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High relapse risk in alcoholics with 
prolonged recovery of central dopamine 

receptor sensitivity
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Dopamine D2-receptor availability and craving
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SPM: V3" versus OCDS (alcoholics)
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Summary

• Chronic „obsessive“ alcohol craving 
associated with increased mu-opiate receptors
in the ventral striatum

• Acute alcohol craving and increased mPFC 
activation by alcohol-associated cues 
associated with reduced D2 receptors in the 
ventral striatum
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