
 

 

NIA funded Conference Travel Awards for Early Career Investigators 

“Carrying Out Longitudinal Cross Cohort Studies of Child Maltreatment and Adult Health 
Outcomes” 

October 21-22, 2021 

Yale University Child Study Center, New Haven, CT  

The long-term consequences of child maltreatment for mental and physical health are becoming well 
established. However, recent data suggest that valid information about actual exposure of a child to 
maltreatment is best ascertained contemporaneously, not through retrospective reports of maltreatment by 
adults. Thus, additional progress in this field will require drawing as much information as possible from existing 
cohort studies begun in childhod and following their subjects well into adult life. At present, interaction and 
colloabration among investigators heading these cohort studies is informal, infrequent and inadequate to 
achieve major advances. The coordination between human cohorts and highly informative animal cohorts, 
particularly non-human primates that have been experimentally assigned to rearing conditions, are even more 
minimal.  

Thus, the goal of this conference is to bring together researchers on human and non-human primate 
maltreatment who head longitudinal cohorts that have measures of childhood maltreatment and adult health 
outcomes.  We will explore the most effective strategies for using ongoing studies of human and nonhuman 
primate cohorts to develop a set of achievable goals and strategies for testing the replicability of the associations 
between early child maltreatment and adult health and to take major steps towards causal analysis. The 
conference will outline methods for cross cohort studies to address questions that cannot be answered using 
smaller samples from specific geographic regions.  The conference will focus on several important issues to 
cross cohort study: [1] seeking harmonization of measure of childhood maltreatment; [2] selecting a focus on 
health outcomes that have been measured across cohorts; and [3] seeking a unified strategy for exploring 
confounds, covariates and moderating factors.  

The format for the conference will include: [1] short talks by leaders in the field of longitudinal study of child 
maltreatment and health and [2] moderated discussion following these talks, some of which will include 
opportunities for those attending online.  Day 2 of the conference will include workshops focused on 
developing guidelines for the field in cross cohort harmonization and analysis related to the following topics: 

• causal analysis  
• recovery from maltreatment  
• psychological and biological processes that link maltreatment to health outcomes 
• the impact of social context on developmental pathways subsequent to maltreatment   

 
 Travel Awards are available for 2-3 early career investigators or investigators in-training. The travel 
awards will cover travel to and from the meeting and hotel accommodations. Successful applicants will 
have demonstrated interests in the associations between early childhood maltreatment or other forms 
of adversity and adult health and aging outcomes. Individuals from underrepresented racial and ethnic 
groups are particularly encouraged to apply. For applicants who are not selected for this award but are 
still interested in attending the meeting, limited space may be available. 



Eligibility  
To be considered for the Travel Award, applicants must:  
 Be an advanced doctoral student (have completed all requirements for the degree except for the 

dissertation), postdoctoral fellow or an early stage investigator as defined by the NIH 
(https://grants.nih.gov/policy/early-investigators/index.htm#definition)  

 Have demonstrated interest in early childhood maltreatment and adult health/aging 
 Be available to attend the entire meeting  
 
Selection Criteria  
• Qualifications of the applicant  
• Academic environment  
• Demonstrated interest in a career relevant to the conference topic  
 
Application:  
Submit the application form and NIH biosketch along with a brief statement from your department chair 
or program lead to angela.farren@yale.edu by Monday, August 9, 2021. Decisions will be made no 
later than Monday, August 23, 2021 
 

Questions? Any questions about the conference or the travel stipend can be directed to Dr. Carla 
Stover at Carla.stover@yale.edu. 
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Travel Award Application Form 
Please include your NIH-style biosketch and send your application as one PDF file to 

angela.farren@yale.edu no later than August 9, 2021 
Applicant:  
Title:  
Degree(s):  
Institution:  
Mailing Address:  
City, State, Zip:  
E-mail:  
Phone:  
 
In no more than 500 words please provide a statement of interest and what you hope to gain from 
attending the conference.  

 

A brief statement of support from your department chair or program lead (100 words or less) 
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