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he Yale Class of 1961 Cancer Center Endowment provides generous 
support for some of Yale Cancer Center’s most promising scientists. 

The Yale Class of 1961 calls itself “the undefeated class.” That proud 
nickname stems from the perfect 9-0 record of the 1960 Yale Bulldogs 
football team, which won the Ivy League that year. In the nearly six 
decades since graduation, the alumni of the Class of ’61 have shown the 

same determination and teamwork as their namesake, as they have stayed connected, 
worked together toward a larger goal, and established their own legacy.

Their legacy is the Yale Class of 1961 Cancer Center Endowment. Established in 
2016, the Endowment, which stands at more than $1.5 million and continues to grow, 
has honored one Yale Cancer Center faculty member each year since its inception with a 
$50,000 grant to support their highly promising cancer research. 

“This Endowment is the only gift of its kind to Yale Cancer Center,” explained Julie 
Parr, Senior Director of Development for Yale Cancer Center. “This is the only class 
gift that supports the Cancer Center.  And it’s one of the few endowments supporting 
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discovery science. That’s important, for 
it will continue supporting our vital 
research for years to come.” 

The Class of 1961’s commitment to 
Yale Cancer Center (YCC) dates back to 
2011. The Class is an extremely tight-knit 
group; members reconnect at a number 
of “mini-reunions” around the country 
each year. Several classmates have been 
personally affected by cancer. As their 
milestone 50th reunion approached, these 
close classmates wished to use their class 
gift to support the tremendous advances 
taking place at Smilow Cancer Hospital, 
which had opened just two years earlier. 
They banded together to raise $1 million 
for the YCC Director’s Fund to purchase 
equipment for Smilow. That effort was led 
by Vincent Teti. An additional $200,000 
was designated for a YCC research 
fund named The Cantor-Smith Cancer 
Research Fund, in honor of classmates 
Ed Cantor and DeForest Smith, who had 
served as class co-chairmen for 20 years, 
and their wives. 

That seed of a research fund blossomed 
into a full-blown endowment as the class 
gathered for its 55th reunion in 2016. 
“The idea of building it into something 
substantially bigger, something that could 
make a more meaningful contribution, 
really appealed to us,” said Ed Cantor. 
“We felt we could create a legacy for our 
class. At our age, that word ‘legacy’ has 
become very important to us.” 

Classmate John de Neufville helped 
lead the effort. As a member of the Yale 
Cancer Center Director’s Advisory Board, 
Mr. de Neufville has a front row seat on 
the progress and innovation underway 
at the Cancer Center. “As a scientist, I’m 
always very interested in hearing about 
evolving cancer treatment opportunities,” 
Mr. de Neufville said. “Attending the board 
meetings is a science holiday for me.” 

The opportunity to make a real 
impact on cancer research sparked 
a flurry of donations; more than 200 
classmates, widows, and friends have 
since given to the renamed Yale Class of 

1961 Cancer Center Endowment. “We 
are extremely grateful to the Yale Class 
of 1961 for their generous support of the 
vital, innovative cancer research taking 
place at Yale Cancer Center,” Yale Cancer 
Center’s Director, Charles S. Fuchs, MD, 
MPH, said. 

Classmate Bruce Chabner, MD, 
Clinical Director, Emeritus, of the 
Massachusetts General Hospital Cancer 
Center and Professor of Medicine, 
Harvard Medical School, helped structure 
the Endowment’s research grants. They’re 
noteworthy in their support of YCC 
faculty members age 45 and under, and 
for funding not a specific project but the 
overall arc of a researcher’s work. To select 
grant winners, YCC leadership reviews 
each nominee’s curriculum vitae, paying 
particular attention to the published 
research they have conducted in their labs 
at Yale and the impact of their work. 

“The winners of these prizes are 
many of our most promising cancer 
researchers,” explained Daniel DiMaio, 
MD, PhD, Deputy Director of YCC 
and coordinator of the grant selection 
process. “Each have emerged as leading 
mid-career scientists who have already 
made important contributions to cancer 
research and have many more years of 
exciting research ahead of them. This 
award allows us to recognize their prior 
contributions and help inspire them to 
continue on their exceptional trajectory.”

