi w/ vodka sauce 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Getting outside! 
Your #1 goal for internship: Make great friends 

 
Soumya Banna (Categorical) 
Saint Louis University School of 
Medicine 

Name: Soumya Banna 
Birthplace: Srikakulam, India 
Hobbies: Tennis, indoor cycling, hiking, painting, exploring new 
cities/restaurants/breweries  
Favorite foods: Mango sticky rice  
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Getting brunch 
with friends after a lovely morning hike  
Your #1 goal for internship: To learn something new every day!  

  



 

 
Ryan Bitar (Preliminary-IR) 
University of Texas School of 
Medicine at San Antonio 

Name: Ryan Bitar 
Birthplace: Memphis, TN  
Hobbies: Music, Cooking, Gym 
Favorite foods: Sushi, Tacos, Chicken 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Practicing 
saxophone or exploring the town! 
Your #1 goal for internship: Learn all that I can and build a strong 
competence as a provider all while having some fun along the way. 

 
Deanna Blansky (Categorical) 
Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine 

Name: Deanna Blansky 
Birthplace: Englewood, NJ 
Hobbies: Scrabble, baking, pilates, playing piano and traveling  
Favorite foods: Spanakopita, oatmeal chocolate chip scones 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: On my day off, 
I'm usually found going for a walk around the neighborhood or local park 
in the morning and then baking with friends in the afternoon. 
Your #1 goal for internship: To learn as much as I can from my peers, 
patients, and the Yale community to become a competent and caring 
physician. 

 
Greg Breuer (PST) 
Yale School of Medicine 

Name: Greg Breuer 
Birthplace: Hartford, CT 
Hobbies: Photography, Hobby Electronics, Woodworking 
Favorite foods: Ice cream 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Working on 
projects around the house or hiking 
Your #1 goal for internship: Getting comfortable with increased autonomy 
while maintaining my medical and scientific curiosity 

 
George Chen (Categorical) 
Stony Brook University School of 
Medicine 

Name: George Chen 
Birthplace: New York, NY 
Hobbies: Swimming, running, board/card games 
Favorite foods: Cookie dough ice cream, chocolate chip banana bread 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: 
Cooking/exploring new restaurants with my fiancée 
Your #1 goal for internship: To learn from my mentors, co-residents, and 
patients as much as I can every day while exploring my future career 
interests in internal medicine. 



 
Ben Chipkin (Categorical) 
Sidney Kimmel Medical College at 
Thomas Jefferson University 

Name: Benjamin "Ben" Chipkin 
Birthplace: Poughkeepsie, New York 
Hobbies: Cooking, baking, running, weightlifting, Peloton-ing, listening to 
podcasts, reading, photography 
Favorite foods: Falafel, smoothies, pasta, peanut butter, ramen 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Starting the day 
with a workout, petting as many dogs as possible, getting outside, trying a 
new coffee shop, and cooking a fun meal with my co-intern/significant 
other, Mary White! 
Your #1 goal for internship: I hope to build trusting relationships with my 
patients and teams while maintaining my passions both inside and outside 
of medicine 

 
Duong (Izzy) Chu  
(Preliminary-Neurology) 
Queen's University Faculty of 
Health Sciences 

Name: Duong "Izzy" Chu 
Birthplace: Hanoi, Vietnam 
Hobbies: baking, cooking, reading, knitting, building Ikea furniture, and 
completing my mother's gardening carpentry requests. 
Favorite foods: Vietnamese, Japanese, and Korean cuisine 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Planning and 
executing elaborate recipes and going on long walks! 
Your #1 goal for internship: To become a well-rounded internist with a 
solid foundation to build on during my Advanced Neurology years. 

 
Simon Correa Gaviria (Categorical) 
Universidad de Antioquia 

Name: Simon Correa Gaviria 
Birthplace: Medellin, Colombia 
Hobbies: Road cycling, swimming, triathlon, bikepacking, hiking, salsa 
dancing. 
Favorite foods: bandeja costeña (fried whole fish -red snapper ideally-, 
coconut rice and tostones with garlic mojo). Tres leches for dessert! 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: You will find me 
in a backroad on my road bike searching for the next pond to swim in! 
Your #1 goal for internship: setting the foundations to be the best 
internist I can be! 

