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Needs: 
This presentation will provide a structured framework to integrate first in
human clinical trial expertise with disease specific clinical development
and trial design for novel treatments.

Objectives: 
1.Understand how integrating first in human studies with disease-

specific expansion cohorts enhances drug development for GI cancers.
2.Understand how quantitative biomarkers for MGMT are superior to

epigenetic biomarkers to predict benefit from novel alkylator
therapies.

3.Evaluate the principles of designing investigator initiated clinical trials
for DNA damage combinations.

There is No Corporate Support for These Activities. Accreditation: The Yale School of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for
physicians. Designation Statement: The Yale School of Medicine designates this live activity for 1 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation
in the activity. Target Audience: YCC members, Smilow faculty, YSM, Nursing, Public Health Students. Faculty Disclosures: Winer- nothing to disclose. Cecchini-Consulting Fee-Regeneron|Consulting Fee-
Agenus|Consulting Fee-Elevate Oncology|Consulting Fee-LoxoLilly|Consulting Fee-Daiichi Sankyo|Consulting Fee-Beigene|Consulting Fee-Arcus|Consulting Fee-Modifi Bio|Consulting Fee-Incyte|Consulting Fee-
Parabalis|Consulting Fee-Abbvie|Advisor-Wren Therapeutics|Advisor-Incendia Therapeutics|Advisor-Astellas. It is the policy of Yale School of Medicine, Continuing Medical Education, to ensure balance, independence,
objectivity and scientific rigor in all its educational programs. Mitigation of Financial Relationships Statement: Yale CME adheres to the ACCME’s Standards for Integrity and Independence in Accredited Continuing
Education. Any individuals in a position to control the content of a CE activity, including faculty, planners, reviewers or others are required to disclose all relevant financial relationships with ineligible entities (commercial
interests). All relevant conflicts of interest have been mitigated prior to the commencement of the activity.

Grand Rounds

Michael Cecchini, MD
Dr. Michael Cecchini is a medical
oncologist who specializes in
gastrointestinal cancers, including
(but not limited to) colorectal, bile
duct, pancreas, esophageal, and
stomach cancers. He cares for
patients with advanced
gastrointestinal cancers and is an
investigator in multiple research
trials.
 
His translational research includes
clinical and lab projects to study DNA
damage and the immune response,
primarily for colorectal cancer. He is
the recipient of a Young Investigator
Award from the Conquer Cancer
Foundation for research focused on
metastatic gastric cancer and 2020
Scholar on the Yale Cancer Center
K12 Calabresi Immuno-Oncology
Training Program. He received his
medical degree from Albert Einstein
College of Medicine and completed
his residency and fellowship at Yale.

Advanced Gastrointestinal Cancers in
2026: A Focus on Colorectal Cancer
and Yale’s Role in Developing Novel
Therapeutic and Biomarker Strategies
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