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The process and challenges of the WHO
Books

Ian Alexander Cree, BMSc (Hons), MB,
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Head, Section of Evidence Synthesis and
Classification; International Agency for Research
on Cancer; World Health Organization

Needs: The WHO Classification of Tumours underpins the diagnosis of all cancers, worldwide, and is an essential
tool for all those engaged in cancer diagnosis, management or research – often with them knowing it. There is a need
for pathologists and others involved to understand the governance of the process used to produce the classification,
and the challenges involved. Incorporation of results from multiple disciplines is a necessity and the vast volume of
data to be included poses its own challenge.
Objectives: Understand the importance of tumour classification to patients, their doctors and researchers;
Understand the methods used to produce the WHO Classification of Tumours; Be able to discuss the needs of the
classification and understand how to contribute to it.
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