 
Joao Paulo Da Costa Goncalves 
(Preliminary-Neurology) 
Universidade Federal do Rio de 
Janeiro 

Name: Joao Paulo Da Costa Goncalves 
Birthplace: Rio de Janeiro, RJ - Brazil 
Hobbies: I sang as a tenor in a choir for many years. I also enjoy running, 
hiking, and learning new languages. 
Favorite foods: Shrimp, lobster, fish, crab (anything seafood),  and 
Brazilian black beans with rice. 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Spending time in 
nature with a friend. In Rio, this means the beach, but I enjoy adapting. If it 
is raining, you'll find me playing board games or watching a good movie. I 
am also excited to visit NYC and watch Broadway musicals when the 
pandemic is over.  
Your #1 goal for internship: It will be my first year living long-term outside 
of Brazil! I am very excited about fully experiencing a new culture, the US 
healthcare system, and making new friends. I also want to work hard and 
be very well trained in IM before I focus on neurology. I want to become a 
specialist who can interact seamlessly with other specialties and care for 
my patients as a whole. 



 
Christine Doherty (Categorical) 
Case Western Reserve University 
School of Medicine 

Name: Christine Doherty 
Birthplace: Duxbury, Massachusetts 
Hobbies: Hiking, Yoga, Cooking and Reading 
Favorite foods: Potatoes (in any form)  
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Attempting to 
organize my apartment, going for a walk outside, and cooking while 
listening (and singing along poorly) to music.  
Your #1 goal for internship: I would like to feel confident in treating both 
common and unusual medical problems, always remember to include and 
maybe teach the medical students something, and make some new 
friends. 

 
Katherine (Kate) Feder 
(Categorical) 
University of Michigan Medical 
School 

Name: Kate Feder  
Birthplace: New York City 
Hobbies: running, road biking, hiking, baking (especially pretzels and 
sourdough bread) 
Favorite foods: sushi 
What your most likely to be found doing on your day off: exploring the 
outdoors (usually via some form of exercise) and making dinner with 
friends  
Your #1 goal for internship: staying curious 

 
Michael Fliotsos  
(Preliminary-Ophthalmology) 
Johns Hopkins University 

Name: Michael J. Fliotsos 
Birthplace: Fort Wayne, IN 
Hobbies: Baking, Exercise, Bargain Hunting & Couponing 
Favorite foods: Tabbouleh, Sourdough Bread, Rotisserie Chicken, Dark 
Chocolate Chunk Cookies 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Finding a nature 
walk or hike outside! 
Your #1 goal for internship: To maintain and nurture my passions both 
within and outside of medicine. 

 
Celia Fung  
(Preliminary-Neurology) 
University of Rochester School of 
Medicine and Dentistry 

Name: Celia Fung 
Birthplace: Sanford, ME 
Hobbies: Bouldering, Stand-up comedy, Poetry, Petting animals 
Favorite foods: Literally anything from KFC 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Bothering my 
cats and begging for their attention 
Your #1 goal for internship: To learn as much medicine as I can before 
getting shipped off to Neurology! 



 
Sanjana (Sanju) Garimella 
(Categorical) 
University of Colorado School of 
Medicine 

Name: Sanju Garimella  
Birthplace: Aurora, Colorado 
Hobbies: Hiking, geocaching, white water rafting, baking every type of 
cookie, painting, and going to concerts  
Favorite foods: Any combination of bread and cheese- pizza, quesadillas, 
fondue, you name it! 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Start my day 
trying to make the perfect latte, spend time by the closest body of water, 
explore local eateries, and hang out with family/friends while playing 
board games and watching all the Rom-Coms 
Your #1 goal for internship: Strengthen my clinical skillset while better 
understanding the community I’m serving in order to become a more 
competent physician and advocate. 

 
Ronald Gathagan (Preliminary-IR) 
Sidney Kimmel Medical College at 
Thomas 

Name: Ron Gathagan 
Birthplace: Windber, PA 
Hobbies: Watching hockey (Go Penguins!), snowboarding, collecting 
records 
Favorite foods: Kielbasa and pierogies 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Catching up with 
friends at a beer garden 
Your #1 goal for internship: Developing a comprehensive differential 
diagnosis and management plan for my patients 

 
Megan (Meg) Grammatico 
(Categorical) 
University of Connecticut School 
of Medicine 

Name: Megan Grammatico 
Birthplace: New Haven, CT (at St. Raphael's!) 
Hobbies: hiking, cooking  
Favorite foods: tomato & fresh mozzarella with balsamic vinegar  
Most likely to do on a day off: brunch + hiking in one of the CT state parks 
Your #1 goal for internship: Learn to take excellent care of my patients & 
explore the different subspecialities of internal medicine 

