
               

 
 

Department of Pathology Grand Rounds   	
  
 
 

"Medical Legal Basics for Pathologists" 
 
 
 

Timothy Craig Allen, M.D., J.D. 
Professor of Pathology 

Director of Anatomic Pathology 
Associate Member, Institute of Medical Humanities 

The University of Texas Medical Branch 
 
 
 

Thursday ,  October  2 ,  2014  – 12:30 p.m.  
Fi tkin Amphitheatre  – LMP 1094 

 
 

Hosts: Dr. Fatanneh Tavassoli, MD and 
Dr. Stanley D. Hudnall, MD 

 
This program is  not  supported by any grants  

 
This  course  wi l l  fu l f i l l  the  l i c ensure  r equirement  se t  for th by  the  State  o f  Connec t i cut  

 
 

A C C R ED IT A T IO N  
 
The Yale School of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council 
for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical 
education for physicians. 
 
NEEDS ASSESSMENT: 

 
The various methods used by risk managers to assist clinicians in handling 
medico legal risk, including improving communication with patients and better 
dealing with medical records issues, are not particularly of benefit to 
pathologist.  An understanding of tort law, the theory of negligence, the 
principle of standard of care, and the role of the expert witness helps the 
pathologist generally assess and manage risk and put it into context with daily 
pathology practice.  An understanding of the litigation process and techniques to 
better handle a deposition are of practical value in avoiding a lawsuit or 
increasing the likelihood for good outcome in medical malpractice litigation. 
 

L EA R N IN G O BJ E C T IV ES: 

At the conclus ion of  th is  act iv i ty ,  par t ic ipants  wi l l  be  able  to : 
 
•  Recognize the legal origins of medical mal practice law; 

• Understand the requirements for an appropriate medical malpractice lawsuit; 

• Distinguish methods of successfully navigating a deposition. 

 
DESIGNATION STATEMENT 

 
The Yale School of Medicine designates this educational activity for 1 
AMA PRA Category  1 Credi t ( s )™.  Physicians should only claim credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.  
 
 
F AC ULTY D I S C LOS UR E S  
 
It is the policy of Yale School of Medicine, Continuing Medical Education, to 
ensure balance, independence, objectivity and scientific rigor in all its 
educational programs.  All faculty participating as speakers in these programs 
are required to disclose any relevant financial relationship(s) they (or spouse or 
partner) have with a commercial interest that benefits the individual in any 
financial amount that has occurred within the past 12 months; and the 
opportunity to affect the content of CME about the products or services of 
the commercial interests.  The Center for Continuing Medical Education will 
ensure that any conflicts of interest are resolved before the educational activity 
occurs.    

 