Valentina Greco, PhD, the Carolyn 
Walch Slayman Professor of Genetics, 
won the grant in 2017. Her lab studies how 
organs are maintained throughout life, 
and she uses mouse models to evaluate 
how skin tissues function in spite of, and 
perhaps even thanks to, the mutations 
they carry. “It was a true honor for my 
lab members’ work to be recognized 
through this award,” she noted, “and also 
incredibly re-energizing to know that 
your close colleagues value your lab’s 
contributions.” 

In 2018, the grant was awarded to 
Katerina Politi, PhD, Associate Professor 

of Pathology and co-leader of YCC’s 
Cancer Signaling Networks Research 
Program. The grant has enabled her lab 
to use new approaches, including the 
cutting-edge CRISPR/Cas9 gene editing 
tool and techniques to study tumors at 
the single-cell level to gain new insights 
into drug resistance. “I was honored and 
thrilled to hear that I had won the Class 
of 1961 Research Award,” Dr. Politi said. 
“Having started my independent research 
career at Yale, this award is especially 
meaningful for me.” 

Grant winners have shared their 
gratitude and updates on their research 
with their benefactors by speaking at 
recent Class of 1961 mini-reunions. “The 
Class loves hearing from the researchers,” 
Ms. Parr said. “They can see the fruits of 
their labor. They’re extremely committed 
to the Endowment, to Yale, and to the 
Cancer Center.” 

As their 60th reunion approaches 
in 2021, the Class of 1961 is doubling 
down on its support of YCC. Thanks 
to an anonymous donor, this year the 
Endowment will award not one, but two 
research grants each year, the ongoing 
additional cost of which will gradually 
be covered by the Endowment as it 
grows toward its 60th Reunion goal of 
$2 million. 

“It wouldn’t have occurred to me when 
we started 10 years ago that we would be 
where we are today,” expressed Mr. de 
Neufville. “Our contributors have been 
amazingly generous. The whole process 
of working with my classmates toward 
a common goal has been extremely 
gratifying and has deepened my con-
nections to the Class of 1961 in ways that 
I couldn’t possibly have imagined.” 

CLASS OF ’61 GRANT RECIPIENTS:
2015		 Melinda Irwin, PhD, MPH
2016		 Susan Kaech, PhD and 
		 Joseph Contessa, MD, PhD
2017		 Valentina Greco, PhD
2018		 Katerina Politi, PhD
2019		 Qin Yan, PhD
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Honors
Julius Chapiro, MD, was awarded a research grant from the Society 
of Interventional Oncology for his project titled, “Molecular Imaging 
of the Immuno-Metabolic Crosstalk to Guide Combination Therapies 
of Liver Cancer.”

The National Comprehensive Cancer Network has funded Cary 
Gross, MD, to support a research collaboration with Elena Ratner, 
MD, and Dena Schulman-Green, PhD, to develop new approaches 
to identify patients with unmet social needs and connect them with 
resources in their own communities.

Jeffrey Ishizuka, MD, DPhil, has been awarded a K08 Award from 
the National Institutes of Health to support his project, “Triggering 
Innate Immunity in Tumor Cells to Overcome Resistance to 
Immunotherapy.”

Rong Fan, PhD, and Jiangbing Zhou, PhD, have been awarded 
a Cancer Tissue Engineering Collaborative R01 Award to support 
their project, “Ex Vivo Analysis of Human Brain Tumor Cells in a 
Microvascular Niche Model.”

Grace Chen, PhD, has been awarded the prestigious Rita Allen 
Foundation Scholar Award. 

Roy S, Herbst, MD, PhD received the American Association 
for Cancer Research Distinguished Public Service Award for 
Exceptional Leadership in Cancer Science Policy.

The United States Department of Defense (DoD) has named Sidi 
Chen, PhD, as a recipient of its Era of Hope Scholar Award.

The Society for Immunotherapy of Cancer announced Lieping 
Chen, MD, PhD, as one of the recipients of the Richard V. Smalley, 
MD, Memorial Award and Lectureship, the Society’s highest honor, 
for his pioneering research in immunotherapy.

Zhengxin (Jason) Cai, PhD, has been awarded an R03 grant from the 
National Institutes of Health.