 
Marwin Groener (PST) 
Friedrich-Alexander-Universitaet 
Erlangen-Nuernberg 

Name: Marwin Groener 
Birthplace: Noerdlingen - Germany 
Hobbies: Basketball, chess, film photography 
Favorite foods: Pizza, Sushi, Orange Chicken 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Working out and 
spending time with friends 
Your #1 goal for internship: Integrate well into the Yale family 



 
Christopher Gromisch 
(Categorical) 
Boston University School of 
Medicine 

Name: Chris Gromisch 
Birthplace: Stamford, CT 
Hobbies: Muay Thai, Krav Maga, Guitar, Running, Hiking, Cooking 
Favorite foods: Sushi, churrasco, frutti di mare  
What your most likely to be found doing on a day off: Working out, then 
playing music and spending time with my wife 
Your #1 goal for internship: Excel at handling larger patient lists 

 
Nicholas (Nick) Haberli 
(Preliminary-Neurology) 
University of Connecticut School 
of Medicine 

Name: Nick Haberli 
Birthplace: Hartford, CT. Hometown: Cheshire, CT 
Hobbies: Watching the Bachelor(ette), singing aggressively off-key to 
Michael Buble, Dungeons and Dragons, and TikTok 
Favorite foods: Elote! 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Browsing TikTok, 
catching up on the news, mooching off of my brother's Netflix, and 
watching Diners, Drive-ins, and Dives 
Your #1 goal for internship: Learning as much as I can while keeping 
existential crises to a minimum 

 
Ailish Hanly  
(Preliminary-Dermatology) 
University of Massachusetts 
Medical School 

Name: Ailish Hanly 
Birthplace: Westford, MA 
Hobbies: I do the NYTimes crossword puzzle every day (I’ve solved over 
1500 puzzles in their mobile app!). I am also learning how to golf, although 
I won’t embarrass myself by disclosing my handicap. I enjoy cooking in my 
Instant Pot and would love to trade recipes with any fellow Instant Pot-
lovers! 
Favorite foods: Greek food is my favorite type of food, but I also love 
sushi, pizza, and of course - being from New England - lobster. 
Where you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Trying new 
restaurants with my fiancé Kurt (who is an incoming PGY-1 general surgery 
resident at Yale!), on the golf course, or visiting my friends and family, 
including my adorable niece and nephews. 
Your #1 goal for internship: To strengthen my ability to manage complex 
medical patients and to further develop the skills that will be make me a 
successful resident and dermatologist, while building strong relationships 
with all of the wonderful residents, faculty, and staff in the Yale 
Department of Medicine! 

  



 
John Hufnagle (Preliminary-IR) 
Creighton University School of 
Medicine 

Name: John Hufnagle 
Birthplace: Medfield, Massachusetts (my family lives on Cape Cod now) 
Hobbies: Swimming, boating, being by the ocean, reading about history, 
philosophy, and current affairs Probably on/near the water, but I'm also a 
big fan of the Peabody Museum (my mother is from East Haven) 
Favorite foods: Seafood (bluefish, striped bass, lobster); Italian (Pepe's > 
Sally's); Ice cream 
Your #1 goal for internship: Have a basic but firm knowledge of managing 
the types of acutely-ill patients that interventional radiologists are most 
likely to care for. And I am also interested in starting a research/education 
project based on POCUS, especially in preparing patients for a vascular 
access procedure. 

 
Ritujith (Ritu) Jayakrishnan 
(Categorical) 
Florida International University 
Herbert Wertheim College of 
Medicine 

Name: Ritujith (Ritu) Jayakrishnan 
Birthplace: Coimbatore, India 
Hobbies: Blitz Chess, Tennis  
Favorite foods: Thai Food, Anything with chocolate in it 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Watching chess 
videos, trying new food places with my fiance, or biking to the beach 
Your #1 goal for internship: To learn one new thing everyday and to be 
the best physician I can be for my patients 

 
Matthew (Matt) Jiang 
(Categorical) 
Geisel School of Medicine at 
Dartmouth 

Name: Matthew Jiang 
Birthplace: Syracuse, NY 
Hobbies: Basketball, classical music 
Favorite foods: Noodles (all varieties), sushi 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Walking up East 
Rock 
Your #1 goal for internship: Make an interesting diagnosis without 
consulting UpToDate 

