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Biography:  Chantel Pheiffer is a sociologist who studies how processes 
of migration and urban living interact with systems of social stratification 
to produce—and reproduce—inequalities in maternal health, and in 
women’s health more broadly. Specifically, her dissertation examines the 
interaction between migration and gender as determinants of disparities in 
blood pressure among internal female migrants in South Africa who are 
often young mothers. Her work employs a variety of statistical 
methodologies and original survey data that follows migrants out of rural 
origin locations to urban destination places. Her work has been published 
in Social Science & Medicine, the Journal of Biosocial Science, and BMC Public 
Health. Chantel is a Ph.D. candidate at Brown University. She also holds 
an A.M in Global Development Policy from Boston University and a B.A. 
in Government from Smith College.  
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