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Smilow Update: July 25, 2022

Billing Area Updates

Effective July 1, Smilow Cancer Hospital/Yale Cancer Center consolidated billing areas to
improve efficiency within our billing practices. Most medical oncology and hematology
clinicians will now see Medical Oncology 10789 or Hematology 10790 when they go to bill for
their services. Please note, there are a few exceptions. Please reach out to Cynthia James,
Clinical Department Liaison, with any questions.

Smilow Cancer Hospital Care Center in Old Saybrook

Effective August 11, Dr. Wajih Kidwai and Dr. Su Lim and Physician Assistants Melissa
Gargano and Sarah Curtis, will no longer offer hematology/oncology services at

the Smilow Cancer Hospital Care Center in Old Saybrook. The Smilow Cancer Network will
consolidate our resources at our Smilow Cancer Hospital Care Center location in Guilford to
provide comprehensive cancer services to our patients and their families.

Eye Protection

The PPE Advisory Group, which includes leaders from Infection Prevention, Yale Medicine,
and clinical leadership of all hospitals and medical groups, has determined that eye protection
is no longer universally required for all episodes of care.

e Eye protection must continue to be used in both ambulatory and inpatient
settings if patients are in COVID-19 isolation, as part of Standard Precautions in
situations where splash/spray with blood/body fluid may occur, or if handling
a chemical or in a situation that requires the use of eye protection.

e Healthcare workers may voluntarily choose to wear eye protection at other
times.

e An SBARis available here and the full PPE Policy is available here.

Personal Safety Tips
An important reminder to all our faculty, staff, and volunteers to:
e Always adopt a prevention mindset!
e Be aware of a situation and how you interact with it.
e Ifyou see something or someone suspicious, take evasive action and call for
help!
e Please review the full safety guidelines from YNHHS.

Flynn Fellows
Smilow Cancer Hospital and Greenwich Hospital are proud hosts of our 2022 Susan D. Flynn
Oncology Nursing Fellows. This year, the nursing teams mentored Madeline Perrino, Catholic
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University; Natalie Kennedy, Sacred Heart University; Lydia Grist Manrique, Sacred Heart
University; Edna Yilma, Quinnipiac University; and Charlotte Hamilton, University of
Connecticut. They completed rotations of clinical areas throughout Smilow and worked on
evidenced-based research projects, including nursing implications for CAR T-Cell Therapy,
potential complications following allogeneic transplant, breast flap reconstruction patient
education, diversity in cancer care, and self-care and resiliency in the oncology nurse. Of the
more than 200 Flynn Fellows who have graduated into the workforce to date, more than two-
thirds have taken positions as oncology nurses and 46 are working in Connecticut hospitals.
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Surgery Case Volume 3% increase From June 2021 To June 2022
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Cases included for the following disease centers: Brain Tumor, Breast, Endocrine, GI, GU, GYN, H&N, Melanoma, Thoracic. Cases for

remaining disease centers will be added once the definitions are finalized. Yale
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NCCN Hematology Congress

The NCCN 2022 Annual Congress: Hematologic Malignancies™ will take place October 14 -
15, 2022, at the New York Marriott Marquis, New York, NY. Virtual attendance is offered for
those unable to attend in person. To register, click here. You may be prompted to log in with
your institution email address. To receive a 50% discount on the registration fee, enter
MIHM?22 into the discount code box.

The NCCN 2022 Nursing Forum: Advancing Oncology Nursing in Hematologic
Malignancies™ will take place October 15, 2022, at the New York Marriott Marquis, New
York, NY. Virtual attendance is also available. This half-day program provides
hematology/oncology nurses with comprehensive and clinically-relevant information to
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optimize patient education and care. To register, click here. You may be prompted to log in
with your institution email address. To receive a 50% discount on the registration fee, enter
MINF22 into the discount code box.

Smilow Star!

After 17 years in the
division of Thoracic
Surgery, Betsy Finan,
PA, is retiring. Betsy
has been with the
division of Thoracic
Surgery from the very
beginning and has
made major impact on
the growth and
maturation of the
division, as well as the
style, structure, and
ultimately the
outcomes of the
cancer care

model. She has been a
constant during some
highly variable
periods in the
division’s history,
supporting those who
worked around her
with kindness,
invaluable wisdom,
and sage advice. Her
steady hand has
helped six thoracic
surgeons, ten APPs,
countless residents,
students, and nurses
navigate their paths as
new clinicians.