 
Julia Joseph (Categorical) 
Case Western Reserve University 
School of Medicine 

Name: Julia Joseph 
Birthplace: Mount Vernon, NY 
Hobbies: Enjoying the outdoors, reading interesting narrative journalism 
pieces, discovering musical gems on Spotify, going on road trips, 
appreciating day-to-day hilarious moments  
Favorite foods: Dark Chocolate, New York-style pizza, French fries, all 
things savory! 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Catching up on 
sleep/groceries/laundry, and if energized enough, reconnecting with my 
favorite people 
Your #1 goal for internship: Learning how to be a great intern without 
jeopardizing self-care 



 
Dan Kats (Categorical) 
Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson 
Medical School-Piscataway 

Name: Daniel Kats 
Birthplace: Englewood, NJ 
Hobbies: Golf, Tennis, Running 
Favorite foods: Lobster, Steak 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Golfing 
Your #1 goal for internship: Learn to manage increased patient care 
responsibilities while maintaining a healthy work-life balance. 

 
Arshjot (Arsh) Khokhar 
(Categorical) 
Pennsylvania State University 
College of Medicine 

Name: Arshjot (Arsh) Khokhar 
Birthplace: Los Angeles 
Hobbies: Field Hockey, Basketball, Running, Cooking  
Favorite foods: Italian Food but really any food  
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Failing to 
improve my golf swing.  
Your #1 goal for internship: To learn something new every day and to 
remember to be grateful for the opportunity. 

 
Clare Lambert  
(Preliminary-Neurology) 
Royal College of Surgeons in 
Ireland 

Name: Clare McGarvey Lambert  
Birthplace: Calgary, Alberta 
Hobbies: All outdoor activities (hiking, biking, skiing, rock climbing) 
Favorite foods: Charcuterie boards 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Road biking or 
watching Netflix documentaries  
Your #1 goal for internship: To be like a sponge! I want to absorb every 
piece of information around me and learn as much as I can! 

 
Etienne Leveille (PST) 
McGill University Faculty of 
Medicine and Health Sciences 

Name: Etienne Leveille 
Birthplace: Quebec City, Quebec, Canada 
Hobbies: caring for my two cats and two dogs, basketball, weightlifting 
Favorite foods: sushi 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: going to the park 
to walk my dogs and play basketball 
Your #1 goal for internship: becoming the best I can be to deliver high-
quality, evidence-based, patient-centered care to every patient 



 
Allison Li (Categorical) 
University of Rochester School of 
Medicine and Dentistry 

Name: Allison Li 
Birthplace: Jinan, China 
Hobbies: Movies, exploring restaurants, and recently learning brush 
lettering 
Favorite foods: Sushi, pizza, noodle soups 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Spending time 
with friends and family - enjoying good food with great company and 
relaxing with a movie or podcast! 
Your #1 goal for internship: I hope to become a proficient learner and a 
patient-centered communicator. 

 
Michelle Liu (Categorical) 
University of Rochester School of 
Medicine and Dentistry 

Name: Michelle Liu 
Birthplace: New Haven, CT 
Hobbies: baking, trying new restaurants, camping 
Favorite foods: cinnamon rolls! 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: trying a new 
recipe or restaurant, or visiting a local park 
Your #1 goal for internship: I hope to get to know the community at Yale 
and in New Haven and be a supportive team member 

 
Kenia Lucey  
(Preliminary-Neurology) 
University of Arizona College of 
Medicine Tucson 

Name: Kenia Lucey 
Birthplace: Tucson, Arizona 
Hobbies: Hiking with my pup, road-tripping, jigsaw puzzles, board/video 
games 
Favorite foods: Any Peruvian cuisine, pad thai, sushi 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Tackling my to-do 
list, finding a nearby outdoor adventure for my pup 
Your #1 goal for internship: Learning as much as I can about medicine and 
the community Yale Medicine is serving 

 
Ryan MacLeod (PST)  
University of Arkansas College of 
Medicine  

Name: Ryan MacLeod 
Birthplace: Little Rock, AR 
Hobbies: Soccer, Cooking, Playing with our 3 dogs 
Favorite foods: Pizza, Enchiladas, Coffee 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Listening to 
podcasts 
Your #1 goal for internship: Learning excellent patient care while making 
lots of new friends! 