Caroline Johnson, PhD, has received a four-year, $792,000 Research 
Scholar Grant from the American Cancer Society. Dr. Johnson will 
use the grant to understand metabolic heterogeneity in colorectal 
cancer.

Roy S. Herbst, MD, PhD, Chief of Medical Oncology, has been 
elected to the American Association for Cancer Research Board 
of Directors for a three-year term in recognition of his outstanding 
contributions to cancer research and treatment.

Anne Chiang, MD, PhD, has been named a Fellow of the American 
Society of Clinical Oncology.

Valentina Greco, PhD, was awarded one of only two Yale 
Postdoctoral Mentoring Prizes, as well as the Department of 
Genetics Mentoring Award. Both prizes celebrate the dedication of a 
faculty member to the growth of their lab members.

Dmitry Kozhevnikov, DO, Laura J. Morrison, MD, and Matthew 
S. Ellman, MD, received the Rosenkranz Award for Pedagogical 
Advancement from the Yale Poorvu Center for Teaching and 
Learning.

Scott J. Miller, PhD, has been elected to the prestigious National 
Academy of Sciences.

Alfred Lee, MD, PhD, has been appointed to the American Society 
of Hematology Guideline Panel on Use of Anticoagulation in Patients 
with COVID-19.

Jean L. Bolognia, MD, Peter E. Schwartz, MD, and Karl L. Insogna, 
MD, received the inaugural Yale Medicine Distinguished Clinical 
Career Awards, which recognizes and honors the careers of physicians 
marked by significant accomplishments, exemplary dedication, and 
important contributions in advancing Yale Medicine, the overall 
medical profession, and the community.

Kathryn Miller-Jensen, PhD, and Marcus Bosenberg, MD, PhD, 
were awarded a Cancer Systems Immunology Grant from the 
National Cancer Institute.

The National Palliative Care Research Center awarded Prasanna 
Ananth, MD, a two-year Kornfeld Scholar Grant.

Xavier Llor, MD, PhD, was awarded an R01 Grant from the National 
Cancer Institute to study early onset colorectal cancer. 

Grace Kong, PhD, received an R01 Grant from the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse and U.S. Food and Drug Administration Center for 
Tobacco Products.

January 1, 2020 – June 30, 2020
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GenerosityJanuary 1, 2020 – June 30, 2020

$10,000 - $24,999
Anonymous
Mr. Eugene P. Beard
Th e John Treacy and 
Darcy F. Beyer Foundation, Inc.
Big Y World Class Markets
Stephanie and Brian Callahan
Connecticut Brain Tumor Alliance, Inc.
Betty and Alan H. Feldman
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur S. Forkos
Ms. Melanie Ginter
Mr. John S. Lapides
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Nadosy
Catharine and David Parsons
William and Angela Shulman 
– in memory of Jackie Shulman

$500,000 - $1,000,000
Anonymous

$100,000 - $499,999
American Cancer Society
Bank of America
CureSearch for Children’s Cancer
Mr. Chuanwei Dexter Lu
Melanoma Research Alliance
Donald C. Rankin, MD 
and Nancy Rankin

$50,000 - $99,999
Anonymous
Mr. William L. Bernhard
Mr. and Mrs. Edward E. Madden
Roslyn Milstein Meyer, PhD 
and Jerome Meyer, MD

$25,000 - $49,999 
All American Waste, LLC
Darcy B. Beyer
Mr. Stuart M. Johnson
Kelly and Michael D. Loft us
Marc Lustgarten Pancreatic 
Cancer Foundation
Mr. Joseph D. Morris
Pink Aid, Inc.
Dyanne and John W. Rafal
Jordan M. Stitzer
Mrs. Elizabeth Welke
Estate of Ruth M. Wood



GREENWICH HOSPITAL
77 Lafayette Place
Greenwich, CT 06830
Phone: (203) 863-3700

Daniela Addeo, MD, MBA, Radiation Oncology
D. Barry Boyd, MD, MS, Medical Oncology
Beverly Drucker, MD, PhD, Medical Oncology
Dickerman Hollister, Jr., MD, Medical Oncology
M. Sung Lee, MD, Medical Oncology

Bruce McGibbon, MD, Radiation Oncology
Francesca Montanari, MD, Hematology
Stephanie Paine, APRN
Daniel Petrylak, MD, Medical Oncology
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“� e Smilow Cancer Hospital Care Center 

at Greenwich brings Smilow quality care to 

our patients from Fair� eld and Westchester 

counties, providing them unique access to 

a National Cancer Institute-designated 

Comprehensive Cancer Center and its 

clinical trials and advances. Our physicians 

coordinate with our colleagues in New 

Haven to ensure all treatment options 

are reviewed through multidisciplinary 

tumor boards, and each patient receives 

personalized cancer care.”

