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“Toward reliable and mechanistic 
cholera forecasting in an endemic 

setting” 

Mathematical models have long been used to great effect in epidemiology to 
both ground and expand scientific understanding of basic processes of 
transmission, immunity, and disease and as tools for developing public health 
policy.  By contrast, only very rarely have mechanistic models been used to 
make true forecasts and their utility as forecasting instruments remains 
largely unexplored.  Indeed, there is no strong reason to expect such models to 
perform better at forecasting than more unconstrained schemes.  In this talk, 
I describe recent work aimed at developing practical forecasting technology 
for cholera in its endemic home, Bangladesh. 
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