 
Shiwani Mahajan (Categorical) 
Government Medical College 
Chandigarh 

Name: Shiwani Mahajan 
Birthplace: Chandigarh, India 
Hobbies: Trying different things to cook, taking long walks around the city, 
trying new restaurants, and hanging out with friends. 
Favorite foods: Pizza – yes, I love New Haven pizza! Also, I love desserts 
and my favorite is tiramisu! 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: You would find 
me sleeping-in a little more than usual – the extra hour or two does 
wonders for my mood! I usually follow it up with some good food for the 
soul and long video calls to catch up with family and friends back home. 
And finally, end my day with a fun evening with friends! 
Your #1 goal for internship: To get to know my co-interns and colleagues 
and learn how to take the best care of my patients! 

 
Luis More Verde (Categorical) 
Universidad San Martin de Porres 

Name: Luis Alberto More 
Birthplace: Lima, Peru 
Hobbies: I love playing the drums and playing soccer. I just started my 
vinyl record collection, and I have 46 records so far! (my favorite: the 
White Album - The Beatles) 
Favorite foods: Ceviche Peruano (raw fish cooked with lemon and salt, 
100% recommended!) 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Studying jazz 
percussion or jamming with friends! 
Your #1 goal for internship: Build a strong relationship with my co-interns! 
Camaraderie! 

 
Wafa Nabi (Categorical) 
Case Western Reserve University 
School of Medicine 

Name: Wafa Nabi 
Birthplace: Amman, Jordan 
Hobbies: Tennis, indoor cycling, painting, cooking 
Favorite foods: Ice cream, Middle Eastern food, lasagna, anything my 
mom makes! 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Sleeping in, 
working out, cooking, and catching up on reading and TV! 
Your #1 goal for internship: Experiencing internship for all it has to offer 
and learning from everything and everyone. 

 
Neeharika Namineni (Categorical) 
University of California San Diego 
School of Medicine 

Name: Neeharika Namineni, and I also go by Neeha! 
Birthplace: Iowa, but California raised! 
Hobbies: Yoga, painting, creative writing, and baking 
Favorite foods: South Indian dosas, chaat, noodles, poke bowls, tacos, 
Ferrero Rocher 
What you're most likely to be found doing on a day off: Hiking to a 
beautiful view, brunch, reading a good book at the beach, afternoon yoga, 
and an evening playing board games and watching Netflix with family and 
friends 
#1 goal for internship: To learn as much as I can from everyone around 
me! 



 
Ilias Nikolakopoulos (Categorical) 
University of Athens 

Name: Ilias Nikolakopoulos 
Birthplace: Born in Athens Greece, raised in Pylos, Greece (next to 
Kalamata-for the olive aficionados). 
Hobbies: Cycling, cooking, hiking, playing music, reading non-fiction books. 
Favorite foods: Any food is great if enjoyed with good company. Spaghetti 
bolognese is great even when I eat alone. 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Exploring a new 
neighborhood/park/corner of the city. 
Your #1 goal for internship: To absorb and organize as much knowledge as 
I can and to meet everyone in the program and hear their story! 

 
Brittany Perzia  
(Preliminary-Ophthalmology) 
Stony Brook University School of 
Medicine 

Name: Brittany Perzia  
Birthplace: Batavia, NY 
Hobbies: fishing, running, hairstyling, baking cookies   
Favorite foods: Lasagna  
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Sitting in the sun 
somewhere   
Your #1 goal for internship: Gain confidence in my exam skills and clinical 
decision making 

 
Danielle Reynolds 
(Preliminary-Neurology) 
Oakland University William 
Beaumont School of Medicine 

Name: Danielle Reynolds 
Birthplace: Burlington, MA 
Hobbies: Cooking, reading, weightlifting, and exploring new places 
Favorite foods: Sushi and Italian food 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Enjoying a drink 
on a sunny patio with friends in the summer or curled up with my cats and 
a book in the winter 
Your #1 goal for internship: Gain a strong foundation in internal medicine 
to take with me in my neurology training and make some great friends 
along the way! 

 
Joshua Rusheen (Categorical) 
University of California Los 
Angeles David Geffen School of 
Medicine 

Name: Joshua Rusheen 
Birthplace: Los Angeles, California 
Hobbies: Hiking, kayaking, camping, baseball fan 
Favorite foods: Black beans and rice, pizza, and anything that has avocado 
in it 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Start off the day 
with a hike, then get some food and beer at a local brewery, and end the 
day either watching a movie or a baseball/basketball/football game. 
Your #1 goal for internship: To start becoming the caring physician you 
would want your family member to have. 



