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References from other sources (n = )   
Citation searching (n = ) 
Grey literature (n = )  

Studies screened (n = 1179) 

Studies sought for retrieval (n = 122) 

Studies assessed for eligibility (n = 122)     

References removed (n = 455)   
Duplicates identified manually (n = 2) 
Duplicates identified by Covidence (n = 453)  
Marked as ineligible by automation tools (n = 0) 
Other reasons (n = ) 

Studies excluded (n = 932) 

Studies not retrieved (n = 0) 

Studies excluded (n = 70)   
Not in English (n = 2) 
Wrong outcomes (n = 5) 
Wrong comparator (n = 7) 
Wrong intervention (n = 46) 
Wrong study design (n = 3) 
Wrong patient population (n = 7) 
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Studies included in review (n = 52)     

Included studies ongoing (n = 0) 
Studies awaiting classification (n = 0)     
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Studies from databases/registers (n = 1634) 
MEDLINE (n = 1599) 
Citation searching (n = 35) 