— Dr. M. Sung Lee, Medical Director

Smilow Cancer Hospital Care Center at Greenwich
    CENTER AT A GLANCE
• A patient-centered focus on exceptional cancer care

• 50+ staff  members; oncology board certifi ed clinicians

• Medical Oncology, including chemotherapy and infusion treatments

• Hematology services, available for patients with any type of cancerous  
 and non-cancerous disorders aff ecting the blood, lymph nodes, 
 and bone marrow

• Radiation Oncology, provided by Yale Cancer Center physician specialists

• A Breast Center with the latest technology and specialists in one location

• Partnerships with Yale surgical specialists, including thoracic surgeons,  
 urologists, gynecologic oncologists, and breast surgeons to provide   
 multidisciplinary care

• Genetic testing, including genomic profi ling of certain cancers

• Clinical trials, available only through Yale Cancer Center

• Lab and Pharmacy services on site for patients’ convenience

• Access to supportive care clinicians, including an oncology nurse   
 coordinator, social workers, a dietician, clinical research staff , 
 palliative care, and survivorship planning

network



You specialize in the treatment of neuroendocrine tumors (NETs), which is a 
rare diagnosis. What brought you to subspecialize in this fi eld?
During my fellowship in oncology, very little was known about neuroendocrine 
tumors (NETs) and there were few treatment options for patients diagnosed with 
NETs. One of my mentors encouraged me to write a review of the fi eld at the time 
and that research endeavor launched my interest in clinical research and treatment 
of NETs and quickly concentrated my career. Because it’s a small subspecialty, it 
has enabled me to partner with colleagues from institutions across the country to 
create broad collaborations to care for patients with NETs, and to best develop 
clinical trials and other treatment advances for our patients. I am proud of my lead-
ership roles in the National Cancer Institute NET Task Force, the North American 
Neuroendocrine Tumor Society, and past participation on NCCN’s guidelines 
committee for NETs. I know that together with my colleagues throughout the 
country we are making an impact for our patients.

How do clinical care and research motivate one another? 
How do you balance the two?
One of the reasons I love academic medicine is the constant collaboration and 
balance between clinical care, research, and education. Our clinic and our lab both 
go hand in hand, very much informing one another. The intensity of the doctor-

Pamela Kunz, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine (Medical Oncology)
Leader, Gastrointestinal Cancers Program

patient relationship in oncology helps 
us to tackle the questions that matter 
through research, and our research 
endeavors help to bring hope to our 
patients through clinical trials. The 
entire process is very forward thinking 
and continually challenges me, both as 
a clinician and a researcher.  

You recently joined Yale from Stanford 
and are extremely focused on building 
and mentoring the Gastrointestinal 
Cancers team. How do you network 
with your team in the COVID-era? 
What principles are you focused on? 
I came to Yale with a goal of building 
a collaborative, respectful, and diverse 
community focused on gastrointestinal 
cancers, and quickly had an added 
challenge of doing this in a virtual 
environment during the COVID pan-
demic. My hope is that our team 
includes everyone that plays a role in 
the care and research for patients with 
GI cancers—physicians, basic and trans-
lational scientists, advanced practice 
providers, nurses, clinical research staff , 
and others. When I fi rst arrived, I began 
on a listening tour to meet all of the 
stakeholders and learn more about 
each area. As a leader, my goal is to 
ensure that all team members feel that 
we are part of the same mission—to 
provide the best care for patients with 
GI malignancies, educate trainees, and 
conduct leading research in the fi eld. 
During the pandemic, I have been trying 
to build a sense of connectedness and 
community and hope this will make 
our Gastrointestinal Cancers Program 
stronger over time. We have an excel-
lent foundation and I am excited to be 
part of a team that will do great things.
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Read their stories:
yalecancercenter.org/survivors
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