 
Andrew Sanchez (Categorical) 
Columbia University College of 
Physicians and Surgeons 

Name: Andrew Sanchez 
Birthplace: New Port Richey, FL 
Hobbies: Distance running & PC Gaming 
Favorite foods: Ramen, Southern, & Pub 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: In the AM, 
scrolling #MedTwitter with espresso. In the PM, going on a run, followed 
by swinging by a brewery for a night out vs. joining friends in Guild Wars 2 
& League of Legends for a night in! 
Your #1 goal for internship: My #1 goal for internship is to become close 
with our nurses & the interdisciplinary staff! 

 
Jody Sharninghausen (Categorical) 
University of Washington School 
of Medicine 

Name: Jody Sharninghausen 
Birthplace: Bellingham, WA 
Hobbies: Playing the piano, drawing and painting, hiking and ocean/lake 
swimming  
Favorite foods: Mochi ice cream (green tea flavor); marinated artichoke 
hearts 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off:  Sleeping or going 
on a walk 
Your #1 goal for internship: Develop efficiency in the administrative tasks 
of patient care to make time for critical thinking and building meaningful 
relationships with patients, colleagues, medical students, and mentors 

 
William Signorile 
(Preliminary-Neurology) 
Stony Brook University School of 
Medicine 

Name: William Joseph Signorile 
Birthplace: New Hyde Park, NY 
Hobbies: I'm a huge fan of trivia nights at local bars, and I love putting a 
solid trivia team together. I'm particularly good at questions about movies 
and current events. More recently, I've gotten into hiking. My friends and I 
have been to places like Lake Placid, Bear Mountain, and are hopeful to 
one day hike Mount Washington. I also love playing intramural sports like 
spike ball, basketball, and ultimate frisbee. 
Favorite foods: I always appreciate good Italian foods: pasta, pizza, 
antipasto. But I also have a huge craving for Indian dishes like butter 
chicken and samosas.   
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: I'm likely doing 
laundry while also catching up on how my favorite NY sports teams (NY 
Knicks and NY Giants for life) are doing.  
Your #1 goal for internship: My primary goal is to become as comfortable 
and knowledgeable with the practice internal medicine as I possibly can. 
It's one thing to read about and learn something fascinating in medicine, 
but it's a different thing entirely seeing it in practice and caring for real 
patients. I want to learn to do both to the best of my abilities so I can truly 
help those in need. 

  



 
Matheus Simonato dos Santos 
(Categorical) 
Escola Paulista de Medicina 

Name: Matheus Simonato dos Santos 
Birthplace: São Paulo, Brazil 
Hobbies: Cooking with my wife, playing tennis (poorly) 
Favorite foods: Sushi, pizza, Brazilian 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Hanging out with 
my wife, family, and friends 
Your #1 goal for internship: Becoming the best clinician I can be and 
enjoying the ride while at it 

 
Maxwell (Mac) Singer 
(Preliminary-Ophthalmology) 
Keck School of Medicine of the 
University of Southern California 

Name: Mac Singer 
Birthplace: New York, NY 
Hobbies: Running, playing guitar, reading 
Favorite food: Sushi 
What you're most likely to be found doing on a day off: Going for a trail 
run! 
Your #1 goal for internship: Master all the foundational skills in medicine I 
need in order to be a great ophthalmologist while providing the best care 
possible for my patients 

 
Ranuka (Ranu) Sinniah 
(Categorical) 
Michigan State University College 
of Human Medicine 

Name: Ranuka (Ranu) Sinniah 
Birthplace: Grand Rapids 
Hobbies: grilling and sautéing, hiking and water sports, medical 
illustration. 
Favorite Food: Lomo Saltado or Suspira de limena  
Day Off: Live Music!  
Number One Goal: Publish something in journal of bronchology and 
interventional pulmonology. 