Betsy is first and foremost an extraordinary clinician. She has been the warning beacon,
safety-net, sounding board, and champion for our patients from her first day on service. There
have been so many times Betsy has picked up on a very subtle status change in a patient and
started the wheels in motion to get that patient back on track, no doubt preventing far more
serious consequences from taking place. Her retirement is a truly immeasurable loss to our
clinical practice.

Betsy also stands out in her commitment to patients, blurring the lines of roles and
responsibilities, doing whatever her patients needed done, whenever they needed it, even if it


https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001ALrzfTz50g8LjqAZ14YD_83CYPBa-k9kx-5_cPMpbiaKy1CiATPAybV98JBvstIQaF6QAI7-EeF0_PQrLmPXbAF_-oufbctYkhhadwTvavU7iMddY_4F5W1IpcS2RW-kQg6eumgYmMwX0x14McwakCcuw4PH7iHrYRJOjNe2ImTDa85fJFq8fN_9ORSAL4Su7QABlT7mjAe0KgWVrNgKZZH7lT1en-4tK7bU-njSMZg2nCFQ8SD2Tvhjx1HrAymZD0KQuwfMQ0MSZ21i00cJ07V7Tyr6gtflF5UvfBsVu_gt9Tfz-WGTsmtSdM31Bea6uGOuqsOkkIJIWb6mpYPAaxIz8wlXK1uS_AZVLN9MORCmg1mph4xY2HPXbCqqNJ73-4-lwEuvoOqyZjjdnQmZl_T3jifoo-hVMupGc1A-EMg3o5tjb4K9Moqzwiv9FMvQ7IX3fLjGa5iaDL0RABQbckFqwHDmjc6W9mchpq2Zo2tWlfLmN8mTi2lBCXVFMizrFfoyFxD_6WwoAMWXmnDR-oeocuHAYF9NBz1E3tg5KkEfIclUuvnO25RcnPqzKYY6UKNS7cxWirMvS4zmxhzCUlwstWJTga63yQBTkHCk78m-WZIwCAAXys2O2qxLREurrGsVGRj5OwUH60MNT5uAgfYZvi_74nou5rDb_dwcdRiXcPyR9UHu341CXqMTf9ytqG0JqfLqv3GfC0ZDod6BrjSOuIoFsy2jx1nIJCoXC3zyTfZ7d4X-wWTiYTw1N40tNe9wIkMbO9S9rBwhG4amwEsnQ3LqIqLpSLlNB8Ob5EysvGu-nBCm7s-K0eWeYxAvFDRA9dUN1T8KJkHpsqYnGTjf_V-spn_kuG9QRtqNLQb0h10c-5LCVGzAUui7F_7Pxb9x5hv7BY20Jl2h8bPMFnnZa4pepq1gtRFt9f4944I%3D%26c%3DW1iU6q8VkNwCe66NQ0-8a6Y_ev-0-5hW9eapArtRQODQ95ecyZbNEQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DLsQWyELapPq-1yFaYvrX4nsc8JL6yA5mdLFUgeU8Z0jy23BVUfLwtg%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cemily.fenton%40yale.edu%7C9f33e22974ea441e724908da6e41d626%7Cdd8cbebb21394df8b4114e3e87abeb5c%7C0%7C0%7C637943526287684406%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7aUObX1Niy%2B0rFVYQaNXHYiUzDYdm%2FwrYmGcEh%2FsooQ%3D&reserved=0

infringed upon her own life. "I suspect the only time she worked an eight-hour day was during
her vacation. She is constantly reading up on new medical advances and has never stopped
investing in her clinical growth, even outside her scope of practice. In reality, she was far more
interested in practicing at 'the top of her game' than at the "top of her license," Vanna Dest,
Senior Program Manager for Oncology Advanced Practice Providers said.

Betsy has also had one of the highest levels of engagement in the division. She has never been
one to accept the status quo. She is always ready and willing to offer a novel perspective and
original potential solutions to some of the toughest challenges. Her open-minded and balanced
approach, that is simultaneously humble and proud, has contributed greatly to the culture of
the thoracic oncology team.

"Betsy's departure will no doubt leave a hole in the soul of our team. And yet, Betsy spent her
career preparing us for this day, building a strong foundation of people and protocols, and
setting a standard of excellence and caring that is the template we will use to shape our
subsequent chapters,"” Vanna said.

Best regards,

Kevin G. Billingsley, MD, MBA
Chief Medical Officer
Smilow Cancer Hospital



Kim Slusser, MSN, RN, CHPN, NEA-BC

Vice President for Patient Services

Smilow Cancer Hospital
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