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Biography: Dr. McNeil joined the Yale School of Medicine in December 2019 from the University 
of British Columbia and British Columbia Centre on Substance Use, where he was supported by a 
Michael Smith Foundation for Health Research Scholar Award and Canadian Institutes of Health 
Research New Investigator (CIHR) Award. Through his National Institutes of Health and CIHR-
funded community-engaged qualitative and ethnographic research, he examines how forces 
operating within the risk environments of people who use drugs shape risk and harm. Dr. McNeil is 
Principal Investigator of multiple grants examining: (1) social, structural, and environmental 
influences on the implementation and effectiveness of harm reduction and addiction treatment 
interventions, including supervised consumption services; (2) the influence of housing and housing-
based interventions on overdose-related risks; (3) approaches to the management of stimulant use 
disorders. Dr. McNeil regularly provides expert advice to health care organizations and governments 
on the development, implementation, and optimization of harm reduction and addiction treatment 
interventions. Pursuant to the goal of meaningfully involving people who use drugs in all stages of 
the research process, he actively collaborates with community-based organizations, including peer-
driven drug user, sex worker, and tenant rights organizations, to align his research with community 
priorities and provide opportunities for people with lived experience to co-lead and engage in 
research. Furthermore, Dr. McNeil is the co-creator and scientific lead of Crackdown, a podcast 
launched in January 2019 to mobilize research and amplify the voices of people who use drugs. This 
innovative media collaboration has been called the “podcast most likely to save lives” and has received 
the Radio Impact Award from the Third Coast International Audio Festival, Canadian Hillman Prize, 
and a silver medal from the New York Festivals Radio Awards. 

 

 

 
Tuesday, April 13, 2021 • 12:00-1:00 PM  
Zoom Link will be provided. 
 
1st Year Students (mandatory) 
2nd Year Students (optional) 

http://www.crackdownpod.com/
https://aux.avclub.com/the-best-podcasts-of-2019-so-far-1835533665
https://www.thirdcoastfestival.org/competition/2019-third-coast-richard-h-driehaus-foundation-competition
http://hillmanfoundation.org/canadian-hillman-prize/2020-winners