 
Reonna Smith (Categorical) 
Meharry Medical College 

Name: Reonna N. Smith 
Birthplace: Hampton, Virginia 
Hobbies: Reading romance novels, watching video gamers play games on 
youtube, collecting tickets from events (movie theaters, sports games, 
festivals, etc.), and going to car shows 
Favorite Foods: pork or beef ribs, sweet potatoes, dad's meat lasagna, 
donuts, pizza 
What you're most likely to be found doing on a day off: walking trails, 
napping 
Your #1 goal for internship: learning to manage patients competently, 
confidently, and efficiently 



 
Saeed Soleymanjahi (PST) 
Tehran University of Medical 
Sciences 

Name: Saeed Soleymanjahi  
Birthplace: Marand, Iran  
Hobbies: 2D and 3D graphic design, playing and watching volleyball and 
soccer, bowling, watching a movie, hiking  
Favorite foods: Kabab, sushi, pizza, Mediterranean food, grill, seafood, 
taco   
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: starting with a 
great breakfast (e.g. fresh traditional Turkich Chu-Cha with special Lighvan 
cheese and walnut, going for a short walk, and planning to do something 
fun with friends (e.g. playing video games) 
Your #1 goal for internship: building up a solid clinical foundation and 
honing compassionate, holistic, and humanistic clinical skills.  

 
Casey Stein (Categorical) 
Geisel School of Medicine at 
Dartmouth 

Name: Casey Stein 
Birthplace: Saratoga Springs, New York 
Hobbies: Outdoor activities (except for skating), reading, listening to 
podcasts (past episodes of Car Talk are a current favorite), relearning how 
to play the piano 
Favorite foods: My mom's chocolate cake and strawberry rhubarb pie, 
Flour Bakery's Greek salad, bread and cheese 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Walking or hiking 
outside, talking to family and friends, watching The Great British Baking 
Show, lots of eating with variable amounts of cooking 
Your #1 goal for internship: Becoming more adept at balancing risks and 
benefits in the face of uncertainty 

 
Chang Su (Categorical) 
Yale School of Medicine 

Name: Chang Su 
Birthplace: Xi'an, Shaanxi, China 
Hobbies: drawing/painting, travelling, watching musicals/plays 
Favorite foods: hotpot, Liang Pi, Mt. Qi hand-ripped noodles in soup, lamb 
meat Chuan, Pao Mo  
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: visiting museums, 
hiking, having sweets  
Your #1 goal for internship: Take excellent care of my patients while 
staying physically, mentally, and emotionally healthy 

  



 
Jeremy Tchack (Categorical) 
Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson 
Medical School-Piscataway 

Name: Jeremy Tchack 
Birthplace: Hackensack, NJ  
Hobbies: (In no particular order) 
-Avid baseball, football, and basketball fan (go Yankees/Giants/Knicks!) + 
fantasy football player 
-New York Times crossword puzzler 
-Being a plant dad (I have 10 children and I love them all equally!) 
-Cooking 
-Fitness (HIIT, weight training, pickup sports games) 
-News podcasts and political volunteering 
-Spending time with friends and family :) 
-Going to Target to smell candles (Pre-Covid) 
-Probably way too much TV! 
Favorite foods: Chicken Parm; Mac & Cheese; Ben & Jerry’s Mint 
Chocolate Cookie Ice Cream (deadly!); -Oreos (I blink and the sleeve is 
gone!) 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Put in my laundry 
that I didn’t do while working! Begin the day with coffee and the daily 
crossword; Switch laundry to the dryer; Something active (workout, pickup 
sports game, or a nature walk or short hike with friends); Late lunch at 
Shake Shack (Double smokeshack and fries!); Fold laundry; Meet some 
friends for happy hour, then either cook dinner together or grab a bite; 
Have friends over for movie, board games, or home karaoke (a fun covid 
purchase!); Go to sleep in freshly laundered sheets 
Your #1 goal for internship: Become competent at handling complex cases 
while being the best teammate I can be. 

 
Ashley (Katherine) Teague 
(Preliminary-Neurology) 
Medical University of South 
Carolina College of Medicine 

Name: Katherine Teague 
Birthplace: Charleston, SC 
Hobbies: Yoga, running, baking, woodworking, gardening 
Favorite foods: Anything with spice, lately that has been Thai food but I 
will go for anything with a little heat to it.  
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Recently, I have 
been spending any day off in my garden. Days off are great for planting. 
Your #1 goal for internship: My number one goal has to be establishing a 
strong foundation in the practice of medicine before I go on to neurology 
training.  I want to learn as much as I can about patient care as well as 
learning about any socioeconomic, cultural, and structural differences in 
approaching the patient population in Connecticut. 

 
Phyllis Thangaraj (PST) 
Columbia University College of 
Physicians and Surgeons 

Name: Phyllis Thangaraj 
Birthplace: New York, NY (Hometown: Leonardo, NJ) 
Hobbies: Singing, playing tennis, running, making ice cream, hiking in 
national parks 
Favorite food: Strawberry cinnamon buns from my favorite bakery 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Walking to East 
Rock! 
Your #1 goal for internship:  Learning as much as I can with my awesome 
colleagues. 



 
Evangelia (Evi) Vemmou 
(Categorical) 
University of Athens 

Name: Evangelia (Evi) Vemmou 
Birthplace: Athens, Greece 
Hobbies: reading, running or cycling, photography, cooking 
Favorite foods: red mullet, sourdough bread 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: catching up with 
family and friends, cooking, sleeping 
Your #1 goal for internship: learn and make friends 

 
Sarah Wall  
(Preliminary-Ophthalmology) 
University of Miami Leonard M 
Miller School of Medicine 

Name: Sarah Wall  
Birthplace: Clearwater, Florida 
Hobbies: wakeboarding, rowing, obstacle course races, playing the piano, 
and teaching tricks to my guinea pig Herman.   
Favorite foods: ceviche and cotton candy. 
What I'm most likely to be found doing on a day off: running along the 
water with my partner Phil.  
#1 goal for internship: support my co-residents to the best of my ability, 
medicine is a team sport and I can't imagine a better team to play for than 
Yale! 

 
Arjun Watane  
(Preliminary-Ophthalmology) 
University of Miami Leonard M 
Miller School of Medicine 

Name: Arjun Watane 
Birthplace: Miami, FL 
Hobbies: tennis, basketball, golf, snowboarding, piano, working out, 
drinking coffee, reading 
Favorite foods: Chipotle, burritos, enchiladas 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: playing the 
aforementioned sports or exploring restaurants and coffee shops 
Your #1 goal for internship: Acquire a breadth of general internal 
medicine knowledge, as well as expertise in managing patients with 
internal medical problems. 

 
Mary White (Categorical) 
Sidney Kimmel Medical College at 
Thomas Jefferson University 

Name: Mary White 
Birthplace: Chadds Ford, Pennsylvania  
Hobbies: Running, Peloton-ing, listening to audiobooks/reading, keeping 
up with the Bachelor/Bachelorette  
Favorite foods: Thai food, sushi, avocados, and ice cream (anything 
sweet!) 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Running or doing 
a Peloton ride, finding a new bakery to try, getting outside in some way, 
and finishing the day with a new restaurant or cooking with my co-
intern/significant other, Ben Chipkin! 
Your #1 goal for internship: To safely and confidently make decisions with 
my patients for their care while making them feel welcomed and heard in 
the hospital. 



 
Marley Windham-Herman 
(Preliminary-IR) 
Yale School of Medicine 

Name: Marley Windham-Herman  
Birthplace: Long Beach, CA 
Hobbies: Art, chess, snowboarding 
Favorite foods: veggie sandwich   
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Flying to a warm 
part of the world 
Your #1 goal for internship: Make a difference in someone’s life 

 
Johnathan Yao (Categorical) 
Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson 
Medical School-Piscataway 

Name: Johnathan Yao 
Birthplace: Clinton, NJ 
Hobbies: Running, Hiking, Reading, Creative Writing, Classical Music, 
Cooking 
Favorite foods: Chinese, Japanese, Seafood  
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Being outside 
and active if the weather is nice, reading a good book if otherwise. 
Cooking if I have the energy   
Your #1 goal for internship: Growing in clinical competence and 
confidence while staying true to myself and my core values. Finding and 
embracing moments of beauty, joy, and transcendence in the patient 
encounter 

 
Saif Zaman (Categorical) 
USF Health Morsani College of 
Medicine 

Name: Saif Zaman 
Birthplace: New York City 
Hobbies: weightlifting, badminton, learning languages, cooking 
Favorite foods: Oatmeal 
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Meal Prepping 
Your #1 goal for internship: Helping my patients as much as possible 

 
Renee Zhang (Categorical) 
Keck School of Medicine of the 
University of Southern California 

Name: Renee Zhang 
Birthplace: Dallas, TX 
Hobbies: Hiking, making ice cream, reading, buying too many plants 
Favorite foods: Anything spicy!  
What you’re most likely to be found doing on a day off: Hanging out with 
friends, having a glass of wine, trying out a new cafe or restaurant 
Your #1 goal for internship: To be present 

 


